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GLBL 298 Global Studies
Seminar Abroad in Oman
Theme: Natural Environment, Religion, Migration and National Identity

3 credits 
At University of Illinois: Mondays 7:30-9, from October 21-December 9, 2013 
Travel to Oman December 28, 2013; return January 18, 2014

Professor Valerie Hoffman, vhoffman@illinois.edu
Director, Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies
Professor of Islamic Studies, Department of Religion
221 International Studies Building
Office hours: Mondays 2-3, Wednesdays 3-4, or by appointment

Course Description
The theme of this course is the role played by the natural environment, religion and migration in the formation of cultural and national identities. People have theorized for centuries about the impact of environment on culture; more recent scholarship has been critical of ecological determinism. Nonetheless, Oman offers a case study that supports the notion that the natural environment has played an important role in the development of culture. The role of religion in national identity is another topic much discussed in recent decades, as is the relationship of migrants to both their homeland and their place of residence, and the impact of transnationalism on the formation of national identity. This course will examine these questions with respect to the Sultanate of Oman. It will also examine the dynamics of political and economic development in the sultanate. 

Course Objectives: 
· By studying Oman’s geography, history and unique religious tradition, along with the role of both out-migration and in-migration in its economy and polity, you will gain an expanded awareness of the complexities of cultural and political development.  
· By reading, discussing and analyzing different theoretical perspectives on the relationship between nature and culture and between nationalism and transnationalism, as well as different scholarly perspectives on Oman, you will enhance your ability to analyze and think critically.
· By researching a particular aspect of Omani history, culture or contemporary, writing a paper on that topic before departure and further exploring it in Oman, you will acquire knowledge, research competence, and experience with an aspect of Omani culture. 
· By visiting Oman and meeting with Omanis, you will acquire an enhanced understanding of distinct ways of life and cultural perspectives, including your own, and will gain skills in intercultural interactions.
· Through journaling and discussions in Oman, you will be able to reflect on the extent to which your observations in Oman confirm, extend or challenge your impressions from readings done before going to Oman.

Readings: Our class will have a Compass website (http://compass2g.illinois.edu), on which required readings will be posted for each class session. In addition, the following books should be purchased by each student in the class:
Limbert, Mandana E.  In the Time of Oil: Piety, Memory and Social Life in an Omani Town. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 2010.
Nowell, Simone. Culture Smart! Oman. London: Kuperard, 2009.

The following book will be placed on reserve for the class in the Undergraduate Library. It is recommended though not required for the course: 
Valeri, Marc. Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State. London: C. Hurst & Co., 2009.

Course Requirements
1. Participation: Students are expected to attend all class sessions, both before departure and during our time in Oman, unless there is a substantiated medical excuse, and to come to class prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that day. Attendance and participation in class discussions constitute 10% of your course grade.
2. Responses to readings: For each of the pre-departure sessions, a question on the readings will be posted on the class’s Compass website (http://compass2g.illinois.edu). Students are to compose a 300-word response to that question and submit it on the Compass website before coming to class. These questions are designed to enhance absorption of the readings and preparation for class. Your responses to the readings constitute 15% of your course grade. 
3. Paper proposal: Each student will select a topic on which to write a term paper, based on research using sources that go beyond those assigned for this class. On the Compass website, submit a one-page proposal of your selected topic, along with a tentative bibliography, by Wednesday, Nov. 20.  Prof. Hoffman will read these proposals and, where necessary, suggest revisions.
4. Preliminary paper: Each student will write a preliminary paper of approximately 7 double-spaced pages on the topic of his or her term paper, to be submitted on Compass and in hard copy at the time of our departure on Saturday, Dec. 28.  This paper will be based on research utilizing sources beyond those read by the entire class, and will form the foundation of the term paper to be submitted at the end of our time in Oman.  It should include the questions you will seek to answer through research in Oman and a clear methodology for finding answers to those questions.  
5. Class presentation: Each student will give a 15-minute presentation on the topic of his or her term paper.  These presentations will take place on Jan. 15 and 16. The presentation counts for 10% of your course grade.

6. Term paper: A term paper of 8-10 pages, which incorporates your preliminary paper as well as your research conducted in Oman, is due on Friday, Jan. 17.  The final paper reflects the structure of a small research study (question, background literature, methods, results and analysis).  Some term paper topic suggestions are included at the end of this paper.  The term paper will be worth 25% of your course grade.  
7. Journal: During our time in Oman, each student will keep a daily journal, reflecting on each of our excursions or meetings with Omanis, summarizing what was learned and the extent to which the meeting or excursion offered a perspective that confirmed, contradicted or added to information gained through the readings done before departure and in Oman. Summaries of 1-2 pages will be submitted to the professor (handwritten papers are fine, if access to the internet is difficult. These reflections will count for 20% of your course grade.

Grades will be calculated as follows:

	Class participation		 10%
	Responses to readings		 15%
	Preliminary paper		 20%
Term paper			 25%
Class presentation		 10%
	Journal writing		 20%
	Total				100%	

Practical Considerations
Oman is a beautiful country. Those who visit this country are charmed by its majestic architecture, its white-washed mountain villages, its Bedouin desert camps, its huge sand dunes, and the fishing cultures along its 1,100-mile coast on the Arabian Sea.  Nestled within its diverse ecological zones, Oman is home to eight major tribal languages, a 5,000-year-old system of canals, beautiful mosques, and small villages that are thousands of years old.  One cannot find a country more pleasant in winter than Oman, when the skies are usually sunny and the high temperatures are in the seventies.
Worried about safety? No need!  Oman is one of the safest countries in the world—probably safer than anywhere in the United States.  Its people are hospitable and exhibit both warmth and quiet dignity.  It is a modern country, with most of the conveniences to which we are accustomed, but it has nonetheless preserved much of its traditional culture, which includes a branch of Islam that dominates nowhere else: Ibadism, an early sect of Islam that is neither Sunni nor Shi‘ite. 
Each student must have a passport valid for at least six months after our planned departure date from Oman (January 17).  Students from North America and Europe will be able to purchase a visa at the Muscat airport for 20 Omani riyals (about $52).  Students with other nationalities should check Oman’s visa requirements, because some travelers need to obtain a visa in advance of travel.  The class session on November 18 will include information on traveling to Oman: what to pack, what to wear, and how to act in Oman.


Schedule of Pre-departure Classes and Readings

Oct. 21   Nature and Culture 
Braun, Bruce.  “Nature and Culture: On the Career of a False Problem.” In A Companion to Cultural Geography, edited by James S. Duncan, Nuala C. Johnson and Richard H. Schein, 151-179.  Malden, MA, Oxford, UK and Carlton, Australia: Blackwell Publishing, 2004.
Nowell, 7-15, 58-71
Jones, Jeremy and Nicholas Ridout. Oman, Culture and Diplomacy. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2013 (selection: chapters 1 and 2, 13-66).
Speece, Mark. “Aspects of Economic Dualism in Oman, 1830-1930.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 21, 4 (1989): 495-515. 

Oct. 28   Ibadi Islam and Omani History
Hoffman, Valerie J. The Essentials of Ibadi Islam (Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 2012), 1-45. 
Nowell, 15-53
Hoffman, Valerie J. “The Articulation of Ibadi Identity in Modern Oman and Zanzibar,” Muslim World 14, 2 (April 2004): 201-216.

Nov. 4   Imamate and Sultanate in Omani History
Calvin H. Allen, Jr. “A Separate Place.” The Wilson Quarterly 11, 1 (1986): 48-63. 
Peterson, John E.  “The Revival of the Ibadi Imamate and the Threat to Muscat, 1913-1920.”  Arabian Studies 3 (1976): 165-188.
Eickelman, Dale F. “From Theocracy to Monarchy: Authority and Legitimacy in Inner Oman, 1935-1957.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 17, 1 (1985): 3-24. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Valerie, Marc. “Oman.” In Power and Politics in the Persian Gulf Monarchies, edited by Christopher M. Davidson, 135-160. New York: Columbia University Press, 2011.

Nov. 11   Sultan Qaboos and the Omani “Renaissance”
Peterson, John E.  “Oman: Three and a Half Decades of Change and Development.” Middle East Policy 11, 2 (June 2004): 125-137.
Nowell, 50-57
O’Reilly. Marc J. “Omanibalancing: Oman Confronts an Uncertain Future.” Middle East Journal 52, 1 (1998): 70-84. 
Chatty, Dawn. “Rituals of Royalty and the Elaboration of Ceremony in Oman: View from the Edge.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 41, 1 (2009): 39-58. 
Riphenburg, Carol J. “Changing Gender Relations and the Development Process in Oman,” 144-168, in Islam, Gender, and Social Change, ed. Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad and John L. Esposito. New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Nov. 18  Theories of Identity Construction; preparing to go to Oman: practical considerations	
Davis, Thomas C.  “Revisiting Group Attachment: Ethnic and National Identity.” Political Psychology 20, 1 (1999): 25-47. 
Bell, Duncan S. A. “Mythscapes: Memory, Mythology, and National Identity.” The British Journal of Sociology 54, 1 (2003): 63-81. 
Greig, J. Michael. “The End of Geography?: Globalization, Communications, and Culture in the International System.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 46 (2002): 225-243.. 
Nowell, 85-138, 154-163

W Nov. 20   Deadline to submit research project proposal

Dec. 2    Migration and Ethnic Diversity in Oman
Allen, Calvin H. Jr. “The Indian Merchant Community of Masqat.” Bulletin of the School of Oriental & African Studies 44, 1 (1981): 39-53. 
Peterson, John E.  “Oman’s Diverse Society: Northern Oman.”  Middle East Journal 58, 1 (2004): 32-50. 
Peterson, John E.  “Oman’s Diverse Society: Southern Oman.”  Middle East Journal 58, 2 (2004): 254-270. 
Valeri, Marc. “Nation-Building and Communities in Oman since 1970: The Swahili-Speaking Omani in Search of Identity.” African Affairs 106, 424 (2007): 479-496. 

Dec. 9    Tradition and Change under Sultan Qaboos
Willis, John M. “History, Culture, and the Forts of Oman.” The Arab Studies Journal 4, 1 (1996): 141-143. 
Eickelman, Dale F.  “National Identity and Religious Discourse in Contemporary Oman.”  International Journal of Islamic and Arabic Studies 6, 1 (1989): 1-20.    					
Chatty, Dawn. “Women Working in Oman: Individual Choice and Cultural Constraints.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 32, 2 (2000): 241-254.
Jones, Jeremy and Ridout, Nicholas. “Democratic Development in Oman.” Middle East Journal 59, 3 (2005): 376-392. 
Al Hashimi, Said Sultan.  “The Omani Spring: Towards the Break of a New Dawn.”  Arab Reform Brief 52 (November 2011).
Katzman, Kenneth.  “Oman: Reform, Security, and U.S. Policy.” Congressional Research Service, August 30, 2012.

Travel to and sessions in Oman (preliminary schedule of topics and tours)

Sa Dec 28  Depart from O’Hare International Airport, Chicago (flights are usually late afternoon)

Su Dec 29  Arrive in Muscat at night; stay in Husin Al Khaleej Hotel that night

M Dec 30   Orientation to Muscat. Tour of Bayt al-Baranda and Bayt al-Zubayr.
       Reading: Limbert, 1-18

T Dec 31    Omani Prehistory. Tour of Omani Museum (ancient relics; display on agricultural management in Omani villages) and Natural History Museum.
        Reading: Limbert, 19-45

W Jan 1 – Th Jan 2   Oman’s maritime culture.  Trip to Sur. Maritime Museum and the Ras Al Jinz Turtle Reserve.
        Reading: Limbert, 46-81

F Jan 3   The culture of al-Jabal al-Akhdar (1).  Tour of market and fort of Nizwa (capital of the former Imamate) and Misfat al-‘Abriyyin (4,000-year-old settlement).  
                    Reading: Limbert, 82-114

Sa Jan 4   The culture of al-Jabal al-Akhdar (2).  Tour of Wadi Nakhr.  
                    Reading: Limbert, 115-133

Su Jan 5   The culture of al-Jabal al-Akhdar (3).  Tour of Bahla and Jabrin forts.  
                    Reading: Limbert, 134-163

M Jan 6   The life and scholarship of Nur al-Din al-Salimi.  Tour of Salimi library in al-Mintirib.
Reading: Hoffman, Valerie J.  “Leadership and Scholarship in Oman’s Modern Ibadi Renaissance.”

T Jan 7 – W Jan. 8   The culture of the Wahiba Sands.  Visit a Bedouin encampment.
Reading: Webster, Roger.  “Notes on the Dialect and Way of Life of the Al Wahiba Bedouin of Oman.”  Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 54, 3 (1991): 473-485.
Reading: Chatty, Dawn. “Bedouin Economics and the Modern Wage Market: The Case of the Harasiis of Oman.” Nomadic Peoples 4, 2 (2000): 68-83.

Th Jan 9   The Shi‘ite community in Oman.  Tour of the Mutrah Suq area, meet with Shi‘ite community leaders.
Reading: Valeri, Marc. “High Visibility, Low Profile: The Shi‘a in Oman under Sultan Qaboos.” International Journal of Middle East Studies 42, 2 (May 2010): 251-268.

F Jan 10    The continued connection with East Africa.  Meeting with Drs. Ibrahim Soghayroun, Iman al-Busaidi, Muhammad al-Barwani and Ibrahim Noor Sharif Al-Bakry. 
Reading: Valeri, Marc. “Nation-Building and Communities in Oman since 1970: The Swahili-Speaking Omani in Search of Identity.” African Affairs 106, 424 (2007): 479-496. 

Sa Jan 11   Islamic life under Sultan Qaboos.  Tour of Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque; meet with officials at Ministry of Religious Affairs.
Reading: Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman. “The Transformation of Religious Learning in Oman: Tradition and Modernity.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Third Series 21, 2 (2011): 147-157. 

Su Jan 12    Water, oil and economy in Oman.  Meet with specialists on water desalinization and 
on Oman’s economic development.
		Reading: Limbert, 164-175.

M Jan 13   Education and the aspirations of youth.  Visit to Sultan Qaboos University; meet with Dr. Muhsin al-Kindi, Director of the Omani Studies Center, and possibly with students.	
Reading: 

T Jan 14   Women’s roles and rights in Oman.  Meet with female leaders and members of the 
Sultan’s Majlis Al-Shura (advisory council). 

W Jan 15  Student presentations

Th Jan 16  Student presentations

F Jan 17   Term paper is due.  Depart Oman at night; arrive in Chicago on Saturday, Jan. 18


Some Suggested Term Paper Topics (but you can think of others!)

Oman’s maritime culture
Ibadi Islam and its role in Omani history
Oman’s forts: function in history and today
Religion and public life in contemporary Oman
Agriculture in Oman
Water systems, ancient and modern
The Bedouin culture in Oman
Animal husbandry in Oman
Oman’s political system
Education in Oman
Gender norms and women’s rights in Oman
The Indian community in Muscat
Indian migrant workers in Oman
Oman’s ties with East Africa
Omani “returnees” from East Africa
Economic development in Oman
Omani national identity
Globalization and tradition

