

HIST 3811, Fall 2017, Page 8
HIST 3811:10 / CRN 16102 (Fall 2017)—THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST to 1948

Monroe 115 (T/TH, 12:45-2pm)

[bookmark: _GoBack]PROF. SHIRA ROBINSON  (snrobins@gwu.edu) 
314 Phillips Hall  
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:15-4:00pm, and by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This discussion-based course surveys the key political, economic, social, and cultural transformations of the Middle East from the early-nineteenth century through World War II and the 1948 war in Palestine/Israel. Geographically, we will focus on the Ottoman Empire and its successor states in Turkey and the Arab East, but we will also touch on Persia/Iran under Safavid, Qajari, and Pahlavi rule. Thematically, we will focus on the integration of the region into the world economy, the role of gender, religion and ethnicity in social and political life; the impact of European intervention and formal colonial rule; and the development of new political projects and collective identities such as constitutionalism, nationalism, Islamism, and the working class. Throughout the semester we will question conventional binaries such as East/West, modernity/piety, Arab/Jew, and we will trace the ways in which the combination of European intervention and the nation-state project led not only to the end of the Ottoman Empire, but the violent “unmixing” of peoples in the region. 

This class includes 150 minutes of direct interaction and a minimum of 300 minutes of independent learning per week. No prior knowledge is required, but students should be prepared to keep up with a substantial reading load and to participate actively in class. 

This course has two aims:

1. To introduce you to the major political, economic, social and cultural transformations in the region over the past 200+ years. Clearly we cannot—nor will we attempt to—cover the history of the region in a systematic or comprehensive manner; instead, this survey will introduce you to major themes, actors, and problems in its modern history through the mid-20th century. 

2. To promote historical thinking—the ability to analyze texts as well as conceptual and thematic issues critically, not simply to memorize and regurgitate historical “facts.” We will concern ourselves with asking the following questions: 

a) how historical actors interpreted the world they lived in as well as the changes they lived through and to an extent took part in affecting; 
b) why and how certain historical developments occurred;
c) how and why individuals, social groups, and states construct particular narratives of the past; and
d) how professional historians interpret, analyze, and craft histories of the region. 

READINGS (available for purchase/rent at the GWU bookstore and at the Gelman Reserve Desk).

1. Aydin, Cemil. The Idea of the Muslim World: A Global Intellectual History. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2017.
2. Gelvin, James L. The Modern Middle East: A History. 4th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2015. 
3. Download coursepack PDF file from Blackboard (http://blackboard.gwu.edu) and print at Staples or at a printer of your choice; have bound or place in binder.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 

NOTE: A passing grade in each of the following grading components is required to pass the course (i.e. a student who fails to complete one of the components may not pass the course, even if they received an “A” in every other component.)
1. Participation (10%). On-time attendance and active participation is required in all course sessions. You must sign your name on the attendance sheet at the start of each session. Any absences beyond two “free passes” for reasons other than documented illness or emergency will be penalized by one-point (an ‘A’ will become an ‘A-’, a ‘B+’ will become a ‘B’, etc.) I will evaluate your participation on the basis of the quality and consistency of your contributions to the discussion, as well as the degree to which you listen to and engage with the comments of your classmates. (This includes all questions, factual or interpretive!). I reserve the right to call on students at random.

In order to earn a high participation grade you need to prepare for each day’s discussion by 

a. Reading hard copies of the assigned texts closely and critically before class and record your notes in a notebook or on the margins of each text.

· For secondary sources (scholarly analyses), identify the main question the article or chapter seeks to answer (or, the puzzle it seeks to solve, the claim it seeks to counter); its central argument; the kinds of evidence the author marshals to support his or her claims; and the tone and structure of the narrative. Are you persuaded by their account? What further questions does it raise? What are the broader political or intellectual stakes and implications of the argument? 

· For primary sources, first identify what kind of document it is (memoir, news clip, political tract, legal document, personal letter, image, etc.) and its broad historical context. Who is its author and its intended audience, and what issues does it address? What are its main points and what kind of vocabulary and tone does it use to convey them? What assumptions does it contain and what values does it express? Highlight the specific sections that help you answer these questions.

· When more than one text assigned, consider how the various readings relate to one another, and to readings we have discussed previously? 

b. Arriving in class with all the relevant texts and your accompanying notes in hard copy form.

2. Four Take-home Quizzes (15% each, 60% total), due on Blackboard (via SafeAssign): These will take the form of “open book” short essays, based on the readings and class discussions of the previous weeks. You are expected to document your sources. The quizzes will be due by 9am on the following Mondays: 9/25, 10/25, 11/13, and 12/11.  More details to come.

3. 2-3 single-page analysis on any Ottoman History Podcast episode that pertains to the period through the First World War and its immediate consequences (15%). The idea is to listen to a podcast about Ottoman society that intrigues you and which you can analyze in the context of a topic we have studied in class. You may submit this assignment through Blackboard at any time before 9am on Monday, 11/1. You do not need to do outside reading for this assignment, but you do need to flesh out the historical context and your analysis of the episode by drawing on at least two of the assigned readings from the syllabus (this may include the textbook). You can find all episodes at http://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/. 

** The only episode that you may not write about it is the interview with Cemil Aydin about his new book, which we are reading throughout the term.

4. 3-4 single-page historically-informed analysis of 2-3 primary sources on the interwar Middle East from the Cambridge Archive Editions Documents collections, available online or in print through Gelman Library’s Global Resource Center (http://library.gwu.edu/grc/specialized-collections) (15%). GW’s MENA librarian, Amanda Hanoosh-Steinberg, will visit the class early in the semester to discuss the available material to choose from and explain how she can help you to pick a topic and find relevant documents. You must consult with me in person about the documents you wish to use. More details to come. You may submit this assignment through Blackboard at any time before 9am on Thursday, December 14.

Extra Credit Opportunities: The Institute for Middle East Studies (IMES) hosts numerous workshops and lectures throughout the semester. Join their mailing list (https://imes.elliott.gwu.edu/events) to receive announcements about upcoming events. Students who attend a relevant talk at IMES or elsewhere at GW and submit a 1-2 page analysis (not merely a summary) are eligible to earn one extra percentage point per talk, for a total of 2 extra percentage points for the semester. I strongly encourage you to attend and participate in these events. Not only will they possibly make a difference in your grade, but you will feel more engaged in the intellectual life of the GW community.

POLICIES AND RESOURCES

Paper formatting: All assignments must be formatted in 12-point font, Times New Roman, with standard (1.25-inch) margins on all sides. They must also contain your name, the date, a title, and page numbers. Failure to meet these specifications will result in an automatic deduction of a third of a letter grade. 

Technology: No laptops, tablets, or smartphone device readers are allowed in class. Barring a medical reason documented through the office of Disability Support Services, you must bring hard copies of all the relevant readings to class and take notes on the margins of the actual paper or in an old-fashioned notebook. Taking good notes before and during class will work to your advantage, since quizzes are open-book. There is extensive evidence supporting this pedagogical policy. As NPR reported on April 17, 2016, “research shows that laptops and tablets have a tendency to be distracting…. and a study has shown that the fact that you have to be slower when you take notes by hand is what makes it more useful in the long run.” For further research, see http://www.dailydot.com/opinion/laptops-education-classroom-students/

Late work: If, in advance, you foresee a serious problem with submitting your papers or quizzes, I will consider granting you an extension. If you have a documented personal emergency just prior to the deadline/quiz and do not have time to reach me, you must contact me at the earliest possible date afterwards, provide me with proper documentation, and arrange to make up the work.

Barring a scheduled extension or a documented emergency, late assignments will be penalized by one point for each day that they are late, for up to three days total). For example, an “A” quiz will earn an “A-” for the first day it is late, a “B+” for the second, and a “B” for the third. Any assignment submitted 72 hours after the deadline has passed will earn a zero.

Academic Integrity: All work must be completed in accordance with GW’s code of Academic Integrity, which defines academic dishonesty as “cheating of any kind, including misrepresenting one's own work, taking credit for the work of others without crediting them and without appropriate authorization, and the fabrication of information.” For the full code, see: http://www.gwu.edu/~ntegrity/code.html. I take plagiarism very seriously. If I find it in your writing I will report it and you will risk failing the course. If you any questions about what constitutes plagiarism please see me or raise the issue in class. 

Disability Support Services Any student who may need an accommodation based on the potential impact of a disability should immediately contact the Disability Support Services office at 202-994-8250 in Rome Hall, Suite 102, to establish eligibility. We will work together to coordinate reasonable accommodations. For more information please refer to: http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss/

University Counseling Center (202-994-5300): The UCC offers 24/7 assistance and referral to address students' personal, social, career, and study skills problems. For more, visit http://gwired.gwu.edu/counsel/CounselingServices/AcademicSupportServices/.

CARE Reports: When in doubt about the well-being of another student, it is important to file a CARE Network report online: http://students.gwu.edu/care

Religious Holidays: You must notify me the first week of class of your intention to miss class on your day(s) of religious observance. Together we will arrange necessary make-up provisions.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Safety: In the case of an emergency, if at all possible, the class should shelter in place. If the building that the class is in is affected, follow the evacuation procedures for the building. After evacuation, seek shelter at a predetermined rendezvous location. 


READINGS SCHEDULE

(T) 8/29	Orientations 

GELVIN, MODERN MIDDLE EAST, 7-23.

Carl W. Ernst, “Islam in the Eyes of the West,” in Following Mohammad: Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary World (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003), 1-36.

(R) 8/31	The Middle East in the Early Modern World

	GELVIN, MME, 24-43.
	
(T) 9/05	Was there a Muslim World?

	Cemil Aydin, The Idea of the Muslim World, 1-36.
 
19th Century Transformations: Between Istanbul, the Provinces, and Europe 

(R) 9/7	Muslims and Non-Muslims in the Ottoman Empire at the Turn of the 19th century

Aron Rodrigue, “Difference and Tolerance in the Ottoman Empire,” interview by Nancy Reynolds, Stanford Humanities Review 5 (Fall 1995): 81-90.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Najwa Al-Qattan, “Litigants and Neighbors: The Communal Topography of Ottoman Damascus,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 44, no. 3 (2002): 511-533.

(T) 9/12	The Origins of the Tanzimat Reforms 

GELVIN, MME, 44-57; 69-76 [STOP AT END OF 2ND PARA, ABOUT THE BALTA LIMAN TREATY].

Butrus Abu-Manneh, “The Islamic Roots of the Gülhane Rescript,” Die Welt des Islams 34 (1994): 173-203.
Primary Sources: “Balta Liman” and “The Hatt-ı Şerif Decree” in Gelvin, MME, 166-169.

(R) 9/14	Top-Down vs Bottom-Up Reform in Ottoman Europe (aka the Balkans)

GELVIN, MME, 79-83. 

C. Kırlı, “Tyranny Illustrated: From Petition to Rebellion in Ottoman Vranje,” New Perspectives on Turkey 53 (Nov 2015): 3-36. 
M. V. Petrov, “Everyday Forms of Compliance: Subaltern Commentaries on Ottoman Reform, 1864-1868,” CSSH 46, no. 4 (2004): 730-59.  
Primary Source: “The Islahat Fermani” (1856) in Gelvin, MME, 169-172.

(T) 9/19	Modernization and its Discontents in Mehmet Ali’s Egypt

GELVIN, MME, 76-79.

Khaled Fahmy, “The Police and the People in Nineteenth-Century Egypt,” Die Welt des Islams 39, no. 3 (1999): 340-377.
Alan Mikhail, “Labor and Environment in Egypt since 1500,” ILWGH 85 (2014): 10-32.

(R) 9/21		No class—Rosh Hashana 

[Quiz #1 due on Blackboard by 9am on Monday, 9/25.] 


19th Century North Africa: Imperial Invasions and the Expansion of the State

(T) 9/26	France in Algeria 

GELVIN, MME, 90-96.

Joshua Schreier, “Napoléon's Long Shadow: Morality, Civilization, and Jews in France and Algeria, 1808-1870,” French Historical Studies 30, no. 1 (Winter 2007): 77-103.
Patricia Lorcin, “Imperialism, Colonial Identity, and Race in Algeria, 1830-1870: The Role of the French Medical Corps,” Isis 90, no. 4 (December 1999): 653-679.

(R) 9/28	Britain in Egypt 

GELVIN, MME, 96-100.

Leila Ahmed, “The Discourse of the Veil,” Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), 144-168. 
Nathan Brown, “Brigands and State Building: The Invention of Banditry in Modern Egypt,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 32, no. 2 (April 1990): 258-281.

New Political Identities and Projects

(T) 10/3	Ottoman Orientalism

GELVIN, MME, 101-104 (STOP AT START OF LAST PARA).

Ussama Makdisi, “Ottoman Orientalism,” AHR 107, No. 3 (June 2002): 768-796.
Primary Source: Akram Khater 1.2, “An Ottoman Decree Defines the Official Notion of the Citizen, 1870.”

(R) 10/5	Transnational Muslim Politics

		GELVIN, MME, 140-150.

	Aydin, The Idea of the Muslim World, 37-98.

(T) 10/10	FALL BREAK  

(R) 10/12	Hamidian Ottomanism between the Sacred and the Profane

GELVIN, MME, 151-155 (STOP AT “THE ISLAMIC OSMANLIK…)

Michael Christopher Low, “Ottoman Infrastructures of the Saudi Hydro-State: The Technopolitics of Pilgrimage and Potable Water in the Hijaz,” CSSH 57, no. 4 (October 2015): 942-974.


(T) 10/17	Ottomanism between the Universal and the Particular

GELVIN, MME, 106-116.

Ipek K. Yosmaoglu, “Counting Bodies, Shaping Souls: The 1903 Census and National Identity in Ottoman Macedonia,” IJMES 38 (2006), 55–77. 
Julia Phillips Cohen, “Between Civic and Islamic Ottomanism: Jewish Imperial Citizenship in the Hamidian Era,” IJMES 44, no. 2 (2012): 237-255.

(R) 10/19	Constitutionalism and Slavery

GELVIN, MME, 155-165.

Ceyda Karamursel, “The Uncertainties of Freedom: The Second Constitutional Era and the End of Slavery in the Late Ottoman Empire,” JWH 28, no. 3 (Fall 2016): 138-161.

(T) 10/24	Zionism in Eastern Europe and Ottoman Palestine 

	GELVIN, MME, 230-235 (STOP AT END OF FIRST PARA).

Tara Zahra, “Zionism, Emigration, and East European Colonialism,” in Colonialism and the Jews, ed. Katz et. al (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2017), 166-192.
Michelle Campos, Between ‘Beloved Ottomania’ and ‘The Land of Israel’: The Struggle over Ottomanism and Zionism among Palestine’s Sephardi Jews, 1908-13,” IJMES 37 (2005): 461-483.

	Primary Source: “Theodor Herzl: A Solution to the Jewish Question,” in Gelvin, MME, 253-54.

[Quiz #2 due on Blackboard by 9am on Monday, 10/25.]


The March to War and the End of Empire 
 
(R) 10/26	The March to War

Mustafa Aksakal, “Not ‘by those old books of international law, but only by war’: Ottoman Intellectuals on the Eve of the Great War,” Diplomacy & Statecraft 15, no. 3 (2004): 507-544.
	Cemil Aydin, The Idea of the Muslim World, 99-122.  

(T) 10/31	Ethnic “Unmixing”: The Armenian Genocide 

Ron G. Suny, “‘They Can Live in the Desert but Nowhere Else’: Explaining the Armenian Genocide One Hundred Years Later,” Juniata Voices (2016): 208-229.
Lerna Ekmekcioglu, “A Climate For Abduction, A Climate For Redemption: The Politics Of Inclusion During And After the Armenian Genocide,” CSSH 55, no. 3 (2013): 522-553.
Mark Mazower, “The G-Word,” London Review of Books (8 Feb. 2001): 19-21. 

[Podcast analysis due on Blackboard by 9am on Monday 11/1.]

(R) 11/2	Religion and the State after Empire: From Anatolia to Turkey 

GELVIN, MME, 209-219.

Cemil Aydin, The Idea of the Muslim World, 122-132.  
Senem Aslan, “‘Citizen, Speak Turkish!’ A Nation in the Making,” Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 13 (2007): 245-272.
	Primary Source: N. Danforth, “Speak Turkish (or Speak Softly).”  

(T) 11/7	Imperial Provinces  Colonial Mandates: The Mashriq (Arab East) and its Mahjar (Diaspora)
	
GELVIN, MME, 193-200.
Mesut Uyar, “Ottoman Arab Officers between Nationalism and Loyalty during the First World War,” War in History 20, no. 4 (2013): 526 –544.
Stacy D. Fahrenthold, “Former Ottomans in the ranks: pro-Entente military recruitment among Syrians in the Americas, 1916–18,” Journal of Global History 11 (2016): 88–112.

(R) 11/9		Dashed Sovereignty 

GELVIN, MME, 200-204. 

James Gelvin, “The Ironic Legacy of the King-Crane Commission,” in Lesch, The Middle East and the United States, ed. Lesch and Haas, 6th ed. (Boulder, CO: Westview, 2013), 15-32.
Elizabeth Thompson, “Rashid Rida and the 1920 Syrian-Arab Constitution,” in Routledge Handbook of the Middle East Mandates (2015), 244-257.
		
Primary Source: “Resolution of the Syrian General Congress at Damascus, 2 July 1919” in Gelvin, 251-252.

[Quiz #3 due on Blackboard by 9am on Monday, 11/13.]
			

Contradictions of Colonial Nation-Building

(T) 11/14	Strategies of Mandatory Domination: Violence, Politics, and the Law 

Michael Provence, “French Mandate counterinsurgency and the repression of the Great Syrian Revolt,” in Routledge Handbook of the Middle East Mandates (2015), 136-151.
Susan Pedersen, “Getting out of Iraq—in 1932: The League of Nations and the Road to Normative Statehood,” American Historical Review (2010): 975-1000.

(R) 11/16	Between Iraqism and Arab nationalism in Mandate and Hashemite Iraq 
	
GELVIN, MME, 270-278 (STOP AT END OF SECOND PARA).

Peter Wien, “Who is ‘liberal’ in 1930s Iraq? Education as a contested terrain in a nascent public sphere,” in Nationalism and Liberal Thought in the Arab East, ed. Christoph Schumann (London: Routledge, 2010), 31- 47.
Orit Bashkin, “A Patriotic Uprising: Baghdadi Jews and the Wathba,” in Violence and the City in the Middle East, ed. Nelida Fuccaro (Redwood City: Stanford University Press, 2016), 151-167. 

(T) 11/21	Institutionalizing Sectarian Politics in Lebanon
     
Alexander Henley, “Remaking the Mosaic: Religion Leaders and Secular Borders in the Colonial Levant,” Religion and Society 6 (2015): 155-168.
Max Weiss, “Practicing Sectarianism in Mandate Lebanon: Shi`i Cemeteries, Religious Patrimony, and the Everyday Politics of Difference,” JSH 43, no. 3 (Spring 2010): 707-733.  
[bookmark: image_2]
(R) 11/23	THANKSGIVING—NO CLASS



(T) 11/28	From Palestine to Israel

GELVIN, MME, 235-237.

Laura Robson, “The Partition Solution,” States of Separation: Transfer, Partition and the Making of the Modern Middle East (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2017), 105-140. 
Joel Beinin, “Review: No More Tears: Benny Morris and the Road Back from Liberal Zionism,” Middle East Report 230 (Spring 2004): 38-45.

(R) 11/30	Gender and Nationalism in Interwar Egypt

GELVIN, MME, 205-208.

Lisa Pollard, “From Husbands and Housewives to Suckers and Whores: Marital-Political Anxieties in the ‘House of Egypt,’ 1919–48,” Gender & History 21, no. 3 (Nov. 2009): 647–669.

(T) 12/05	Oil and the Question of Sovereignty

GELVIN, MME, 84-88; 208. 

Stephanie Cronin, “Popular Politics, the New State and the Birth of the Iranian Working Class: The 1929 Abadan Oil Refinery Strike,” MES 46, no. 5 (September 2010): 699–732.
Robert Vitalis, “Aramco World: Business and Culture on the Arabian Oil,” in Counter-Narratives History, Contemporary Society, and Politics in Saudi Arabia and Yemen, ed. Robert Vitalis and Madawi Rasheed (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), 151-181.
		
(R) 12/07	Anti-Colonial Politics through World War II

Cemil Aydin, The Idea of the Muslim World, 133-172.
Peter Wien, “Arab Nationalism, Fascism, and the Jews,” Arab Nationalism: The Politics of History and Culture (New York: Routledge, 2017), 172-197.

[Quiz #4 due on Blackboard by 9am on Monday, 12/11.] 

[Primary source analysis due on Blackboard by 9am on Thursday, 12/14.]




