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Course Objectives:  This course examines contemporary security conditions in the greater Middle East region, including conventional arms balances, weapons of mass destruction, guerrilla war, terrorism, and economic and political conditions affecting security.  It focuses primarily, though not exclusively, on threats to US security interests in the region.

Readings:  All readings listed below are available in electronic form either online (the Wikipedia articles) or on the Moodle webpage for this class, which also contains the class handouts and powerpoints.  For help with Moodle, see http://itsweb.lsu.edu/Moodle/Assistance/item3400.html.  The background readings listed in section I, below, are essential for understanding most of the subsequent readings.  Read them before the semester starts.  I will not cover them in class.

Grades:  You will have a midterm exam (Thursday, March 8), a final exam (Monday, May 7, 

7:30-9:30 am), and a term paper (due Thursday, April 19).  The best two of your three grades will each count for 40% of your final grade; the worst will count for 20%.  Exams will consist of definitions and essay questions.  They will not be cumulative.  I give makeups only under exceptional circumstances and only with prior permission from me.  If you want to take this class for Honors College credit, see me.
Term Paper:  

Your term paper can be on almost any topic related to security in the greater Middle East, including one of the region’s many wars or other crises, a regional guerrilla or terrorist group, security conditions affecting a particular country, or issues affecting past or present US security.  Do not choose a topic covered extensively in class lectures or readings.  Your paper must go well beyond what is covered in class readings.  If you have any doubt about the suitability of a topic, see me before you start.  

You must submit a one-paragraph (i.e., at least five sentences) summary of your proposed paper by Thursday, February 2, along with its title, the names of at least six books, articles, or websites you plan to use, and your email address.  I will not grade this, but you must get my approval on it before starting your paper.  
Your paper must be 13-17 double-spaced pages in length, including notes and/or bibliography but not cover page.  I will grade it mainly on the depth and insightfulness of your analysis, though I will also consider its organization, quality of sources, and writing style (for native English speakers only).  Your paper should be factual and analytical, not opinionated.  At least four of your sources must have been published in 2006 or later.  The paper is due on Thursday, April 19, with no exceptions.  Late papers will receive at least one letter grade off.  See my handout “Guidelines for Writing Term Papers” for tips on finding sources and organizing and writing your paper.
Schedule of Readings (read in the order listed):

I.  Background Readings 
· Colbert C. Held and John Thomas Cummings, Middle East Patterns: Places, Peoples, and Politics, Fifth Edition (Boulder: Westview Press, 2011), ch. 8.

· Wikipedia articles “Indo-Pakistani Relations” and “Civil War in Afghanistan.”
· “U.S. Policy in the Middle East,” in The Middle East, Eleventh Edition (Washington: CQ Press, 2007), ch. 5.

II.  The Conventional Military Balance and the Revolution in Military Affairs
· Anthony H. Cordesman and Aram Nerguizian, The Arab-Israeli Military Balance (Washington: Center for Strategic and International Affairs, 2010).

· Anthony H. Cordesman and Aram Nerguizian, The Gulf Military Balance in 2010 (Washington: Center for Strategic and International Affairs, 2010).

· Anthony H. Cordesman and Aram Nerguizian, The North African Military Balance (Washington: Center for Strategic and International Affairs, 2010), pp. 47-88 only.

· Barry D. Watts, The Maturing Revolution in Military Affairs (Washington: Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, 2011).

· Wikipedia article “Unmanned Aerial Vehicle.” 
· James P. Farwell and Rafal Rohozinski, “Stuxnet and the Future of Cyber War,” Survival 53(1), February-March 2011.
III.  Weapons of Mass Destruction:  Nuclear Weapons

· David Ochmanek and Lowell H. Schwartz, The Challenge of Nuclear-Armed Regional Adversaries (Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2008). 
· Avner Cohen and Marvin Miller, “Bringing Israel’s Bomb Out of the Basement,” Foreign Affairs 89(5), September-October 2010.  
· Sumit Ganguly, “Nuclear Stability in South Asia,” International Security 33(2), Fall 2008.
· Monterey Institute of International Studies, Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Iran Nuclear Overview (Monterey, CA: MIIS, 2011).
· Joseph Cirincione, “A Mideast Nuclear Chain Reaction?” Current History, December 2008.

· Morten Bremer Maerli, Annette Schaper, and Frank Barnaby, “The Characteristics of Nuclear Terrorist Weapons,” in Russell D. Howard and James J. F. Forest (eds.), Weapons of Mass Destruction and Terrorism (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008). 
IV.  Weapons of Mass Destruction:  Chemical and Biological Weapons, Missiles

· Wikipedia articles “Chemical Warfare” and “Biological Warfare.”
· Leonard A. Cole, “WMD and Lessons from the Anthrax Attacks,” in Russell D. Howard and James J. F. Forest (eds.), Weapons of Mass Destruction and Terrorism (New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2008).
· GlobalSecurity, “Ballistic Missile Basics,” www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/intro/missile.htm.  

· GlobalSecurity, “Cruise Missiles,” www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/intro/cm.htm. 

V.  Weapons of Mass Destruction: Countermeasures
· Wikipedia articles “Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,” “Chemical Weapons Convention,” “Biological Weapons Convention,” and “Missile Technology Control Regime.”

· Kathleen J. McInnis, “Extended Deterrence: The U.S. Credibility Gap in the Middle East,” The Washington Quarterly 28(3), Summer 2005.
· Arms Control Association, “U.S. Missile Defense Programs at a Glance,” October 2010, http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/usmissiledefense.
· James Dobbins, “Coping With a Nuclearizing Iran,” Survival 53(6), December 2011.
· Ronen Bergman, “Will Israel Attack Iran?” New York Times Magazine, January 25, 2012.

VI.  Asymmetric Threats: Guerrilla War

· Donald M. Snow, National Security for a New Era, Fourth Edition (Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 2011), ch. 11.  
· David Kilcullen, “Counter-insurgency Redux,” Survival 48(4), Winter 2006-07.

· Seth G. Jones, “The Rise of Afghanistan’s Insurgency: State Failure and Jihad,” International Security 32(4), Spring 2008.

· Sumit Ganguly and S. Paul Kapur, “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice: Islamist Militancy in South Asia,” The Washington Quarterly 33(1), January 2010.
· Dangerous But Not Omnipotent: Exploring the Reach and Limitations of Iranian Power in the Middle East (Santa Monica: RAND Corporation, 2009), pp. 81-128 only.  
VII.  Asymmetric Threats:  Terrorism

· James Lutz and Brenda Lutz, Terrorism: The Basics (London: Routledge, 2011), chs. 1-4 only.
· Wikipedia article “Hamas.”
· Barak Mendelsohn, “Al-Qaeda’s Franchising Strategy,” Survival 53(3), June-July 2011.

· Paul R. Pillar, “Counterterrorism,” in Paul D. Williams (ed.), Security Studies: An Introduction (London: Routledge, 2008), ch. 25.

VIII.  Economic Aspects of Security

· Colbert C. Held and John Thomas Cummings, Middle East Patterns: Places, Peoples, and Politics, Fifth Edition (Boulder: Westview Press, 2011), ch. 6.

· Caitlin Talmadge, “Closing Time: Assessing the Iranian Threat to the Strait of Hormuz,” International Security 33(1), Summer 2008.

· Rose Gottmoeller, “The Evolution of Sanctions in Practice and Theory,” Survival 49(4), Winter 2007-8.
IX.  Domestic Political Aspects of Security

· James Traub, “Think Again: Failed States,” Foreign Policy, July/August 2011.

· John R. Schmidt, “The Unraveling of Pakistan,” Survival 51(3), July-July 2009.

· Seth Kaplan, “Rethinking State-Building in a Failed State,” The Washington Quarterly 33(1), January 2010.

· James F. Dobbins, “Towards a More Professional Approach to Nation-Building,” International Peacekeeping 15(1), March 2008.
· G. Gregory Gause, “Can Democracy Stop Terrorism?” Foreign Affairs 84(5), September-October 2005.
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