MESA 2026 Papers & Panels with Gulf and Arabian Peninsula content

1-20 The Legacy of Vocalist Aisha Al Marta, a Pioneer in Kuwaiti Media and
Entertainment Industries (By Emilie Pons)

111-12 Al & the Virtues of ljtihad (By Ms. Salma Alkhoudi)

111-18 Qatar History: National Narrative Writing, Myth Making, and History Teaching in an
Arabian Gulf Emirate (By Dr. Peter Polak-Springer)

111-25 Negotiating the Sacred and the State: Religion, Gender, and Society in
Transforming Saudi Arabia

IV-10 The Gulf Cooperation Council States and the Iran Crises of the Second Trump
Term

IV-16 Performing Femininity on 1960s-1970s Gulf Television: A Textual Analysis on
Abdul-Aziz EI-Nimesh’s Portrayal of the Female Character, Umm Alioui, Through Cross-

Gender Performances (By Maryam Al-Musleh)

IV-25 Water Security in Kuwait: Exploring a Water Citizenship Approach to Sustainable
Water Futures (By Arda Bilgen)

IV-25 Managing Decarbonisation Pressures: Climate Policy and Green Rentierism in

Kuwait and Qatar (By Moe Kassem)

VII-20 The Politics of Religious Renewal in the GCC (By Dr. Bader Mousa Al-Saif)

VIlI-18 Enslavement in the Trucial States (1930s-1950s): Economic Crisis and Political
Fragmentation (By Viola Pacini)

VIII-18 The Aftermath of Slavery in Saudi Arabia (By Mr. Ameen Omar)

VIlI-27 Monarchs & Mercenaries: Divided Rule and the Formations of Coercion in the
Trucial States/United Arab Emirates (By Jasper Hunsinger)

IX-19 Mr. Otaiba Goes to Washington: UAE Influence Operations as Alliance
Management (By Mr. Andrew Leber)

IX-19 Beyond the Region: Gulf States as Mediators in African Conflicts (By Dr. Mona
Saleh)

IX-23 Why Women Vote: Duty, Wasta and Political Participation under
Authoritarianism (By Dr. Lindsay J. Benstead)

X-23 Living Kafala: Orphanhood, Faith, and the Boundaries of Belonging in
Kuwait (By Ms. Abrar Alshammari)
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XI-14 Digital Governance and Political Change in The Gulf: Elite Politics, Institutional
Redesign, and Accountability

XI-16 Transnational Histories of Southern Arabia

XI-20 Remapping the Gulf: Infrastructure, Finance, and the Geopolitics of China-Middle

East Relations

X11-07 The Intelligence Grid: Al Imaginaries and the Making of Corporate Monopolies
from the Gulf Outwards (By Sarah El-Kazaz)

XI1-07 What Counts as Infrastructure? Asset Classes and Boundary-Making in Abu
Dhabi’s Sovereign Wealth Funds (By Mr. Rohan Advani)

XI1-11 Censorship and storytelling in Kuwaiti author Bothayna al-Essa’s Haris sath al-

‘alam (By Dr. Nancy Linthicum)

XII1-13 The Search for Democracy in Saudi Arabia

X11-24 Politics of the Gulf
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