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INAF 100 – Proseminar
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Dr Gerd Nonneman 

Office: 0D 10 (opposite Faculty & Staff lounge)
gn72@georgetown.edu
Times and Venue:  Mondays & Wednesdays, 14:00-15:15, 0A03
Office Hours: by email appointment
Course Summary & Aims

The course invites students to explore the facts, sources and implications of the Qatar boycott that erupted in June 2017; to discover how best to find, assess and use relevant sources to inform and underpin their analysis; and to present such analysis in a structured way, both in person and in writing, using the appropriate academic apparatus (listing and referencing sources).
Intended Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module, students should be able to: 

(Module-specific Skills)

(1) Demonstrate ability to locate, appraise and use main sources of information and data relating to the Gulf crisis od 2017. 

(2) Demonstrate an understanding of the main issues concerning the 2017-18 Gulf crisis – including roots, dynamics, implications, and tools used on both sides of the conflict, along with the regional and international impacts.
(3) Demonstrate judgement concerning how different authors and sources – official, journalistic, activist and academic – have approached and covered the conflict.
(Personal and Key Skills) 

(4) Demonstrate skills of independent research: finding, assessing, analysing and synthesising information from a range of sources;
(5) Demonstrate ability to produce reasoned and supported argumentation in writing and in oral presentation;
(6) Demonstrate ability to use the “academic apparatus” of referencing and bibliography.

Course Organisation

The course is taught in 28 75-minute sessions (2 per week). These will combine discussion of readings with your own presentations. You will have all session subjects and key relevant reading available from the start of the course (with additional sources being provided via Canvas as the course progresses). 
Course website:  on canvas.georgetown.edu
Assessment and Assignments

· Essay 1 (1,500 words): 


20%

· Plan for essay 1:



  2%

· Review of Article or Chapter (600 words):
10%
· Essay 2  (2000 words):


30%

· Plan for essay 2:



  3%

· 10 Reaction papers (300-500 words):
15%

· In-class presentations (x2):

15%

· Discussion on-line:


5%

Below, I give more detail on each of these:
I.
Two Essays (papers) are required, of 1,500 and 2,000 words respectively.  These will together account for 50% of your course mark (20% for the first, and 30% for the second) – or 54% if you count the Essay Plans (see below). Essay titles should be agreed with me and be directly relevant to the issues discussed in the course. Only one of them may overlap with your presentation.   The DEADLINES for submission of the essays are:

Essay I (1,500 words):
Tuesday 30 October 9 am 
[extended to 4 November 11:59pm due to storm closures]
Plan / Bibliography:  submit a plan with draft bibliography by Tuesday 23 October at the latest and I will feed back before your essay deadline. You will receive 2 marks out of your overall course mark for a timely plan. [deadline extended to Thursday 25 October 11:59pm due to storm closures]
Essay II (2,000 words):
Sunday 16 December 9 am

Plan / Bibliography:  submit a plan with draft bibliography by Sunday 2 December (same rules as for Essay 1).
You are, of course, very welcome to complete them early!

Essays are marked out of 100 – with 50% being the pass mark – as follows:
	A:
95+  Outstanding
	C+:
70-74  Adequate

	A-:
90-94  Excellent
	C:
65-69  Adequate

	B+:
85-89  Very good
	C-:
60-64  Adequate

	B:
80-84  Good
	D:
50-59  Weak

	B-:
75-79  Good
	F:
0-49  (Fail)


A marking grid with rubrics / criteria is attached, and is also posted to the course website.
Essays should be submitted as Word documents electronically via the Course Website on Canvas.

Penalties for late submission:

Essay I:
1 day:


5 marks

2 days:


10 marks

3 days:


15 marks

4 days:


20 marks

5 days:


30 marks / capped at 50
More than 5 days: 
Fail  (marked at 0) 
Essay II:


1 day:

20 marks

2 days:

capped at 50 (D)

3 days+

F



I will expect you to observe academic conventions (and write correctly) in your essays. See the 
“GUIDE TO THE PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN WORK”
on the course website (you will also get a hard copy).  There you will find all the relevant rules for proper referencing and bibliography, with examples, as well as a list of common grammatical and spelling errors which should be avoided. 

To help you understand what is and isn’t acceptable and how the process for judging infractions works, please visit the SFS-Q Honor System website at http://qatar.sfs.georgetown.edu/programs-and-faculty/honor-system and read the brochure at http://qatar.sfs.georgetown.edu/programs-and-faculty/honor-system/sfs-q-honor-system.  

All submitted papers will be submitted to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism: by taking this course you are deemed to agree to this. 
(All submitted papers will be added as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers in the future). 
On the first page (or title page) of the essay, you must include the following statement:
"I affirm that my paper is free of plagiarism; I have examined the citations and references in my paper and I affirm that they are complete and correct; I have verified that this version is indeed the one that I intend to submit."

II.
seminar presentations: two 10-15-minute (maximum!) in-class presentations on topics selected from those listed in this syllabus (but different from your essay topics).  Topics for these presentations will be allocated during the first week. All tangible outputs for this (hand-outs, outlines, power-points or such like) need to be uploaded to the Course website on Canvas within 1 day of the presentation.   
These presentations (including the uploads) will together count for 15% of your overall course mark.
They will be marked on the normal scale from A to F (0-100). 
Note: Failure to upload the materials within 1 day will attract a 10-mark penalty. Failure to do so within a week will attract a 20-mark reduction. Failure to do so by the end of the course will attract a 30-mark reduction.
III.
10 reaction papers of 300-400 words: Everyone will be expected to arrive prepared for discussion of the topic of the session, having read at least one of the required readings.  From week 3 (session 6), a reaction paper on the subject of the upcoming session and explicitly based on this reading, must be uploaded to the course website before the start of the session in question. At least 10 of these brief papers must be uploaded over the duration of the course (if more than 10 are submitted, the best 10 will count). These will be rated as follows:
	0 
(inadequate or missing)
	85
(good) 

	50 
(pass)
	90 
(very good)

	75 
(satisfactory)
	100 
(excellent).


Together they count for 20 % of your course mark.   Late submission will normally mean a mark of “0”.  (You will see a “0” for every session for which you do not submit a reaction paper on time – but this will only affect your mark if you have fewer than 20 timely reaction papers overall). 
NOTE: reaction papers normally only count when you attend the class in question. You need not put in a reaction paper for sessions where you present.
IV.
review: you will need to pick one substantive article or chapter to review (you can, if you like, review a book. But the minimum is a chapter or article of around 20 pages). This review needs to be at least 600 words. This needs to be submitted by Thursday 19 November. Please think about this early on and discuss with me. (You are welcome to review a book, 
V.
online discussions in which everyone is expected to take part. To stimulate this, an opportunity to improve your overall grade is offered: I will expect at least 10 substantial contributions (that is:  contributions to the discussions on 10 sessions), which will be rated on the same scale as the reaction papers, and count for 5% of your overall course mark.
	0 
(inadequate or missing)
	85
(good) 

	50 
(pass)
	90 
(very good)

	75 
(satisfactory)
	100 
(excellent).


Attendance  

In light of the course’s reliance on group discussion and feedback on presentations, it is important that you attend class both as a listener and contributor. Absence not only means you do not benefit from the discussion, you also deprive others from benefiting from your own input. For this reason, any reaction paper will normally only get a mark if you turn up for the class in question.  If you have a good reason why you cannot come to class, please let me know in advance and/or bring corroborating evidence. 
Mobile phones must be switched off (not only ‘silent’) during the class.

Instructional Continuity
In case of emergency situations that make it impossible for us all to meet together for a scheduled class, including the inaccessibility of campus, we will, aside from make-up classes where inevitable, use the available means to hold our classes or their equivalent by using web-based and email solutions. These will include the option of Zoom meetings through the Canvas platform, use of the discussion board, email, and other interaction via the course Canvas site.

Reading

To guide your reading for seminar presentations, discussion and essays,  there are seven categories of readings:
I.  
Course textbooks 
· Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS), The Qatar Crisis (POMEPS, October 2017). Freely available on-line (https://pomeps.org/2017/10/12/the-qatar-crisis-pomeps-brief-31/)
· Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· Khalid Al-Jaber & Sigurd Neubauer (eds.), The Gulf Crisis: Reshaping Alliances in the Middle East (Gulf International Forum, 2018).
And two books explaining the background to Qatar’s foreign policy prior to the 2017 crisis:

· Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Qatar and the Arab Spring (Hurst, 2014)
· David Roberts, Qatar: Securing the Global Ambitions of a City-State (Hurst, 2016) 

II.
Another volume in Arabic that is relevant to he course: 
· Sumood Qatar: Numoodhaj fi Muqawamat al-Hisar wa quwwat ad-duwal as-sagheera (in Arabic) [Qatar’s Resilience: A Model of Resisting Blockade and the Power of Small States], Al-Jazeera Center for Studies, June 2018.  (See a brief summary in English on http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/publications/2018/06/qatars-resilience-model-resisting-blockade-power-small-states-180605095522961.html )
III.
Additional recommended reading is listed either in this syllabus for each session or added as updates via the Course Website on Canvas. 
IV.
Think Tanks and specialist reporting:
· Gulf States Newsletter  (bi-weekly) (electronic via the Library)

· Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington on-line publications, reports and blogs:  http://www.agsiw.org/publications/
V.
Credible media:


Bloomberg

Forbes

Reuters

AP

Wall Street Journal
New York Times
Financial Times
Washington Post
Al-Jazeera 
VI.
Twitter can be a very useful – if often infuriating and overwhelming – source of official and unofficial views and references to serious and less serious work. Finding your way in this and experimenting with it will be one of the aims of the course. 
Some useful English-language accounts/credible commentators to follow (but don’s stop here, and also especially consider Arabic-language ones, of course!):
@Dr_Ulrichsen
(Dr Kristian Ulrichsen, a scholar at Rice University)
@GerdDoha (two guesses as to who this belongs to…)

@andreas_krieg  (prof. at King’s College London, independent but generally sympathetic to Qatar) 

@SigiMideast  (Sigurd Neubauer, a DC-based commentator)
@GulfInlForum (a DC-based think tank generally sympathetic to Qatar)
@GiorgioCafiero (CEO of Gulf State Analytics)
@Justin_D_Martin  (Prof Journalism at Northwestern University Qatar)
@GulfStateAnalyt  (Gulf States Analytics, think tank based in DC
@GulfStatesInst (Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington – AGSIW – strikingly independent in its output, although funded to a significant extent by the UAE through a multi-year deal).
@kdiwaniya  (Kristin Smith Diwan, a scholar of Gulf politics based at AGSIW)

Official Qatari or pro-Qatar accounts:


@MOFAQatar_EN  


@IstandWithQatar


@QatarAmerica

@GCOQatar


Anti-Qatar accounts:


@AnwarGargash (Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, UAE)

@saudk178 (Saud al-Qahtani, advisor to Mohammed bin Salman, Saudi Arabia)

@gnuseibeh  (Ghanim Neusseibeh, a pro-Abu Dhabi commentator [paid by the latter]

@7yhy  (Mohamed Al-Yahya,  a pro-Saudi commentator)


@aliShihabi (Ali Shihabi, a DC-based Saudi-paid commentator and founder of the Saudi-allied Arabia Foundation) (@arabiafdn)

Other official accounts relevant to the topic:

@CENTCOM  (the US Central Command covering the Middle East & Western Asia)

Twitter is also of course a primary resource to find official and unofficial views and documentation relevant to the conflict – on all sides!

VII.
Your own discoveries whether in the library (make sure you actually spend time there for physical books and articles that are not available online!), on the web or elsewhere. 
The Web is generally a goldmine of information and analysis – but be critical about what sites you rely on.  Also, do not be tempted to lift things from the web without acknowledgement: this is easily traced and is viewed as plagiarism and heavily penalised. 

See the GUIDE TO THE PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN WORK on the course website for instructions on how to reference web-based resources.

COURSE OUTLINE 
(numbers below refer to sessions; there are two sessions per week; each session is 75 minutes)
NOTE:  Below you will find some suggested readings for many of the sessions. You do not need to read everything that is listed here!   And while I do expect you to read at least one of the listed items for each session, you also should not limit yourselves to these:  the aim is also to explore and find (and assess) other sources yourselves, which we can discuss in class (and online).

I have inserted space and time for your own reading early on in the course, so you can get off on a better-prepared start.

1.
(Mon 3/9)   Introduction
2. 
(Wed 5/9)
a. Key questions for the course to address?


b. initial readings
c. Distribution of presentation topics (to be followed up/completed via email and Canvas course website)

· Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS), The Qatar Crisis (POMEPS, October 2017) (https://pomeps.org/2017/10/12/the-qatar-crisis-pomeps-brief-31/):
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, “What’s going on with Qatar?”, pp. 6-7 
F. Gregory Gause III, “What the Qatar crisis shows about the Middle East”, pp. 10-11 
Michael Stephens, “Why key Arab countries have cut ties with Qatar — and what Trump had to do with it”, pp. 12-13 
Russel E. Lucas, “How a few young leaders are shaking up foreign policy in the Gulf Cooperation Council”, pp. 31-33
· See the early reports and analyses on various aspects and implications of the GCC crisis on AGSIW’s website: http://www.agsiw.org/gcc-crisis/ . Especially the work by Kristin Diwan, Karen Young, David Roberts, and Diane Munro

3. 
(Mon 10/9)  Personal preparatory exploration/reading

For this and the next 2 sessions – so really from Thursday 6/9 through Tuesday 18/9, I want to give you time to familiarise yourselves with, and begin to digest, some of the reading we will be exploring. I know the value of some dedicated time to read and think – especially as you start to discover a new subject! 

As part of this you will have a session on exploring sources (session 4) in which your personal librarian (Paschalia Terzi) will do some hands-on work with you.

I would suggest you start with the POMEPS volume (online) on the Qatar Crisis (see session 2),  and the background on Qatar’s development and foreign policy in the volumes by Roberts and Ulrichsen – in particular the sections listed on p. 8 of this syllabus (for sessions 11/12).
Please contact me via email for any help or feedback or to set up an appointment.
4.
(Wed 12/9) Workshop on exploring sources in the Library and beyond
5. 
(Mon 17/9)   Personal preparatory reading
Please contact me via email for any help or feedback or to set up an appointment.
Note: I will expect everyone to submit, before session 6, a 300-400 word ‘reaction paper’ on their reading over this 10-day period, and to be able to talk about what they have thus far found useful, or problematic, and what some emerging ideas are.

6.
(Wed 19/9)
(a) What would you say are reliable sources on this subject? How did you assess them?
(b) What actually happened in May and June 2017?  How are we confident that we know the ‘facts’?
See the Al-Jazeera timeline on https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/06/qatar-diplomatic-crisis-latest-updates-170605105550769.html
Gulf States News – issues from June 2017 onwards.

7. 
(Mon 24/9) 
Assessing the Economic Impact of the Boycott - I
(a) Describe the initial economic impact of the blokade on Qatar
(b) To what extent, and how, has Qatar been able to adapt to, and mitigate, the impact of the boycott?
· Al-Dafa, Maryah, “Qatar Foundation: A Civil Society Actor Responds to a Crisis”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018) 
· Coates Ulrichsen, Kristian, “The Economic Impact of the Bockade on Qatar”, in Khalid Al-Jaber & Sigurd Neubauer (eds.), The Gulf Crisis: Reshaping Alliances in the Middle East (Gulf International Forum, 2018), pp. 73-88.
· QNB economic research page (on Qatar and other more global issues), including Economic Insights, Qatar Monthly Monitor, and Economic Commentary:  https://www.qnb.com/cs/Satellite/QNBQatar/en_QA/InvestorReln/Publications/enEconomicInsightReports
· Wright, Steven, “The Gulf Crisis and the Gulf Gas Markets: The Qatari Perspective”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018) 
Also, explore the reports, posts and publications of:
· AGSIW
· IMF
· Credit Agencies (Moody’s etc.)
· QNB Qatar Monthly Monitor (also available on the course website), issues since July 2017
· Qatar Central Bank reports
· Gulf States Newsletter
Also look at reporting by Bloomberg and other quality media outlets.

8.
(Wed 26/9) Assessing the Economic Impact of the Boycott - II
How sustainable is Qatar’s situation under a continued boycott?
· Al-Ansari, Tareq, “Food Security: The Case of Qatar”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· QNB economic research page (on Qatar and other more global issues), including Economic Insights, Qatar Monthly Monitor, and Economic Commentary: https://www.qnb.com/cs/Satellite/QNBQatar/en_QA/InvestorReln/Publications/enEconomicInsightReports
· Tok, M. Evren, “Entrepreneurship in Qatar: Is the Blockade a Golden Opportunity?”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· Wright, Steven, “The Gulf Crisis and the Gulf Gas Markets: The Qatari Perspective”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018) 
Also, explore the reports, posts and publications of:
· AGSIW
· IMF
· Credit Agencies (Moody’s etc.)
· Qatar Central Bank reports
· Gulf States Newsletter
Also look at reporting by Bloomberg, Reuters, and other quality media.
9.
(Mon 1/10)  Social & Cultural Aspects of the Crisis
(a) What has been the impact on the different components of society in Qatar, both citizens and expatriate? What, if any, are the Human Rights implications of this impact?

(b) What has been the broader societal impact of the crisis, both short and longer-term, in Qatar and in the GCC states?
· Javed, Haniya, “The Qatar Blockade’s Impact on Migrants”, 
[the article deals with the broader impact as well], 
Sada Middle East Analysis (Carnegie Endowment), 28 August 2018, at http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/77120?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRVMU9UTTFNbUUyTVdWaiIsInQiOiJwTHB2N2FIemlpUkVzaTRIc3c1cXk1d0pGN2J4YWM1NzA1aGR4U01walp1b2g0UVpQZ2JBVkxtT2lxSW1rNlhRZzlcL3VhYXJxYUZHVGxyRjAzUkJcL1c3bE9JMndUQk1zVHVURFVSTzc5UVFBM1pGeWRHa2xxKytNK3VEVWUwWlRoIn0%3D  
(c )  What, if any, are some of the religious aspects of the crisis, or relevant religious arguments that have been or could be made?
· Siddiqui, Sohaira Z. M., “Religious Arguments and Counter-Arguments During the Gulf Crisis”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)

10.
(Wed 3/10)
Causes and Conceptual Lenses
· Long term / Short term

· Local / regional / international

· Analytical lenses
(a) What are the ostensible and real causes of the crisis? Distinguish between long and short-term factors, and between local, regional and international factors.
(b) What can analytical approaches in the study of International relations tell us about the causes and dynamics of the Qatar crisis?

· Foreign policy Analysis

· Coates Ulrichsen, Kristian, Qatar and the Arab Spring (Hurst, 2014),  pp. 33-35, 67-81, 94-96.
· Nonneman, Gerd, “The Qatar Crisis through the Lens of Foreign Policy Analysis”, in Rory M iller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· Small states in IR

· Coates Ulrichsen, Kristian, Qatar and the Arab Spring (Hurst, 2014),  pp. 33-35.
· Miller,  Rory, “Qatar, the Gulf Crisis and Small State Behavior in International Affairs”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018) 
· Regime Security & alliances

· Ryan, Curtis R.,  “Regime security and shifting alliances in the Middle East”, pp. 35-40 
11/12. 
(Mon 8/10 & Wed 10/10)  
Understanding Qatari foreign policy in historical and regional context 
(a) What shaped Qatari foreign policy between the 1990s and 2010?
(b) In what ways has Qatari foreign policy diverged from or been similar to those of other GCC states?

· Victor Gervais, “The Changing Security Dynamics in the Middle East and its Impact on Smaller GCC States’ Alliance Choices And Policies”, in Khalid Almezaini and Jean-Marc Rickli (eds.), The Small Gulf States: Foreign and Security Policies before and after the Arab Spring (Routledge, 2017)

· Andreas Krieg, “Gulf Security Policy after the Arab Spring: Considering Changing Security Dynamics”,  in Khalid Almezaini and Jean-Marc Rickli (eds.), The Small Gulf States: Foreign and Security Policies before and after the Arab Spring (Routledge, 2017)

· Emma Soubrier, “Evolving Foreign and Security Policies: A Comparative Study of Qatar and the UAE”, in Khalid Almezaini and Jean-Marc Rickli (eds.), The Small Gulf States: Foreign and Security Policies before and after the Arab Spring (Routledge, 2017)

On Qatar’s Foreign Policy only:

· David Roberts, Qatar: Securing the Global Ambitions of a City-State (Hurst, 2016)  (explaining the background to Qatar’s foreign policy prior to the 2017 crisis):
· pp. 22-34 (Qatar’s growth and general international relations)
· pp. 35-45 (Qatar-US relations)
· pp. 51-58 (development of the gas / LNG sector)
· pp. 83-91 (international investment policy) (Ch. 6)
· pp. 59-70 (Qatar’s record of negotiation and mediation) (Ch. 4)
· pp. 71-82 (Qatar’s record in “taboo” international relations) (Ch. 5)
· pp. 93-101 (creation and use of Al-Jazeera) (Ch. 7)
· Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Qatar and the Arab Spring (Hurst, 2014)

· pp. 26-33 (history & background: the rise of Hamad bin Khalifa)
· pp. 33-35 (discussion of IR, Foreign Policy Analysis & small states as relevant to Qatar)
· pp. 38-41  (Al-Jazeera)
· pp. 56-60  (international sports as part of Qatar’s FP & branding)
· pp. 67-81 & 94-96:  Foreign Policy Analysis applied to Qatar
· pp. 92-94 (issues of capacity in making and implementing of FP in Qatar)
[this reading to be continued over next 2 weeks – for discussion on 24/10]
13.
(Mon 15/10)   
Library Session on sources, research, referencing & writing
14.
(Wed 17/10)  Prep for Essay I 

(please contact me by email during the week for individual consultation)

Holiday   (Mon 22/10)

Essay I outline / draft & bibliography:  deadline 23/10  [extended to 25/10]
15.
(Wed 24/10)
Understanding Qatari foreign policy: 
the Arab Spring and after
(a) How has Qatari foreign policy evolved since the Arab Spring – and why?
· David Roberts, Qatar: Securing the Global Ambitions of a City-State (Hurst, 2016)  (explaining the background to Qatar’s foreign policy prior to the 2017 crisis):
· pp. 123-148 (Qatar and the Arab Spring) (Ch. 9) 
· Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Qatar and the Arab Spring (Hurst, 2014)

· pp. 99-106; 110-119 

· David Roberts, “Qatar and the UAE: Exploring Divergent Responses to the Arab Spring”, in Middle East Journal, Vol. 71. No. 4,  2017, pp. 544-562.
· James Dorsey, “Wahhabism vs. Wahhabism: Qatar Challenges Saudi Arabia” (Singapore: RSIS, Working Paper 262, 6 September 2013),  at https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/rsis-pubs/WP262.pdf 
16. 
(Mon 29/10)  Understanding Saudi and UAE Foreign Policy 
(a) Describe and explain the patterns and evolution of Saudi foreign policy, with special reference to the Gulf and Middle East

(b) Describe and explain the patterns and evolution of UAE foreign policy, with special reference to the Gulf and the Middle East

· Gerd Nonneman, “The Qatar Crisis through the Lens of Foreign Policy Analysis”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· Victor Gervais, “The Changing Security Dynamics in the Middle East and its Impact on Smaller GCC States’ Alliance Choices And Policies”, in Khalid Almezaini and Jean-Marc Rickli (eds.), The Small Gulf States: Foreign and Security Policies before and after the Arab Spring (Routledge, 2017)

· Andreas Krieg, “Gulf Security Policy after the Arab Spring: Considering Changing Security Dynamics”,  in Almezaini and Rickli (eds.), The Small Gulf States
· Emma Soubrier, “Evolving Foreign and Security Policies: A Comparative Study of Qatar and the UAE”, in Almezaini and Rickli (eds.), The Small Gulf States
· David Roberts, “Qatar and the UAE: Exploring Divergent Responses to the Arab Spring”, in Middle East Journal, Vol. 71. No. 4,  2017, pp. 544-562.
· POMEPS, The Qatar Crisis: 
Russel E. Lucas, “How a few young leaders are shaking up foreign policy in the Gulf Cooperation Council”, pp. 31-33
· Ruth Hanau Santini, “Bankrolling containment: Saudi linkages with Egypt and Tunisia”, pp. 40-45 
· Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, “Who is Saudi Arabia’s new crown prince?” , pp. 46-48

· Stéphane Lacroix, “Saudi Arabia Just Let Women Drive. Don’t Mistake it for Democracy”, pp. 48-50 
· Stéphane Lacroix, “Saudi Arabia’s Muslim Brotherhood predicament”, pp. 51-54 
· James Dorsey, “Transition in the Middle East: Transition to What?”, National Security Vol. 1, no. 1 (2018), pp. 84-108 (at https://www.vifindia.org/sites/default/files/aug-2018-national-security-vol-1-issue-1-JDorsey.pdf )
· James Dorsey, “The Gulf Crisis: Small States Battle it Out”, South Asia Journal, 25 July 2017 (http://southasiajournal.net/the-gulf-crisis-small-states-battle-it-out/ )
Essay I deadline  (1,500 words):  Sunday 30/10 at 9 am [extended to 4/11 at 23:59]
17.
(Wed 31/10)  International Responses

- US

- China and Russia

- EU

- rest of the world

· Marc Lynch, “How Trump’s alignment with Saudi Arabia and the UAE is inflaming the Middle East”, pp. 33-34 
· Freer, Courtney, 

18.
(Mon 5/11)  Regional responses and impact

Discuss the responses to the crisis among the GCC states, the wider Gulf, the wider Middle East and the Horn of Africa
· Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, “The Gulf Impasse’s One Year Anniversary & the Changing Regional Dynamics”, Washington, DC: Gulf International Forum, 30 March 2018  (https://gulfif.com/the-gulf-impasse/ ) 
· In POMEPS, The Qatar Crisis: 
· Karen E. Young, “How Egypt wound up in the center of a Gulf Cooperation Council dispute on Qatar”, pp. 18-29 
· Youssef Cherif , “Everyone is taking sides in the Qatar crisis. Here’s why these four North African states aren’t”, pp.  20-21 
· Stacey Philbrick Yadav, “Oman is a mediator in Yemen. Can it play the same role in Qatar?” , pp.  22-23 
· Russel E. Lucas, “How a few young leaders are shaking up foreign policy in the Gulf Cooperation Council”, pp. 31-32
· Curtis R. Ryan, “Regime security and shifting alliances in the Middle East”, pp. 35-40 
· Ruth Hanau Santini, “Bankrolling containment: Saudi linkages with Egypt and Tunisia”, pp. 40-46 
· Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, “Who is Saudi Arabia’s new crown prince?” , pp. 46-48
· Stéphane Lacroix, “Saudi Arabia Just Let Women Drive. Don’t Mistake it for Democracy”, pp. 48-50 
· Kristian Ulrichsen, ‘The Exclusionary Turn in GCC Politics’, Arab Center DC, 21 August 2018, http://arabcenterdc.org/policy_analyses/the-exclusionary-turn-in-gcc-politics/ 
· Kristin Smith Diwan, “The GCC is becoming more – and less – than the sum of its parts”, AGSIW, August 13, 2018, http://www.agsiw.org/gcc-becoming-more-less-sum-of-parts/ 

· Harry Verhoeven, ‘The Other Gulf Cold War: GCC Rivalries in Africa’ in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018) 
19.
(Wed 7/11)   Domestic Political Impact in Qatar
What, if any, has been or may be the domestic political impact of the Blockade in Qatar?
· Jocelyn Sage Mitchell, “The Domestic Policy Opportunities of an International Blockade”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· Jocelyn Sage Mitchell, “Why did Qatar just change its residency laws?”, in POMEPS, The Qatar Crisis, pp. 24-27
· Kristin Diwan Smith, “Qatar’s Domestic Agenda and the Gulf Crisis”, Lawfare Blog, 25 February 2018 (https://www.lawfareblog.com/qatars-domestic-agenda-and-gulf-crisis) 
20. 
(Mon 12/11)  Tools:  (1) Media, Social Media
Discuss the use of media and social media as tools in the crisis on both sides 

· Akdenizli, Banu, “Twitter as an Instrument of Foreign Policy: Qatar and the GCC”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
· Al-Jaber, Khalid, “The War of anufactirung Consent and Public Opinion”, in Khalid Al-Jaber & Sigurd Neubauer (eds.), The Gulf Crisis: Reshaping Alliances in the Middle East (Gulf International Forum, 2018), pp. 89-107.
· Fattah, Ashraf, “The Editorialization of Hard News Reports in the Gulf Crisis: A Case Study in the Politics of Translation”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018) 
· Jones, Marc, “Hacking, bots and information wars in the Qatar spat”, in POMEPS, The Qatar Crisis, pp. 8-10. 
· Paschyn, Christina, “How International Media Tackled the Blockade”, ”, in Rory Miller (ed.), The Gulf Crisis: The View from Qatar (HBKU Press, 2018)
21. & 22.    Wed 14/11 and Mon 19/11:  no class, BUT:

· 14/11:  submit a draft of your REVIEW  (substantive journal article or book chapter of at least 20 pages / 8,000 words – or indeed a book if you like),  and I will give feedback.

· 19/11:  submit your final version of the review. 

Also please contact me directly by email (or via the Canvas discussion sire for this course) for any questions or feedback on other matters.

23. (Wed 21/11)   Tools:  (2) Propaganda and attempts to influence society: domestic, regional, international 


“Discuss the use of propaganda by both sides in the conflict, at the domestic, regional and international levels.”

(ADEENA  YAQOOB   &   NAYHA NAEEM)

· Consult the relevant chapters in your textbooks



· Search coverage by Reuters and Bloomberg agencies
· Search coverage by New York Times, Washington Post, The Economist

· See the websites of the Qatari, Emirati and Saudi news agencies and media
24 & 25. (Mon 26/11  &  Wed 28/11)   no normal classes but Prep for Essay II
(please contact me by email for individual consultation)

Essay II outline / draft & bibliography: deadline Sunday 2/12

26.
(Mon 3/12)  Tools: (3) Diplomacy/ public diplomacy

How have both sides used, or tried to use, diplomacy as a tool in the conflict?
  (AASIM AL THANI)

· Hassan Hassan, “Qatar won the Saudi blockade”, in Foreign Policy, 4 June 2018 (https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/06/04/qatar-won-the-saudi-blockade/)
· Consult the relevant chapters in your textbooks



· Search coverage by Reuters and Bloomberg agencies

· Search coverage by New York Times, Washington Post, The Economist

· See the websites of the Qatari, Emirati and Saudi Foreign Ministries

· https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/06/qatar-diplomatic-crisis-latest-updates-170605105550769.html 
27.
(Wed 5/12)  The question of political Islam and the Muslim Brotherhood in the Gulf


Discuss the role and question of political Islam as a factor in the Qatar crisis and in Gulf politics more broadly         
(HUDA OSMAN  &  AMAL BERRADA)

· POMEPS,  The Qatar Crisis:
· Stéphane Lacroix, “Saudi Arabia’s Muslim Brotherhood predicament”, pp. 51-53 

· David B. Roberts, “Qatar, the Ikhwan, and transnational relations in the Gulf “, pp. 54-60 

· Kristin Smith Diwan, “The future of the Muslim Brotherhood in the Gulf”, pp. 60-63 

· Kristin Smith Diwan, “The ‘third image’ in Islamist politics”, pp. 63-65 

· Guido Steinberg, “The Gulf States and the Muslim Brotherhood”, pp. 65-68

· Courtney Freer, “From Co-optation to Crackdown”, pp.  68-70
28.
(Mon 10/12)   Looking Back, Outlook & Future Questions
How do you see the future of the Qatar crisis, and why?     (MASHAEL AL-MULLA  &  NAYHA NAEEM)
· Kristian Ulrichsen, “The Gulf Impasse’s One Year Anniversary & the Changing Regional Dynamics”, Washington, DC: Gulf International Forum, 30 March 2018  (https://gulfif.com/the-gulf-impasse/ ) 

· Marc Lynch, “Three big lessons of the Qatar crisis” pp. 14-16

Plus your own reflections on the basis of your reading over the course as a whole

Essay II deadline (2,000 words):  Sunday 16/12 at 9 am
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