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The ongoing civil and regional war in Yemen makes opportunities for conventional field 
research in the country largely impossible.  While some scholars have been able to travel to some 
parts of Yemen, conditions are uncertain and most scholars attempting to conduct research on 
Yemen are working with documents and conducting interviews outside of the country and/or 
online.  This research guide reflects that reality. 
 
The following list includes materials that I have taught over three iterations of my capstone 
seminar “Yemen: Politics of Disintegration” for senior undergraduate students in the United 
States. The readings tend toward empirical richness more than theoretical argument, with some 
exceptions; while there are a number of ethnographies on the list, the list as a whole is largely 
concerned with “politics” broadly construed. In many cases, the authors listed below have other 
significant work, but I have found the pieces here are accessible and effective for readers new to 
the study of Yemen. Motivated readers might simply work from this list of names in doing more 
advanced searches. While the list is organized by topic, several works were difficult to categorize 
and speak to more than one theme. 
 
Please note that this list heavily favors material written about and published during the lifespan 
of the Republic of Yemen (1990-??).  While there is a wealth of excellent material on the Yemen 
Arab Republic and the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, and any serious scholar of 
Yemeni history and politics will need to engage this material, many of the monographs listed 
here spend at least some time discussing conditions and dynamics that predate the 1990 
unification. The list also favors scholars writing in English for academic audiences, with all the 
attendant problems this raises. The bibliographies of most of these works will guide readers of 
Arabic to work produced by Yemeni scholars, as well work in European languages.  
 
In each subsection, the material is organized from most to least recent.  While it is not typically 
the practice of AGAPS to include think tanks or NGOs in these resource guides, some of the 
most up-to-date material reflecting the realities of the war are produced by such venues.  Their 
inclusion, and indeed the inclusion of any of the readings on this list, should not be taken as an 
uncritical endorsement. 
 
General Political Surveys 

• Ginny Hill. 2017. Yemen Endures: Civil War, Saudi Adventurism, and the Future of 
Arabia. Oxford University Press.  

• Sheila Carapico. 2016. Arabia Incognita: Dispatches from Yemen and the Gulf. Just 
World Books. 

• Helen Lackner. 2014. Why Yemen Matters. Saqi Press. 
• John M. Willis. 2013. Unmaking North and South: Cartographies of the Yemeni Past. 

Columbia University Press. 
• Christopher Boucek and Marina Ottaway. 2010. Yemen on the Brink. Carnegie 

Endowment for International Peace.  



• Lisa Wedeen. 2008. Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen. 
University of Chicago Press.  

• Fred Halliday. 2001. Arabia Without Sultans. Saqi. 
• Paul Dresch. 2000. A History of Modern Yemen. Cambridge University Press. 
• Sheila Carapico. 1998. Civil Society in Yemen: A Political Economy of Activism in 

Southern Arabia. Cambridge University Press.  
• Robert Burrowes. 1987. The Yemen Arab Republic: The Politics of Development, 1962-

1986. Westview.  
 

Regime and Opposition 
• Sarah Phillips. 2011. Yemen and the Politics of Permanent Crisis. Routledge.  
• Michaelle Browers. 2009. Political Ideology in the Arab World: Accomodation and 

Transformation. Cambridge University Press.  
 
Gender and Politics 

• Anne Meneley. 2016. Tournaments of Value: Sociability and Hierarchy in a Yemeni 
Town. 20th anniversary edition. University of Toronto Press.  

• Stacey Philbrick Yadav. 2010. “Segmented Publics and Islamist Women in Yemen.” 
Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies 6(2):1-30. 

• Stacey Philbrick Yadav and Janine Clark. 2010. “Disappointments and New Directions: 
Women, Partisanship, and the Regime in Yemen.” HAWWA 8 (1):55-95. 
 

Tribes and Politics  
• Shelagh Weir. 2007. A Tribal Order: Politics and Law in the Mountains of Yemen. 

University of Texas Press. 
• Steve Caton. 2006. Yemen Chronicle: An Anthropology of War and Mediation. Hill and 

Wang. 
 
Northern Politics and Identity 

• Marieke Brandt. 2018. Tribes and Politics in Yemen: A History of the Houthi Conflict. 
Hurst. 

• Barak Salmoni et al. 2010. Regime and Periphery in Northern Yemen: The Houthi 
Phenomenon. RAND. 

• Gabrielle vom Bruck. 2005. Islam, Memory, and Morality in Yemen. Palgrave.  
 
Southern Politics and Identity 

• Noel Brehony. 2011. Yemen Divided: The Story of a Failed State in South Arabia. I.B. 
Tauris. 

• Susanne Dahlgren. 2010. Contested Realities: The Public Sphere and Morality in 
Southern Yemen. Syracuse University Press. 

 
Religion and Politics 

• Stacey Philbrick Yadav. 2013. Islamists and the State: Legitimacy and Institutions in 
Yemen and Lebanon. I.B. Tauris. 

• Laurent Bonnefoy. 2011. Salafism in Yemen: Transnationalism and Religious Identity. 
Hurst.   

• Jillian Schwedler. 2006. Faith in Moderation: Islamist Parties in Jordan and Yemen. 
Cambridge University Press. 



• Janine Clark. 2004. Islam, Charity, and Activism. Indiana University Press. 
 
 
The 2011 Uprising 

• Atiaf al-Wazir. 2016. “Yemen’s Enduring Resistance: Youth Between Politics and 
Informal Mobilization.” Mediterranean Politics 21 (1): 170-191. 

• Laurent Bonnefoy and Marine Poirier. 2012. “The Structuration of the Yemeni 
Revolution: Exploring a Process in Motion.” Revue Française de Science Politique 62 
(5): 895-913. 

• Stacey Philbrick Yadav. 2011. “Antecedents of the Revolution: Intersectoral Networks 
and Post-Partisanship in Yemen.” Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism 11(3): 550-563. 

The Transitional Process  
• Markieke Transfeld. 2016. “Political Bargaining and Violent Conflict: Shifting Elite 

Alliances as the Decisive Factor in Yemen’s Transformation.” Mediterranean Politics 21 
(1): 150-169. 

• Erica Gaston. 2014. “Process Lessons Learned in Yemen’s National Dialogue.” United 
States Institute for Peace.  

• Erica Gaston and Nadwa al-Dawsari. “Waiting for Change: The Impact of Transition on 
Local Justice and Security in Yemen.” United States Institute for Peace Working Paper, 
January 20, 2013.  

• International Crisis Group. “Yemen’s Military-Security Reform: Seeds of New 
Conflict?” Middle East Report No. 139, April 4, 2013. 

• Peter Salisbury. 2013. “Yemen: Corruption, Capital Flight, and Global Drivers of 
Conflict.” Chatham House.  

• Peter Salisbury. 2011. “Yemen’s Economy: Oil, Imports, and Elites.” Chatham House.  

 
Yemen at War 

• Stacey Philbrick Yadav and Marc Lynch, eds. 2018. Politics, Governance, and 
Reconstruction in Yemen. POMEPS Studies 29. Project on Middle East Political Science.  

• Peter Salisbury. 2017. “Bickering While Yemen Burns: Poverty, War, and Political 
Indifference.” Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington.  

• International Crisis Group. “Yemen’s Al Qaeda: Expanding the Base.” Report 174, 2 
February 2017. 

• Adam Baron. “Yemen Beginning to Come Apart at the Seams.” European Council on 
Foreign Relations, 30 May 2017. 

• International Crisis Group. "Instruments of Pain (I): Conflict and Famine in Yemen." 
Middle East Briefing No. 52, 13 April 2017. 

Non-Governmental Resources on Contemporary Conflict 
• American Institute for Yemeni Studies 
• Chatham House 
• European Council on Foreign Relations 
• International Crisis Group 
• Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies  
• Yemen Polling Center 

 


