HIS 482: History of Saudi Arabia
204 Dauphin Humanities Center, MW 5 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
Dr. Brian J. Ulrich

Office: 201 Dauphin Humanities Center, ex. 1736
Office Hours: MWF 11:00-11:50, MW 3:00-4:00 p.m., also by appointment
E-Mail: bjulrich@ship.edu

Required Texts

History of Saudi Arabia, 2nd Edition, Madawi al-Rasheed
The Mission and the Kingdom, David Commins
Arabian Satire: Poetry from 18th-Century Najd, Hmedan al-Shwe’ir
A Most Masculine State, Madawi al-Rasheed
America’s Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier, Robert Vitalis
Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia, Toby Jones

Electronic reserves found on D2L

Course Description

This course will be a study of the history of Saudi Arabia from the beginnings of the first Saudi state in the mid-1700’s until the present.  It is divided into two sections.  The first half of the course will be a chronological survey of important themes in Saudi Arabian history, with a focus on the development of the Saudi state, the relationship of that state with Saudi society, and the development of Wahhabi Islam within the kingdom.  The second half of the course will look involve and in-depth look at three important themes each represented by a recent monograph: the history of women in Saudi Arabia, the ARAMCO oil company as a core part of Saudi-American relations, and the role of Saudi environmental policy in the political of the historically Shi’ite Eastern Province.

Assignments

Approximately every two weeks as noted on the syllabus, students will complete short response papers as noted on the syllabus.  There are to be a minimum of two complete pages assuming double spaced 12-point Times New Roman, 11-point Calibri, or a similar size font.  In the first half of the course, these are to be directed at the questions on the syllabus.  For the final three, students should craft their own topics based on a thread they see throughout the book associated with that paper.  Students should cite all material in these papers in Chicago/Turabian style, though no bibliography is required.  This includes any lecture, as per citation format 17.6.2 in the Turabian 8th edition.  Citation of class discussion is not required.  These will count towards the quizzes and short assignments section of the grade.  Occasional pop quizzes or on-line quizzes over the reading are also a possibility.

An additional required assignment will be to attend the Saudi Arabian National Day celebration on the quad, the exact date of which is undetermined but will be in mid-late September.  In response, students will write a paper of the same length as those based on the readings.  For this paper, students will relate what they see of the celebration to what we have studied in class, note which elements of the Saudi past and present serve as the basis for the celebration, and any personal reflections tied to the event through specific details.  This paper will be due the Monday following the event.  Finally, graduate students will be divided into pairs and record two podcasts during the second half of the course.  Details on this assignment are forthcoming.  Both the National Day paper and the podcasts will count on the Quizzes and Short Assignments section of the grade.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance for this course is required.  Students automatically have two excused absences.  Absences over that will result in the participation portion of the grade being reduced by 10%.  Participation is more than attendance.

The two weightiest assignments of the semester are the exam over the first half of the course and the research project at the end.  These will have different expectations for undergraduate and graduate students, and details are forthcoming.

Grading:
Short Assignments and Quizzes – 20%
Participation – 20%
Exam – 20%
Research Paper – 30% 
Research Presentation – 10% 

Academic Misconduct

Plagiarism is bad, and all information in papers must be cited using Chicago/Turabian footnotes.  The minimum penalty for plagiarism will be a zero on the assignment in question.  You also cannot cheat on the exam.

Disability Accommodation

If you feel you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs at least 72 hours prior to the activity which requires the accommodation.  If you have not already done so, you must contact the Office of Disability Services.  This office is responsible for determining reasonable and appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities on a case-by-case basis, and more generally, for ensuring that members of the community with disabilities have access to Shippensburg’s programs and services.  They also assist students in identifying and managing the factors that may interfere with learning and in developing strategies to enhance learning.  I cannot approve an accommodation without you registering. 

Sexual Assault Statement

Shippensburg University and its faculty are committed to assuring a safe and productive educational environment for all students.  In order to meet this commitment and to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and guidance from the Office for Civil Rights, the University requires faculty members to report incidents of sexual violence shared by students to the University's Title IX Coordinator.  The only exceptions to the faculty member's reporting obligation are when incidents of sexual violence are communicated by a student during a classroom discussion, in a writing assignment for a class, or as part of a University-approved research project.  Faculty members are obligated to report allegations of sexual violence or any other abuse of a student who was, or is, a child (a person under 18 years of age) when the abuse allegedly occurred.  Such reporting must be made to the Shippensburg University Police at 477-1444, the Department of Human Services (DHS) at 800-932-0313, and the University’s Office of the Vice President of Student Affairs at 477-1308.

Schedule of Readings and Major Assignments

August 27 – Course Intro
August 29 – Hmedan, ix-xxxiv, Poems 1-2, 4-10, 12-14, 15-17, 19-20, 22-26, 28-31, 34

September 3 – LABOR DAY
September 5 – al-Rasheed, History, 13-22; Commins, 7-39; Hmedan Poems 3, 27, 32; 	Muhammad b. Abd al-Wahhab, The Removal of Doubts, pp. 4-29

September 10 – Commins, pp. 40-79; al-Rasheed, History, 22-36; Hmedan, 11, 21; Lady Anne 	Blunt, 	Pilgrimage to Nejd, Chapter X (Emirates and 19th-century Wahhabism)
September 12 – Soraya Altorki and Donald P. Cole, Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 	‘Unayzah (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1989), pp. 32-66; Benjamin Reilly, Slavery 	Agriculture, and Malaria in the Arabian Peninsula (Athens: Ohio University Press, 	2015), pp. 49-82; Hmedan, 18, 33 (Agriculture) 
(Short Paper Due: Craft a topic which explores connections among three of the following		four areas in material covered so far: politics, religion, economy, society)

September 17 – al-Rasheed, History, pp. 37-59; Jacob Goldberg, “The Origins of British-Saudi 	Relations: The 1915 Anglo-Saudi Treaty Revisited,” The Historical Journal 28 (1985): 	693-703; Abdulaziz al-Fahad, “The ‘Imama vs. the ‘Iqal: Hadari-Bedouin Conflict and 	the Formation of the Saudi State,” History, Contemporary Society, and Politics in Saudi 	Arabia and Yemen, ed. Madawi al-Rasheed and Robert Vitalis (New York: Palgrave 	MacMillan, 2004), pp. 35-76; Dalal Mukhlid al-Harbi, Prominent Women from Central 		Arabia (Reading: Ithaca Press, 2008), pp. 55-7, 89-92 . (Expansion of Third State)
September 19 – al-Rasheed, History, pp. 59-101; Commins, 71-103; “Organization for Law and 	Order in Saudi Arabia” (Establishing the State)

September 24 – al-Rasheed, History, pp. 102-29; Commins, pp. 104-54 (Arab Nationalism and 	Islamism)
September 26 – al-Rasheed, History, pp. 130-81; Commins, pp. 155-71 (Late 20th Century) 	(Short Paper Due: Explain three factors which influenced the development of the Saudi 	state during the twentieth century, as well as the relationships among the factors which 	you have selected)

October 1 – al-Rasheed, History, pp. 211-41; Commins, pp. 171-209 (2000’s)
October 3 – al-Rasheed, History, pp. 182-210, 242-74 (Saudi Arabia Today)

October 8 – EXAM
October 10 – Individual Research Plan Due

October 15 – FALL BREAK
October 17 – al-Rasheed, Masculine, pp. 1-76

October 22 – al-Rasheed, Masculine, pp. 77-133; Translated Fatwas of CRLO, pp. 173-9
October 24 – al-Rasheed, Masculine, pp. 134-211

October 29 – al-Rasheed, Masculine, pp. 212-96 (Short Paper Due)
October 31 – Vitalis, Foreward, pp. 1-61

November 5 –Vitalis, pp. 62-120
November 7 – Vitalis, pp. 121-93

November 12 – Vitalis, pp. 194-275 (Short Paper Due)
November 14 – Jones, pp. 1-53

November 19 – Jones, pp. 54-115
November 21 – THANKSGIVING

November 26 – Jones, pp. 115-78
November 28 – Jones, pp. 179-244 (Short Paper Due)

December 3 – Presentations
December 5 – Presentations

December 12, 3:30-5:30 - Presentations
