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The Politics of Legitimacy (PS 387)
Jocelyn Sage Mitchell
Fall 2013

The explosion of protests and revolutions throughout the Arab world, beginning in December 2010, brings attention to the importance of legitimacy for the long-term stability of political regimes. Many political observers and analysts attribute the stability of the oil-rich Gulf countries, in particular Qatar, to the amount of money that the governments use to “buy off” their citizens. This explanation, known as “rentier state theory,” states that economic benefits are sufficient to explaining the political loyalty of citizens. This class goes beyond this explanation to look at the politics of legitimacy and its effects on government capacity and stability. We will compare Qatar to its neighbors—specifically Oman and the United Arab Emirates (Dubai and Abu Dhabi)—to explore the extent to which these countries have been able to maintain their legitimacy despite the unrest of the Arab Spring. We will study economic allocations and citizen responses, and then go beyond this strategy to nation building, including building citizenship and rewriting history. We will also study the importance of societal consent and constraint as it pertains to rentier state policy making, and end with challenges for the future. Students should end the class with a better understanding of the importance of political legitimacy to state stability in the post–Arab Spring world, even in oil-rich states.

REQUIREMENTS
Attendance (10%)
· Attendance—in other words, “showing up”—is non-negotiable. Two excused absences will be allowed before your grade is affected. Except in case of emergency, you must communicate with me (a simple email will do) before class that you will be absent. The two excused absences can be for any reason (at your discretion). However, the two excused absences include sickness. Any additional absences (even for sickness) are unexcused and will affect your attendance grade. This is a simple reflection of a fundamental truth of life: You cannot succeed in life without “being there”!
· Two unexcused late arrivals will count as one unexcused absence. Be respectful of your fellow classmates and your professor and come on time.
· If you need to be absent for more than two class periods, talk to me about extra credit opportunities, involving the class readings, which can help you make up the work.

Participation (10%)
· Participation matters! Come to class prepared to be actively involved and engaged in discussion. Remember that you can participate by simply asking questions and raising points of contention or clarification—you don’t always have to make the most brilliant comment to be a part of the discussion!
· Extra blog comments (online) will count toward your participation grade. This option gives you another way of showing your interest and engagement with the class materials and with your fellow students’ ideas.
· No laptops will be allowed in class (except for students giving PowerPoint presentations). Bring pen and paper to take notes. No cell phones should be used—please turn them off or place them on silent during class time. Disruptions will count against your grade.

Midterm (15%)
· An early midterm will be given after Week 4 to test your knowledge and understanding of the concepts of legitimacy and the rentier state. The midterm will be a take-home exam that is due via email to me by Saturday, September 21, midnight.

Presentation (10%)
· Between Week 5 and Week 14, each student will present on one class reading in front of the class, usually on Sundays.
· The oral presentation must last no more than 10 minutes, and will be followed by a 5-minute student-led discussion on the questions raised by the presentation. Students must use either a handout or a PowerPoint presentation (or both, if you prefer).

Blogs and comments (30%)
· There are blog forums for the class on Blackboard (see http://courses.northwestern.edu/).
· Each student must post two blogs, one after Week 7 and one after Week 11.
· These blogs are written formally, with appropriate citations, grammar, and other structural details—see the blog template (at end of syllabus) for further instructions. These blogs are meant to give you a chance to begin thinking about your final report, which will combine ideas from each of your blogs. These blogs should be about 1500 words (between 1300–1700), not including citations. You will receive a letter grade on these blogs.
· The blogs must be posted by Saturday midnight. Lateness will reduce your grade.
· Each student must also post at least one comment on a classmate’s blog for each blog. Comments must be posted by the end of the following week (before class on Sunday). More comments will mean more participation points! Failure to post the required number of comments will affect your participation grade. Comments should be about 100–200 words.

Final report (25%)
· The final report will compare Qatar with one of our other case studies (Oman, Abu Dhabi, or Dubai)—your choice.
· The final report should be around 2500 words (between 2300–2700). You will be expected to use all of the relevant materials from the class and outside sources (research), as well as your own original thoughts (analysis), to compare Qatar and your other case study. What legitimacy strategies (economic and noneconomic) have these countries used? How successful have these strategies been? 
· This report should be written in a formal academic style, similar to the template for the shorter blogs.
· The final report is due by midnight on December 12 (on your Blackboard blog).

GRADES
In general, grades will be assigned according to the following scale:
Superior: 		95-100 = A 	90-94= A-		
Above-average/good: 	87-89 = B+	83-86 = B 	80-82 = B-		
Average: 		77-79 = C+	73-76 = C 	70-72 = C-		
Passing: 		60-69 = D 			
Failing: 		59 and lower = F

Please note that A grades are only awarded for truly outstanding performance. Such a grade is the highest possible indication of a student’s excellence in scholarship and writing. In other words, an A grade goes above and beyond correctly answering the question or completing the assignment. When an A grade is given, it means that the student has demonstrated a genuinely superior level of understanding of the subject. 

Late penalties for assignments will be a reduction of one letter grade level per late day. For example, a blog that was turned in two days late, which would normally have received a B+, would instead receive a B-. After two weeks of late penalties, late work will no longer be accepted.

There are opportunities to improve your grade through extra work. You can write additional blogs and the lowest scores will be thrown out. Additional online comments per week will add to your participation grade. You can present the reading material an additional time to improve your grade. Ask me for more information!

A note on academic integrity, proper citations, and plagiarism: As Northwestern University students, you are held to the standards of academic integrity, as discussed online at http://www.qatar.northwestern.edu/academics/academicintegrity.aspx. The expected standards for the blog posts and final report will be discussed further in class and through written guidelines. The penalties for violations of academic integrity can be severe—if you are confused or unsure, ask me for help!

GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION
PS 387: The Politics of Legitimacy, Northwestern University in Qatar
Dr. Jocelyn Sage Mitchell, Assistant Professor in Residence
Class location: CMU-Q 3046
Class meeting time: Sunday and Tuesday, 1:30–2:50 PM
e-mail: jocelyn.mitchell@northwestern.edu
mobile: 6604-0134
office: CMU-Q 3183; 4454-5051
office hours: 10–11:30 AM, Sunday and Tuesday, or Monday by appointment
BLACKBOARD
Course materials, such as readings, internet links, and the syllabus, will be posted on the Blackboard site (http://courses.northwestern.edu/). You will also use this site to post your blogs, comments, and final report. 

READINGS
All readings will be accessible via your course books, Blackboard, or distributed in class.  If you are interested in additional readings on a subject of interest, please let me know.

TEXTBOOKS
· Althani, Mohamed A. J. 2012. Jassim the Leader: Founder of Qatar. London: Profile Books.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2008. Dubai: The Vulnerability of Success. New York: Hurst.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2009. Abu Dhabi: Oil and Beyond. New York: Hurst.
· Gray, Matthew. 2013. Qatar: Politics and the Challenges of Development. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
· Valeri, Marc. 2009. Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State. New York: Columbia University Press.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Week 1 (August 25): Introduction

Unit One: Theoretical Framework
Week 2 (September 1): Rentier State Theory
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Rentier State Theory and State-Society Relations” and “Toward a Revised Theory of the Rentier State.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 15–22. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Luciani, Giacomo. 2013. “Oil and Political Economy in the International Relations of the Middle East.” In International Relations of the Middle East, 3rd ed., edited by Louise Fawcett, 103–26. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· Ross, Michael. 2012. “Chapter 3: More Petroleum, Less Democracy.” In The Oil Curse: How Petroleum Wealth Shapes the Development of Nations, 63–83. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Week 3 (September 8): Legitimacy 
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Political Legitimacy.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 22–28. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Beetham, David. 1991. “The Different Dimensions of Legitimacy.” In The Legitimation of Power, 15–20. Atlantic Highlands, NJ: Humanities Press International. 
· Schlumberger, Oliver. 2010. “Opening Old Bottles in Search of New Wine: On Nondemocratic Legitimacy in the Middle East.” Middle East Critique 19 (3): 233–36, 239–49. 

Week 4 (September 15): Combining Legitimacy and Rentier State Theory
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Combining Political Legitimacy and the Limited State to Revise Rentier State Theory.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 29–33. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Herb, Michael. 1999. “Rentierism, Revolution, and Resilience.” In All in the Family: Absolutism, Revolution, and Democracy in the Middle Eastern Monarchies, 241–43. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press.
· Okruhlik, Gwenn. 1999. “Rentier Wealth, Unruly Law, and the Rise of Opposition: The Political Economy of Oil States.” Comparative Politics 31: 295–301, 308–09. (optional: all) doi:10.2307/422341.

**Midterm exam (take home) on theory, due Saturday, September 21 by midnight, by email

Unit Two: Economic Allocations
Week 5 (September 22): Oil Wealth and Its Consequences (Allocations and Responses)
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2012. “Chapter 2: Explaining Survival: Domestic Matters.” In After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, 49–66 (excerpt). London: Hurst.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Davidson, Christopher M. 2012. “Chapter 4: Mounting Internal Pressures.” In After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, 111–34 (excerpt). London: Hurst.
· Gause III. F. Gregory. 2013. “Kings for All Seasons: How the Middle East’s Monarchies Survived the Arab Spring.” Brookings Doha Center Analysis Paper. No. 8, September. http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2013/09/24-resilience-arab-monarchies-gause/resilience-arab-monarchies_english.pdf. Excerpts: 1–14, 18–27.

Week 6 (September 29): Oman, UAE
· Valeri, Marc. 2009. “Chapter 4: Legitimization By the Welfare State.” In Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State, 71–77, 81–91, 101–17. New York: Columbia University Press.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2008. “Chapter 5: Distributed Wealth” and “Preserving the Rentier Elite.” In Dubai: The Vulnerability of Success, 147–53, 177–82. New York: Hurst.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2009. “Chapter 6: The Allocative State” and “Chapter 7: Labor Nationalization and the Education Sector.” In Abu Dhabi: Oil and Beyond, 128–30, 149–53. New York: Hurst.

Week 7 (October 6): Qatar
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 2: Qatar’s Natural Resource Wealth” and “Creating the Qatari Welfare State.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 45–49, 58–65 (optional: 49–58). PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 3: Qatari Social Welfare Benefits Today: Promises and Reality,” “Medical Care,” “Free Education at All Levels,” and “Marriage Gift.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 82–86, 107–32, 137–42. Optional: “Discussion,” 149–67. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
Optional:
· Gray, Matthew. 2013. “Chapter 2: The Political Economy After Oil,” “Chapter 4: Qatar’s Energy Resources and Political Economy,” “Chapter 8: Problems of the Labor Market and Qatarization.” In Qatar: Politics and the Challenges of Development, 29–35, 82–90, 221–26. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
Articles:
· Mr. Q, “Qataris are all rich – the myth,” I Love Qatar Blog, 25 May 2010 < http://blog.iloveqatar.net/2010/05/qataris-are-all-rich-the-myth/ >
· Mr. Q, “My thoughts on the salary increases for (some) Qataris,” I Love Qatar Blog, 26 September 2011 < http://blog.iloveqatar.net/2011/09/my-thoughts-on-the-salary-increases-for-some-qataris/ >

**Blog on economic allocations, due by Saturday, October 19, by midnight 

**Eid break (October 10–19)

Unit Three: Nation Building
Week 8 (October 20): Rewriting History and Inventing Traditions
· Hobsbawm, Eric. 1983. “Introduction: Inventing Traditions.” In The Invention of Tradition, edited by Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, 1, 4–5, 12–14 (excerpts). New York: Cambridge University Press.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2012. “Chapter 2: Explaining Survival: Domestic Matters.” In After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, 66–78 (excerpts). London: Hurst.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2012. “Chapter 4: Mounting Internal Pressures.” In After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, 134–54 (excerpts). London: Hurst.

Week 9 (October 27): Oman, UAE
· Valeri, Marc. 2009. “Chapter 5: National Identity Building.” In Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State, 119–47. New York: Columbia University Press.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2008. “Chapter 5: Ideological, Cultural, and Religious Resources” and “Chapter 6: “The Expanding Expatriate Population” and “Loss of Identity and the Erosion of the Ruling Bargain.” In Dubai: The Vulnerability of Success, 167–76, 189–206. New York: Hurst.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2009. “Chapter 6: The Emirati Identity,” “History, Culture, and Imagery,” and “Religious Resources.” In Abu Dhabi: Oil and Beyond, 130–37. New York: Hurst.

Week 10 (November 3): Citizenship in Qatar
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 4: Setting the Stage: The Need for a Nation” and “Creating a Unified Qatari Citizenry.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 171–99. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Crystal, Jill. 1995. “The Development of a Civic Myth.” In Oil and Politics in the Gulf: Rulers and Merchants in Kuwait and Qatar, 161–64. Rev. ed. New York: Cambridge University Press.
· Gray, Matthew. 2013. “Chapter 8: Questions of Qatari Culture and Identity.” In Qatar: Politics and the Challenges of Development, 226–29. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
· Nagy, Sharon. 2006. “Making Room for Migrants, Making Sense of Difference: Spatial and Ideological Expressions of Social Diversity in Urban Qatar.” Urban Studies 43 (1): 127–36 (excerpts). doi:10.1080/00420980500409300.
· Al-Maria, Sophia. 2012. The Girl Who Fell to Earth. New York: Harper Perennial. Excerpts: Matar becomes a Qatari citizen to get an education scholarship (11–16); Matar meets Gale, says that he is only from “Arabia” (16–25); Tribal leaders had to choose a nationality (127–28); Bedu and hadar tensions at the American School of Doha (177–87)

Week 11 (November 10): History and Culture in Qatar
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 4: Reinventing a Historical and Cultural Qatari Narrative” and “Mosques with Religious and Historical Impact.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 199–220, 234–40. Optional: “Discussion,” 240–43. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Gray, Matthew. 2013. “Chapter 6: “Arts, Culture, and Tourism: Discovering and Reinventing Qatar.” In Qatar: Politics and the Challenges of Development, 175–80. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
· Optional: Zahlan (1979, 28–29, 85–90), Crystal (1995, 26–35, 116–18, 165–66), and Althani (2012, 109–12, 140–47) excerpts on Zubara history
· Optional: ICJ (International Court of Justice). 2001. “Case Concerning Maritime Delimitation and Territorial Questions between Qatar and Bahrain (Qatar v. Bahrain): Judgment of 16 March 2001.” http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/87/7027.pdf. Excerpt: 28–33.

**Blog on nation building, due by Saturday, November 16, by midnight

Unit Four: Implications and Speculations
Week 12 (November 17): Societal Consent and Constraint: Qatar’s Education Reforms
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 5: Societal Consent and Constraint.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 244–47, 253–61, 267–82 (excerpts). Optional: “Discussion,” 282–88. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.

Week 13 (November 24): Flashpoints and Challenges
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 3: A Brief Note on Citizenship” and “Chapter 6: Implications and Speculation.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 147–49, 292–302 (excerpts). PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Valeri, Marc. 2009. “Chapter 8: National Identity Challenged?” In Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State, 225–50. New York: Columbia University Press.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2012. “Chapter 6: The Coming Collapse.” In After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, 191–205, 209–11, 220–28 (excerpts). Optional: entire chapter. London: Hurst.

Week 14 (December 1): Conclusions
Wrap-up and student presentations on final paper

**Final paper due on Qatar and a comparison country, how they have focused on legitimacy, Thursday, December 12, by midnight

Welcome to the Politics of Legitimacy, and good luck!


Politics of Legitimacy Blog Template

Title of your blog
Word count (excluding citations at end) – should be about 1500 words (between 1300–1700)
Your name

Begin with the unit’s theme here

Next, put your main argument about the theme here (this is your thesis statement)

Now, you can flesh out your thesis statement with an introductory paragraph

In the body of your blog, make sure you reference as many class readings and discussions (by date) as you can—this will improve your grade. You can also bring in additional outside reading or events that you have researched—this will also help your grade

Do not let the readings and research “speak for themselves”—they don’t! You must provide analysis. Please include at least one paragraph, or combine your research paragraphs with your analysis, to include your own thoughts and opinions on this question, and how the research helps you come to your conclusion

End with a strong conclusion that summarizes research and analysis, and restates your thesis. Also, include a couple discussion questions that came to your mind while working through your argument. What further questions are still unanswered? What would you like to know more about? 

Note: I care about your ideas (the content), but I also care about how you express these ideas (the structure/organization/grammar). An A paper will be strong in both of these aspects.

Important: Do not forget citations! Citations should be both in-text and then the fuller citation at the end, in alphabetical order. For the Unit Blogs, please practice your Chicago Manual of Style citations, the author-date system. It’s the normal citation style for political science. Our library has the Chicago Manual of Style. You can also look up some basic guidelines online at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html (click on the Author-Date system tab). 

Brief examples: In-text, you usually put the author, year, and page in parentheses, like so: Dahl argues that the Framers were limited by their ignorance (Dahl 2002, 7). If there is no author, you put the title instead; if there is no page, you can leave that out.

At the end of the text, for a book, you would start with the author (last, first), then the year, then the title, then the publishing place and publisher. Example: Przeworski, Adam. 1991. Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

For journal articles, it’s fairly similar, except you include volume, issue, page number instead of publisher information. Example: Schmitter, Philippe C., and Terry Lynn Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is . . . and Is Not.” Journal of Democracy 2 (3): 75–88. 
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