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Gulf Society and Politics (PS 242)
Jocelyn Sage Mitchell
Fall 2013


This class investigates important themes of Gulf society and politics today. We begin with the impact of oil on society in general (Unit One), and debate whether the political stability is a product of oil wealth or other factors (Unit Two). Next, we turn to citizenship, particularly the complex issue of inclusion and exclusion (Unit Three). Last, we explore gender, specifically the changing role of women, social and economic inequalities, and recent trends toward greater opportunities and equality in the future (Unit Four). Political readings are combined with short stories from the Gulf region, including excerpts of NU-Q’s “One Book,” The Girl Who Fell to Earth. Students should end the class with a better understanding of the rapid development and transformation of Gulf society and politics, and the challenges still facing the region today.

Requirements
Attendance (12.5%)
· Attendance—in other words, “showing up”—is non-negotiable. Two excused absences will be allowed before your grade is affected. Except in case of emergency, you must communicate with me (a simple email will do) before class that you will be absent. The two excused absences can be for any reason (at your discretion). However, the two excused absences include sickness. Any additional absences (even for sickness) are unexcused and will affect your attendance grade. This is a simple reflection of a fundamental truth of life: You cannot succeed in life without “being there”!
· Two unexcused late arrivals will count as one unexcused absence. Be respectful of your fellow classmates and your professor and come on time.
· If you need to be absent for more than two class periods, talk to me about extra credit opportunities, involving the class readings, which can help you make up the work.

Participation (12.5%)
· Participation matters! Come to class prepared to be actively involved and engaged in discussion. Remember that you can participate by simply asking questions and raising points of contention or clarification—you don’t always have to make the most brilliant comment to be a part of the discussion!
· Extra blog comments (online) will count toward your participation grade. This option gives you another way of showing your interest and engagement with the class materials and with your fellow students’ ideas.
· No laptops will be allowed in class (except for students giving PowerPoint presentations). Bring pen and paper to take notes. No cell phones should be used—please turn them off or place them on silent during class time. Disruptions will count against your grade.

Presentation (15%)
· Between Week 3 and Week 14, each student will present on one class reading in front of the class, on Sunday or Tuesday.
· The oral presentation must last no more than ten minutes, and will be followed by a five-minute student-led discussion on the questions raised by the presentation. Students must use either a handout or a PowerPoint presentation (or both, if you prefer).

Blogs and comments (60%)
· There are blog forums for the class on Blackboard (see http://courses.northwestern.edu/).
· Each student must post three blogs (this means one blog you can skip) after Week 4, Week 6, Week 9, and Week 14. You can choose to write all four blogs and the lowest grade will be thrown out.
· These blogs are written formally, with appropriate citations, grammar, and other structural details—see the blog template (at end of syllabus) for further instructions. These blogs should be about 1000 words (between 800–1200), not including citations. You will receive a letter grade on these blogs.
· The blogs must be posted by Saturday midnight. Lateness will reduce your grade.
· Each student must also post at least one comment on a classmate’s blog for each blog. Comments must be posted by the end of the following week (before class on Sunday). More comments will mean more participation points! Failure to post the required number of comments will affect your participation grade. Comments should be about 100–200 words.

Grades
In general, grades will be assigned according to the following scale:
Superior: 		95-100 = A 	90-94= A-		
Above-average/good: 	87-89 = B+	83-86 = B 	80-82 = B-		
Average: 		77-79 = C+	73-76 = C 	70-72 = C-		
Passing: 		60-69 = D 			
Failing: 		59 and lower = F

Please note that A grades are only awarded for truly outstanding performance. Such a grade is the highest possible indication of a student’s excellence in scholarship and writing. In other words, an A grade goes above and beyond correctly answering the question or completing the assignment. When an A grade is given, it means that the student has demonstrated a genuinely superior level of understanding of the subject. 

Late penalties for assignments will be a reduction of one letter grade level per late day. For example, a blog that was turned in two days late, which would normally have received a B+, would instead receive a B-. After two weeks of late penalties, late work will no longer be accepted.

There are opportunities to improve your grade through extra work. You can write additional blogs and the lowest scores will be thrown out. Additional online comments per week will add to your participation grade. You can present the reading material an additional time to improve your grade. Ask me for more information!

A note on academic integrity, proper citations, and plagiarism: As Northwestern University students, you are held to the standards of academic integrity, as discussed online at http://www.qatar.northwestern.edu/academics/academicintegrity.aspx. The expected standards for the blog posts and final report will be discussed further in class and through written guidelines. The penalties for violations of academic integrity can be severe—if you are confused or unsure, ask me for help!

General Course Information
PS 242: Gulf Society and Politics, Northwestern University in Qatar
Dr. Jocelyn Sage Mitchell, Assistant Professor in Residence
Class location: CMU-Q 3048
Class meeting time: Sunday and Tuesday, 8:30–9:50 AM
e-mail: jocelyn.mitchell@northwestern.edu
mobile: 6604-0134
office: CMU-Q 3183; 4454-5051
office hours: 10–11:30 AM, Sunday and Tuesday, or Monday by appointment

All readings will be accessible via your course books, Blackboard, or distributed in class.  If you are interested in additional readings on a subject of interest, please let me know.

Blackboard
Course materials, such as readings, internet links, and the syllabus, will be posted on the Blackboard site (http://courses.northwestern.edu/). You will also use this site to post your blogs, comments, and final report. 

Textbooks
· Akers, Deborah S., and Abubaker A. Bagader. 2007. Oranges in the Sun: Short Stories from the Arabian Gulf. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner. 978-0894108693.
· Foley, Sean. 2010. The Arab Gulf States: Beyond Oil and Islam. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner. 978-1588267061.
· Herb, Michael. 1999. All in the Family: Absolutism, Revolution, and Democracy in the Middle Eastern Monarchies. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press. 978-0791441688.
· Al-Maria, Sophia. 2012. The Girl Who Fell to Earth. New York: Harper Perennial. 978-0061999758. 
· Ross, Michael L. 2012. The Oil Curse: How Petroleum Wealth Shapes the Development of Nations. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 978-0691145457.

Weekly Schedule

Week 1 (August 25): Introduction

Unit One: The Impact of Oil Wealth on Social Development
“In the 1960s it was common to see people riding donkeys and camels. Animals were used to transport water, which was scarce because it was mostly taken from wells. There were no pumps, so people used to carry water by hand to tanks on the roofs of their houses, from where it entered the plumbing system” (Althani 2012).

Week 2 (September 1): Setting the Stage
· Stories from Oranges in the Sun: “Suq al-Nada” (Saudi Arabia, p. 22–25); “Al-Assadiah” (Bahrain, p. 155–59); “Oranges in the Sun” (Oman, p. 103–05)
· Excerpts from Qatar Narratives: “Social Impact of Globalization on Qatar” (p. 55–58); “Qatar: Through the Eyes of Essa Abdullrahman Al Mannai” (p. 59–61)
· Excerpt from The Girl Who Fell from Earth: 1–9: description of Matar’s childhood
· Excerpt from Althani’s (2012) Arab Spring and the Gulf States: “My Memories of Change in the Gulf,” xiv–xxiii 
· Excerpt from Bristol-Rhys, Jane. 2010. Emirati Women: Generations of Change. London: Hurst & Company, 43–51.

Week 3 (September 8): Oil Booms and Busts
· Foley (2010) excerpts from Chapter 2: “New Wealth and Global Power”, “Modern Gulf Society Comes into View”, “A Temporary Situation”, “The Iranian Revolution”, “A State of Unease”, and “Conclusion,” p. 46–58
· Foley (2010) excerpts from Chapter 3: “The Gulf in the 1980s: Doors to Knowledge and Enlightenment”, “The Oil Crash,” p. 86–90; “The Politics of Socioeconomic Limits”, “Conclusion,” p. 119–23

Week 4 (September 15): Consequences for the Present and Future?
· Foley (2010) excerpts from Chapter 4: “A New Boom and Its Consequences: The Dubai Model”, “Sensible Working Hours”, “The Costs of Sensible Working Hours”, “The Downfall of the Dubai Model,” p. 144–53
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2008. “Chapter 5: Distributed Wealth” and “Preserving the Rentier Elite.” In Dubai: The Vulnerability of Success, 177–82, 189–209. New York: Hurst.
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2009. “Chapter 6: The Allocative State” and “Chapter 7: Labor Nationalization and the Education Sector.” In Abu Dhabi: Oil and Beyond, 149–53. New York: Hurst.
· Viviano, Frank. 2003. “Kingdom on Edge: Saudi Arabia.” National Geographic. October. http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/features/world/asia/saudi-arabia/saudi-arabia-text.html. (skim)

**Blog 1 is due by the end of Week 4, by Saturday, September 21, midnight**

Unit Two: The Impact of Oil Wealth on the Political Structure
“The puzzle of monarchical persistence reveals the need for an understanding of the institutions of monarchism in the Middle East. How have these regimes survived, in a region hardly famous for political stability and in an age hostile to monarchism?” (Herb 1999, 1).

Week 5 (September 22): Historical and Political Background of the Arab Gulf States
· Okruhlik (in Angrist 2013, Politics and Society in the Contemporary Middle East) excerpts: Saudi Arabia: “Historical Background and Contemporary Political Structure” (417–21); “Government and Opposition” (434–39)
· Herb (in Angrist 2013) excerpts: Kuwait and the UAE: “Historical Background and Contemporary Political Structure” (359–67); “Government and Opposition” (367–76)
· Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Chapter 2: Qatar’s Natural Resource Wealth” and “Creating the Qatari Welfare State.” In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar, 45–49, 58–65 (optional: 49–58). PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
Optional readings:
· Herb (1999) Chapter 4: “The Dynasties: The Al Sabah and the Al Saud,” Chapter 5: “The Dynasties: The Al Thani, Al Khalifa, Al Nahayan, Al Maktum, and Al Said”

Week 6 (September 29): Explaining the Stability of the Gulf Monarchies
· Ross (2012) excerpts from Chapter 3: “More Petroleum, Less Democracy,” p. 63–83
· Herb (1999) excerpts from Chapter 1: (p. 1–4, 7–11), Chapter 9: (p. 235–38, 241–43)
· Davidson, Christopher M. 2013. “Why the Sheikhs Will Fall.” Foreign Policy. April 26. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/26/why_the_sheikhs_will_fall.
· Gause III. F. Gregory. 2013. “Kings for All Seasons: How the Middle East’s Monarchies Survived the Arab Spring.” Brookings Doha Center Analysis Paper. No. 8, September. http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2013/09/24-resilience-arab-monarchies-gause/resilience-arab-monarchies_english.pdf. Excerpts: 1–2, 24–27. 

**Blog 2 is due by the end of Week 6, by Saturday, October 5, midnight**

Unit Three: Contested Notions of Citizenship in the Gulf
“Gulf governments have continued to define different de facto tiers of citizenship—determining who is entitled to which levels of economic benefits on the basis of ancestry, who is entitled to vote, whether women can pass citizenship on to their children, and in some cases, even stripping citizenship from dissidents perceived as being disloyal. . . . [T]he tangible legal construction of citizenship, which Gulf constitutions typically state should be equal for all citizens but which in practice comes with different degrees of privilege or exclusion, intersects with more subjective and contested identity politics, in terms of a variety of attempts to define the national identity of both citizens and their states” (Kinninmont 2013, 47–48).

Week 7 (October 6): Understanding Citizenship in the Gulf
· Kinninmont, Jane. 2013. “Citizenship in the Gulf.” In The Gulf States and the Arab Uprisings, edited by Ana Echague, p. 47–57 (notes: 96–97). Spain: FRIDE and the Gulf Research Center.
· Partrick, Neil. 2009. “Nationalism in the Gulf States.” The Centre for the Study of Global Governance: Kuwait Programme on Development, Governance, and Globalisation in the Gulf States. Research Paper Number 5, October: 1–34.
· Herb (in Angrist 2013) excerpts: Kuwait and the UAE: “Identity and Politics: Citizens and Noncitizens,” p. 376–80
· Okruhlik (in Angrist 2013) excerpts: Saudi Arabia: “Identity and Politics: Diversity and Exclusion,” p. 421–23
Optional readings:
· Longva, Anh Nga. 2000. “Citizenship in the Gulf States: Conceptualization and Practice.” In Citizenship and the State in the Middle East: Approaches and Applications, edited by Nils A. Butenschon, Uri Davis, and Manuel Hassassian, 179–97. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press. 
· Longva, Anh Nga. 2006. “Nationalism in Pre-Modern Guise: The Discourse on Hadhar and Badu in Kuwait.” International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 38: 171–87. doi:10.1017.S0020743806382013.

**Eid break (October 10–19)

Week 8 (October 20): Understanding Citizenship in Qatar
· Nagy, Sharon. 2006. “Making Room for Migrants, Making Sense of Difference: Spatial and Ideological Expressions of Social Diversity in Urban Qatar.” Urban Studies 43 (1): 119–37. doi:10.1080/00420980500409300. Read p. 127–136 (optional: all).
· Excerpt from my dissertation: Mitchell, Jocelyn Sage. 2013. “Creating a Unified Qatari Citizenry” (179–99); optional: “Setting the Stage: The Need for a Nation” (171–79). In Beyond Allocation: The Politics of Legitimacy in Qatar. PhD diss., Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
· Excerpt from Gray, Matthew. 2013. “Chapter 8: Questions of Qatari Culture and Identity.” In Qatar: Politics and the Challenges of Development, 226–29. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
· Excerpts from The Girl Who Fell to Earth: 11–16: Matar becomes a Qatari citizen to get an education scholarship; 16–25: Matar meets Gale, says that he is only from “Arabia”; 127–28: Tribal leaders had to choose a nationality; 177–87: Bedu and hadar tensions at the American School of Doha

Week 9 (October 27): Gender and Citizenship in the Gulf
· Herb (in Angrist 2013): “Gender and Politics,” p. 387–89 (Kuwait and UAE)
· Okruhlik (in Angrist 2013): “Gender and Politics,” p. 439–41 (Saudi Arabia)
· Al-Mughni, Haya, and Mary Ann Tetreault. 2000. “Citizenship, Gender, and the Politics of Quasi States” (Kuwait). In Gender and Citizenship in the Middle East, edited by Suad Joseph, 237–60. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press. 

**Blog 3 is due by the end of Week 9, by Saturday, November 2, midnight**

Unit Four: Changing Gender Roles in the Gulf
"It is ironic that as women gain a greater role in Gulf life in the coming years, they will attain a position that will be much closer to that of their great-grandmothers and grandmothers in the 1920s than to that of their mothers in the 1970s and 1980s" (Foley 2010, 169).

Week 10 (November 3): Women Before Oil
· Excerpts from Foley (2010) Chapter 5: “Gender, the West, and the Gulf,” p. 169–70; “Women in Gulf History Before 1930,” p. 170–74
· Excerpts from The Girl Who Fell to Earth: p. 139–40 (the old times for Bedouin women)
· Excerpts from Bristol-Rhys, Jane. 2010. Emirati Women: Generations of Change. London: Hurst & Company, 58–66.

Week 11 and Week 12 (November 10 and 17): Oil and Its Effect on Women
· Excerpts from Foley (2010) Chapter 5: “The First Oil Era,” p. 174–80; “The Oil Boom and the Resurgence of Islam, 1970-1980,” p. 180–84; “A New Islamic Course,” p. 185–86; “The Limits of the Islamic Façade,” p. 187–89; “Socioeconomic Tensions in the 1990s,” p. 189–91
· Ross (2012) Chapter 4: "Petroleum Perpetuates Patriarchy," p. 111–32
· Politics & Gender (Volume 5, Issue 4, December 2009) special edition to debate Ross’s 2008 article: responses by Charrad, Norris, Kang, and Caraway, p. 546–75

Week 13 (November 24): Social Inequalities
· Oranges in the Sun: “Surprise at the Airport” (UAE, p. 142–44); “A Night of Sorrow” (Qatar, p. 180–83)
· The Girl Who Fell to Earth: 63-76: tension between husband and wife, second wife; 133–40: the birthday party, excluded from the majlis, the old times for women; 147–54: Faraj’s “affair”; 155–65: the wedding
· Excerpt from Qatar Narratives: “What Does it Mean to Be a Qatari Woman in 2008?” (p. 52–54)
· Excerpt from Qatar Narratives: Then and Now: “A Different Life Now” (p. 59–61)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Abdalla, Ikhlas A. 1996. “Attitudes Towards Women in the Arabian Gulf Region.” Women in Management Review 11 (1): 29–39.
· Excerpt from Bristol-Rhys, Jane. 2010. Emirati Women: Generations of Change. London: Hurst & Company, 86–90.

Week 14 (December 1): Recent Trends
· Excerpt from Gray, Matthew. 2013. “Chapter 8: Social Change? Future Roles for Women.” In Qatar: Politics and the Challenges of Development, 229–31. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
· Al-Lamky, Asya. 2007. “Feminizing Leadership in Arab Societies: The Perspectives of Omani Female Leaders.” Women in Management Review 22 (1): 49–67. doi:10.1108/09649420710726229. 
· Excerpts from Foley (2010) Chapter 5: “Setting the Agenda,” p. 192–94; “An Alliance,” 195–96; “Are Women the Solution?” p. 196–98; “Conclusion,” p. 198–200
Optional reading:
· Krause, Wanda. 2009. “Gender and Participation in the Arab Gulf.” Kuwait Programme on Development, Governance, and Globalisation in the Gulf States. The Centre for the Study of Global Governance. Number 4, September. http://www.lse.ac.uk/government/research/resgroups/kuwait/documents/Krause.pdf. Excerpts: “The status of women and their public presence,” p. 7–15, “An overview of government-supported women’s organizations and their activities,” p. 15–18, “‘Women’s issues’ in identity-building,” p. 22–27, “Further mechanisms of rentier governmentality and its limits,” p. 27–32 

**Blog 4 is due by the end of Week 14, Saturday, December 7, by midnight**


Welcome to Gulf Society and Politics, and good luck!





Gulf Society and Politics Blog Template

Title of your blog
Word count (excluding citations at end) – should be about 1000 words (between 800–1200)
Your name

Begin with the unit’s theme here

Next, put your main argument about the theme here (this is your thesis statement)

Now, you can flesh out your thesis statement with an introductory paragraph

In the body of your blog, make sure you reference as many class readings and discussions (by date) as you can—this will improve your grade. You can also bring in additional outside reading or events that you have researched—this will also help your grade

Do not let the readings and research “speak for themselves”—they don’t! You must provide analysis. Please include at least one paragraph, or combine your research paragraphs with your analysis, to include your own thoughts and opinions on this question, and how the research helps you come to your conclusion

End with a strong conclusion that summarizes research and analysis, and restates your thesis. Also, include a couple discussion questions that came to your mind while working through your argument. What further questions are still unanswered? What would you like to know more about? 

Note: I care about your ideas (the content), but I also care about how you express these ideas (the structure/organization/grammar). An A paper will be strong in both of these aspects.

Important: Do not forget citations! Citations should be both in-text and then the fuller citation at the end, in alphabetical order. For the Unit Blogs, please practice your Chicago Manual of Style citations, the author-date system. It’s the normal citation style for political science. Our library has the Chicago Manual of Style. You can also look up some basic guidelines online at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html (click on the Author-Date system tab). 

Brief examples: In-text, you usually put the author, year, and page in parentheses, like so: Dahl argues that the Framers were limited by their ignorance (Dahl 2002, 7). If there is no author, you put the title instead; if there is no page, you can leave that out.

At the end of the text, for a book, you would start with the author (last, first), then the year, then the title, then the publishing place and publisher. Example: Przeworski, Adam. 1991. Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

For journal articles, it’s fairly similar, except you include volume, issue, page number instead of publisher information. Example: Schmitter, Philippe C., and Terry Lynn Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is . . . and Is Not.” Journal of Democracy 2 (3): 75–88. 
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