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Middle East Politics
Fall 2011 

	Prof. Gregory Gause
	Office Hours:  TTh 10:30-11:30 AM, 2:30-3:30 PM  

	534 Old Mill
	or by appointment

	ext. 60571
	e-mail:  gregory.gause@uvm.edu



Class Website: All class material will be posted on Blackboard.											 
Purpose:  The Arab world has erupted in political activism, revolt and civil conflict since the beginning of 2011.  Why has this happened now, after nearly four decades of regime stability in the Arab world?  This question cannot be answered without understanding the history of state formation in the Middle East.  That history will help us to explain the current crisis of authority griping the region, as societies try to work out the relationship between Islam and politics, between the state and the economy, and between their domestic society and the world around them.  This is a first course on the region; it presupposes no previous knowledge.  The first part of the course reviews the modern history of the region, with an emphasis on state formation.  The second part of the course examines the interplay of economic development, Islamist movements and participatory politics in the current politics of a number of major regional countries.  The course concludes with an assessment of the “Arab spring,” the prospects for and obstacles to democratization in the region and the future of political Islam.  

Organization and Grading:  Performance on five quizzes will account for 25% of the final grade for the course.  A mid-term essay, no more than 4 single-spaced pages, will be worth 25% of the final grade.  It will be due on October 11.  A final essay, no more than 4 single-spaced pages in length, will be worth 25% of the final grade.  The final essay will be due on December 13.  A short (no more than 1,500 words – 3 single-spaced pages) comparative research essay on two Arab states, one experiencing regime crisis and the other not, will be due on December 6.  It will be worth 25% of the final grade.  On October 6 you must inform the instructor of the two countries you are going to compare in your research paper.  On November 17 you need to submit to the instructor a list of the six short articles you are going to use for the paper.  There is no final exam in this course.  The essay questions and a description of the short research project are found at the end of the syllabus.

Books:  The following books are available from the University bookstore:
--William L. Cleveland, A History of the Modern Middle East (2nd edition)
--Michele Penner Angrist (ed.), Politics and Society in the Contemporary Middle East
--other required readings or URL’s for them are posted on Blackboard
Classroom Protocol -- The Department of Political Science requires that this classroom protocol, defining minimum standards of conduct, be included in all syllabi of political science classes.

1.  Students are expected to attend and be prepared for ALL regularly scheduled classes.

2.  Students are expected to arrive on time and stay in class until the class period ends.  If a student knows in advance that s/he will need to leave early, s/he should notify the instructor before the class period begins.

3.  Students are expected to treat faculty and fellow students with respect.  For example, students must not disrupt class by leaving and reentering during class, must not distract class by making noise, and must be attentive to comments being made by the instructors and by peers.


SCHEDULE OF CLASSES, READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

August 30:  The 2011 “Winter of Arab Discontent” and Housekeeping Stuff
	
Sept. 1:  The Crisis of Authority in the Middle East		
-Richard W. Bulliet, The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization, Chapter 2, “What Went On?” (on Blackboard)

September 6-8:  Dime Store Tour of Pre-20th Century Middle Eastern History.  The Legacy of the Ottoman and Safavid Empires for Middle East Politics.
		-Cleveland, Chapters 1-8


September 8:  MAP QUIZ


September 13-15:  WWI, the End of the Ottoman Empire and Drawing the Map of the Modern Middle East
		-Cleveland, Chapter 9


September 20:  SECOND QUIZ	


September 20-22:  Beginnings of Independent State Formation:  The Inter-War Years.   Zionism and Arab nationalism.  The Mandates.
-Cleveland, Chapters 10-13
September 27; October 4:  State-Building and State Challenging in the Arab World:  1950’s-1970’s
		-Cleveland, Chapters 15-16

September 29:  Guest Appearance by Prof. Fred Lawson
		-F. Gregory Gause, III, “Why Middle East Studies Missed the Arab Spring,” Foreign Affairs, June/July 2011 (on Blackboard)


October 6:  Selection of Two Countries for Your Research Paper


October 6-11:  State-Led Economies, Development, the Challenge of Globalization…and the Politics that Goes With Them
		-Pete Moore, “Political Economy” in Angrist
		-Alan Richards and John Waterbury, A Political Economy of the Middle East, Chapters 7-9 (on Blackboard)
		

October 11:  MID-TERM ESSAY DUE

October 18:  THIRD QUIZ


October 13-18:  Islamism, Identity and the Challenge of Political Opposition
		-Chapters in Angrist:  Mona El-Ghobashy, “Governments and Oppositions,” Sheila Carapico, “Civil Society,” Jillian Schwedler, “Religion and Politics,” David Siddhartha Patel, “Identity and Politics,” Diane Singerman, “Gender and Politics”
		-Gilles Kepel, Jihad:  The Path of Political Islam, Chapters 1-3 (on Blackboard)

October 20-25:  Egypt:  Economic Problems and Islamist Challenge
		-Cleveland, Chapter 18 (just the Egypt parts) and pp. 541-546
		-Nathan Brown and Emad El-Din Shahin, “Egypt” in Angrist
		-Mona El-Ghobashy, “The Praxis of the Egyptian Revolution,” Middle East Report, No. 258, Spring 2011, (on Blackboard)
		-Dina Shehata, “The Fall of the Pharaoh:  How Hosni Mubarak’s Regime Came to an End,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2011 (on Blackboard)
		 

November 3:  FOURTH QUIZ

October 29-November 1:  Turkey:  Islam, Economic Development and Democracy
		-Cleveland, pp. 275-288, 527-535
		-Marcie Patton, “Turkey” in Angrist
 		-Henri Barkey, “The Road to Turkey’s June Elections,” Carnegie Endowment, May 9, 2011, http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2011/05/09/road-to-turkey-s-june-elections-crises-strategies-and-outcomes/1nh# 
		-“Turkey After the June 12 Elections,” Carnegie Endowment roundtable summary, June 15, 2011, http://www.carnegieendowment.org/2011/06/15/turkey-after-june-12-elections-challenges-and-opportunities/cr 
		
November 3-8:  Iran:  Islamic Revolution and the Struggle to Build an Islamic Democracy
		-Cleveland, pp. 288-300, Chapter 20
		-Arang Keshavarvian, “Iran” in Angrist
		-Kaveh Ehsani, Arang Keshavarzian and Norma Clair Moruzzi, “Tehran June 2009,” Middle East Report on-line, June 28, 2009, http://www.merip.org/mero/mero062809  
		-Abbas Milani, “Ahmadinejad vs. The Ayatollah,” The National Interest, No. 114, July/August 2011 (on Blackboard)

November 10-15:  Saudi Arabia:  Oil, Islam and Politics
		-Cleveland, Chapter 21 and pp. 475-479
		-Gwenn Okruhlik, “Saudi Arabia,” in Angrist
		-F. Gregory Gause, III, “Rageless in Riyadh:  Why the Al Saud Dynasty Will Remain,” ForeignAffairs.com, March 16, 2011
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/67660/f-gregory-gause-iii/rageless-in-riyadh
		-Toby Jones, “High Anxiety,” ForeignPolicy.com, March 23, 2011 http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/03/23/high_anxiety?page=full 


November 17:  Discussion of Research Papers
		-list of six contemporary sources on which paper will be based to be handed in


November 29:  FIFTH QUIZ


November 29-December 1:  The Arab Spring/Winter of Arab Discontent/Hot Arab Summer
		-Alanoud Al Sharekh, “Reform and Rebirth in the Middle East,” Survival, April-May 2011 (on Blackboard)
		-Sarah Johnstone and Jeffrey Mazo, “Global Warming and the Arab Spring,” Survival, April-May 2011 (on Blackboard)
		-Richard Cincotta, “Socioeconomic Studies,” in Ellen Laipson (ed.), Seismic Shift:  Understanding Change in the Middle East, Stimson Center, May 2011, http://www.stimson.org/images/uploads/research-pdfs/Socioeconomic_Studies.pdf 
		-Lisa Anderson, “Demystifying the Arab Spring,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2011 (on Blackboard)	


December 6:  Research Paper Due


December 6:  Wrap-Up and Review


FINAL ESSAY DUE – December 13


ESSAYS 

a) Essays must be single-spaced typed, with one-inch margins at the top, bottom and sides of the pages.  Letter size of the font may be no smaller than 12 point.

b) The mid-term and final essays are analytical, not research-based.  You need not read anything but the assigned readings to write them.  You do, however, have to think about the assigned readings and the lectures in order to write good essays.  The research essay, of course, requires outside reading.

c) The key to all these essays is making an argument and supporting it with references to the readings and lectures.  For the mid-term and final essays, there is no need to cite sources, since these are based exclusively on the class readings and lectures.    If you do cite a source other than those included in the assigned readings, give the full citation.  In the research essay, you must provide full citations for all your sources.


First Essay -- No more than 4 pages, single-spaced.  Due October 11.

The states created in the wake of the collapse of the Ottoman and Qajar Empires experienced serious instability in the period between 1945 and 1970.  By instability, I mean regime changes, domestic political conflict, failed and successful military coups, external intervention in domestic politics, riots.  Only Israel had a relatively stable domestic political system, but it was involved in numerous regional conflicts.  Why were the domestic politics of these states so unstable in this period?  Pick a non-Arab state (Turkey, Iran or Israel) and an Arab state to compare and contrast on the issue of the causes of political instability.

Second Essay – No more than 4 pages, single-spaced.  Due December 13.

Turkey seems to have been able to move the furthest of all the countries we have studied in some depth this semester (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iran) toward building an inclusive (that is to say, including Islamist parties) democratic system and a relatively open economy with strong private sector growth.  Compare Turkey to one of these other states (Egypt up to the January 25, 2011 revolution, since we do not know where Egypt is going now) and discuss the differences between them that account for the different results on the democracy and economy issues.

Research Project – No more than 3 pages, single spaced.  Due on December 6.

This project requires the student to compare two Arab states, one of which has experienced significant upheaval during the “Arab Spring” of 2011 and one that has not.  The purpose of the project is to explain the causes of political instability by contrasting cases where the outcome (the dependent variable) is different.  The student is required to consult three contemporary (2011) sources on events in each country, for a total of six contemporary sources.  It is also advisable that the student read the background chapter on the country in either the Angrist volume or, if there is not a chapter on that country in that volume, in a similar volume (like David Long et al, The Government and Politics of the Middle East, on course reserves in Bailey-Howe).

Where to find those contemporary sources, you ask?  Excellent question.  Here are a number of good places:

-Foreign Policy magazine’s on-line publication, particularly its Middle East Channel:  http://www.foreignpolicy.com/ 

-Foreign Affairs magazine’s on-line publication:  http://www.foreignaffairs.com/

-The Middle East program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, http://carnegieendowment.org/programs/global/index.cfm?fa=proj&id=107 

-The New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com// 

-The Arab Reform Initiative, http://arab-reform.net/ 

-The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, http://www.washingtoninstitute.org 

-The International Crisis Group, http://www.crisisgroup.org/ (ICG’s reports are longer, sometimes 20 or 30 pages, but they are excellent.  You need to register on the group’s website for access to the reports, but the registration is free.)

-Other good newspapers – Washington Post, Los Angeles Times – have good coverage of the Middle East.  You can also check their web sites on your countries.

-Feel free to explore other places to find your articles, but check with the instructor to make sure that the source is reliable.
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