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1. Course Title : Introduction to the Gulf Studies

This paper aims at addressing some of the issues relevant to an understanding of politics, economy and international setting of the contemporary Gulf. These things are being discussed in the light of a multitude of theoretical approaches. The course also aims at gaining an idea of contemporary social changes in the Arabian Peninsula in response to the global changes.

Course Instructors:  M.H.Ilias and Dr. Sameena Hameed

Method of Instruction: Lectures, tutorials and in-class presentations and discussions

Mode of Evaluation: Assignments and End-Sem examination

Duration: One Semester

2. Course Content:  

Part One:
History and Society

Brief History of Arabian Peninsula
Social Systems and Stratification
Social Modernization 
Post-Liberalization Social Changes
The Role of Islam as a Factor of Legitimacy 

Part two 
State and Politics in the Gulf

Evolution of the Gulf States
Typology of Governments 
Nature of State and State Apparatuses
Political Reform and Democratization
Islamic Movements

Part Three
The Gulf in International Relations

Approaches to the Understanding of IR in the Gulf
Gulf as a Regional System
Foreign Policies of Major Gulf States 
Gulf Cooperation Council: Political and Security Dimensions

Part Four
Gulf Economies in Transition 
Approaches to the Understanding of Gulf Economies
Diversification and Privatization in the Gulf
Initiation for Sustainable Development
Regional Economic Cooperation and Prospects for Monetary Union
Expatriate Labourers
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