The Politics of the Gulf
This module starts with an introduction to the theoretical frameworks, post-independence history and a brief summary of the geo-strategic significance of the Gulf States (Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and Kuwait). The module then goes on to examine in detail the major events, actors and policies affecting the GCC states, including: 
· A Short History of the Gulf and Britain's Legacy 
· The 1979 Islamic Revolution and the IRGC
· The Iran - Iraq War

· Saudi - US Relations up to 9/11 and Beyond
· The 2003 Iraq War and GCC - Iran Relations
· Iranian Nuclear Deadlock 

· GCC political economy and the global economy
· The GCC response to the Arab Revolutions 

Week 1: Introduction: Domestic Actors and the Survival of the Gulf States
Christopher Davidson, 'Explaining Survival - Domestic Matters', After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, (London: Hurst & Co., 2012), pp. 49-75
Optional: Guido Steinberg, 'The Wahhabi Ulama and the Saudi State: 1745 to the Present', in Paul Aarts and Gerd Nonneman (eds.), Saudi Arabia in the Balance: Political Economy, Society, Foreign Affairs, (New York, NYU Press, 2005), pp. 185-214
Week 2: A Short History of the Gulf and Britain's Legacy 
James Onley, Britain and the Gulf Shaikhdoms, 1820-1971: The Politics of Protection, Qatar: CIRS Georgetown, 2009, available at http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/downloads/Onley_Britain_and_Gulf_Shaikhdoms2009.pdf 
J.E. Peterson, 'The Historical Patterns of Gulf Security' in Lawrence G. Potter and Gary G. Sick (eds.), Security in the Persian Gulf: Origins, Obstacles, and the Search for Consensus (New York: Palgrave, 2001), pp. 7-31, available at http://www.jepeterson.net/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/Historical_Pattern_of_Gulf_Security.pdf
Optional: Christopher Davidson, 'Independence and State Formation', After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, (London: Hurst & Co., 2012), pp. 26-40

Week 3: The Gulf in International Politics: Theoretical Frameworks

Greg Gause, The International Relations of the Persian Gulf (Cambridge: CUP, 2010), Chapter 1
Optional: Gerd Nonneman, 'Analyzing the Foreign Policies of the Middle East and North Africa: A Conceptual Framework', Analyzing Middle East Foreign Policies and the Relationship with Europe, (London: Routledge, 2005), pp. 6-19, available at http://people.exeter.ac.uk/ls256/Analyzing%20MEFP%20Nonneman%20intro%20+%20chapters%201-2.pdf  
Optional: Fred Halliday, Islam and the Myth of Confrontation (London: I B Tauris, 2003), Chapter 1 

Week 4: The 1979 Islamic Revolution and the IRGC 
Ray Takeyh, 'Khomeini's Ideology and Iran's Grand Strategy', Guardians of the Revolution, (New York, Oxford University Press, 2009), pp. 11-35 
Council on Foreign Relations, 'Iran's Revolutionary Guards', 14 June 2013, available at http://www.cfr.org/iran/irans-revolutionary-guards/p14324#p2 

Optional: Gary Sick, 'The Revolution Begins', All Fall Down: America's Tragic Encounter with Iran, pp. 50-76 
Optional: Michael Axworthy, 'Iran Since the Revolution: Islamic Revival, War and Confrontation', Iran: Empire of the Mind: A History From Zoroaster to the Present Day, (London: Penguin, 2007), pp. 265-287
Week 5: The Iran - Iraq War and Shifts in Regional Dynamics
Rob Johnson, The Iran - Iraq War, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011), pp. 179-195
Ray Takeyh, 'The Iran - Iraq War: A Reassessment', Middle East Journal, 64/3, 2010, available on e-learning 
Optional: Gerd Nonneman, 'The Gulf States and the Iran - Iraq War: Pattern Shifts and Continuities', in Lawrence G. Potter and Gary G. Sick (eds.), Iran, Iraq and the Legacies of War, (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), pp. 167-193
Week 6: Saudi - US Relations: From Partnership to Post-9/11 Reorientation
Mustafa al-Labbad, 'Obama's Presidency Brings Uncertainty to Saudi - US Relations', 4 March 2013, al-Monitor, available at http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/politics/2013/03/obama-us-saudi-ties.html
F. Greg Gause, 'Saudi - US Relations', Saudi Arabia in the New Middle East, Council on Foreign Relations, Council Special Report # 63, December 2011, pp. 22-32, available on e-learning 
Rachel Bronson, Thicker Than Oil, (Oxford: OUP, 2006), Chapters 9 and 12
Week 7: The 2003 Iraq War, the 'Shi'a Crescent' and GCC - Iran Relations 

Mehran Kamrava, 'Iran and the Gulf Cooperation Council' and Henner Furtig, 'Iran and Saudi Arabia: Eternal "Gamecocks?"', Iran at 30, Middle East Institute, pp. 158-165, available on e-learning
The Guardian, 'Fear of Shi'a Full Moon', 26 January 2007, available at http://www.theguardian.com/world/2007/jan/26/worlddispatch.ianblack
Will Futton, Ariel Farrar-Wellman, 'GCC - Iran Foreign Relations', 21 July 2011, available at http://www.irantracker.org/foreign-relations/gcc-iran-foreign-relations
Optional: Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, 'Westphalia and the Anarchic Gulf Society: the Second Persian Gulf War and its Aftermath', The International Politics of the Persian Gulf: A Cultural Genealogy, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2006), pp. 52-81
Week 8: The Failure of Containment and Iranian Nuclear Deadlock 
Greg Gause, 'The Illogic of Dual Containment', Foreign Affairs, March/April 1994, available on e-learning
Kenneth Katzman, Iran: US Concerns and Policy Responses, CRS Report for Congress, (Washington: CRS, 2011), available on e-learning
Optional: Richard Dalton, Breaking the Nuclear Deadlock, Chatham House, 2008, available at http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Middle%20East/bp1208iran.pdf, pp. 5-9, 16-19 and 24-27 
Week 9: GCC Political Economy and the Global Economy
Martin Hivdt, Economic Diversification in GCC Countries: Past Record and Future Trends, LSE Kuwait Programme, available at http://www.lse.ac.uk/government/research/resgroups/kuwait/documents/Economic-diversification-in-the-GCC-countries.pdf
Tim Niblock, 'Southeast Asia and the Gulf: Convergence and Competition in the Wider Asian Context', Asia and the Gulf, Middle East Institute (NUS), pp. 3-22, available on e-learning 
Optional: Christopher Davidson, The Persian Gulf and Pacific Asia, (New York: Columbia University Press, 2010)

Week 10: The GCC as an Economic and Political Actor 

Chatham House, Political and Economic Scenarios for the GCC, May 2012, available at http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Research/Middle%20East/0512gcc_summarytwo.pdf  

Kristian Coates-Ulrichson, The GCC States and the Shifting Balance of Global Power, Centre for International and Regional Studies, Georgetown University SFS Qatar, 2010, available at http://www12.georgetown.edu/sfs/qatar/cirs/KristianCoatesUlrichsenOccasionalPaper.pdf 
Optional: Miklos Koren and Silvana Tenreyro, 'Volatility, Diversification and Development in the Gulf Cooperation Council Countries' in David Held and Kristian Ulrichsen (eds.), The Transformation of the Gulf: Politics, Economics and the Global Order, (Oxford: Routledge, 2012), pp. 188-218
Optional: Anoushiraven Ehteshami, 'Militarization and Persian Gulf Security', Dynamics of Change in the Persian Gulf: Political Economy, War and Revolution, (New York: Routledge, 2013), pp. 219-243

Week 11: The Gulf State's Response(s) to the 'Arab Spring'
Mehran Kamrava, The Arab Spring and the Saudi-Led Counterrevolution, (Doha: Georgetown, 2012), available at http://www18.georgetown.edu/data/people/mk556/publication-61403.pdf 
Greg Gause, 'Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States in the Arab Spring', Harvard University, 2012, Podcast available at http://belfercenter.hks.harvard.edu/publication/21785/gregory_gause_saudi_arabia_and_the_gulf_states_in_the_arab_spring.html (you can read the event summary or listen to the podcast by clicking on the appropriate link - you may need to install QuickTime player). 
Christopher Davidson, After the Sheikhs: The Coming Collapse of the Gulf Monarchies, (London: Hurst & Co., 2012), Chapter 6
Week 12: Reading week

