AGAPS

proudly presents films from the Gulf at the

MESA FILMFEST 202

United Arab Emirates, 2024; color; 93 minutes; English and Arabic with Arabic and English subtitles; dir. Nayla Al Khaja
A young boy’s mental health crisis prompts his desperate mother to seek help from an unexpected source,
a man who must abandon his Western mindset and embrace a powerful, ancient ritual to save her son.

THE WATER THAT
ASKED A FISH

Bahrain, 2025; color; 26 minutes; dir. Mariam M. Alnoaimi

The Water that Asked for a Fish contextualises the
Gulf’s relationships with water, bringing to focus
their precarious nature in sustaining human and
ecological life and offers insights into regional
customs such as putting eyeliner on fish, the
practice of wrapping its body in a white shroud
before returning it to the sea and why palm leaves
are set aflame by women with pearl-diver ancestry.

FRAGMENTATION
.
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Kuwait, 2025; color; 20 minutes; Arabic with English subtitles;
dir. Mohamed Saadoun

Fragmentation portrays a woman’s struggle with her
painful past and memories, highlighting how social
constraints lead to the disintegration of her identity.
Atheba revisits a past love that was destroyed by
societal pressures. Through memories triggered by a
mysterious box, the film explores how rigid cultural
norms fractured her identity, forcing her to sacrifice
personal happiness and love for tradition’s sake.

For filmmaker contact info and trailers, visit www.agaps.org



Films by and about citizens and residents in
southern Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and UAE

1 feature-length documentary film
6 short documentary films

1 short experimental film

6 short narrative films

Filmmaker contact information and trailers
available on AGAPS website

Please contact Dale at dale.hudson@nvyu.edu

with recommendations for filmmakers to
invite for next year’s festival

§§ AGAPS

proudly presents 14 films from the Gulf at the

MESA FILMFEST 2024
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For filmmaker contact info and trailers, visit www.agaps.org
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