The Middle East to 1800 HIST 3780
Dr. Allen Fromherz
Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:30-1:15 by appointment. 
Telephone and Contact information: 4044136366 or afromherz@gsu.edu 
34 Peachtree Office Building Office # 2036 (20th Floor) 
Prereqs – NA 
Course Philosophy: 
The fourteenth century historian Ibn Khaldun wrote in the Muqaddimah (a word that means “introduction” in Arabic), his three-volume philosophy of history, that “the inner meaning” of history involves more than the mere description or recording of events.  Following Ibn Khaldun’s philosophy, the purpose of this course is not simply to provide a chronological understanding of early Islamic history and its development. Rather, the course will constantly challenge students work withclassmates to ask original questions about Middle Eastern history, to engage with primary source literature in translation, to ask “the how and the why” of events.  This course will also challenge you to understand “the causes and origins of existing things,” to put the frenzied modern, media focus on the history Middle East in an informed, historical context. Even as we study the rise of Islam in seventh century Arabia, we will begin to understand some of the root reasons for the complexity of modern Middle Eastern and North African societies. This course will ask you to think deeply about identity, belief and society in the Middle East. 
Course Structure: 
The first part of each class, unless there are group presentations, will be a lecture with ample time for questions and discussion at the end of class. Students are encouraged to bring up questions during the lecture if necessary and I will often call on students. There will almost always be discussion time at the end of the lecture. There may also be occassional reading/participation quizzes given out at the end of the lecture. 
Grades 
1. Midterm Exam: 10% The midterm will consist of definitions and brief essay questions. 

2. Reading Quizzes: 10 % I will periodically hand out quizzes in class (3-5 quizzes plus the geography quizz) based on the readings and lecture. If you have an excused absense you may make up these quizzes. 

2. Final : 30%  Answers to the final exam must include at least two primary sources and four secondary sources to receive at least a B+. Essay will be at least 2000 words in length (4000 words for honors students). A and A- papers will have a very strong, original thesis. The paper’s arguments will be organized and supported by numerous primaries sources. B+ to B- papers will have less than the minimum number of sources and will lack either organization or a strong thesis. C- to C+ papers will show some effort but will have less than minimum citations and will lack organization and thesis. 5% of the grade will be deducted for every day a paper is late. 

3. Group Presentations/leading Seminars 30% 

10%  Group presentation score 
10%  Individual presentation score 
10%  Individual book report score. 

Students will be expected to present on the readings, and then lead a seminar discussion in class. The presentation must have a strong thesis or proposition. The purpose of this exercise is to test your ability to ask good questions and effectively lead a discussion. (Honors students will do individual presentations for the class on their large-scale research topic. The topic of research will be determind after cosultation with professor.) I provide a set of specific guidelines I will follow for grading the presentations. The book report should summarize the chapter covered and ask at least one original question challenging the topic discussed in the readings. 

4. Discussions and Participation 20% Students need to show evidence of completing the reading by engaging in class discussions and activities and by attending class regularly. All students should attempt to participate in discussions at least once per class. 
 
Aug 21: Introduction and summary of course structure and expectations. After introductions I will present a brief outline of the course. I will also hand out a survey about your interests and reasons for participating in this course. 
Aug 23: Why Islamic History? This class will begin with a brief discussion of different notions and ideas about history. Is there such a thing as “true” history? What are the major questions of  Islamic history? Why Study Islamic History 
 - Reading/Discussion Assignment for Aug 25-27: Charles Lindholm, The Islamic Middle East, “Introduction” 1-14. 
Aug 28-30: The Central Problems of Islamic History: Introduction to Islam. AUG 30 – GEOGRAPHY QUIZ. 
Important Note on Group Assignments: On AUG 28 I will divide the class into groups. You will receive an email confirming your group. A minimum of 2 and maximum of 3 students may volunteer themselves to be in the same group. You must all email your intention of being in the same group before the end of class on Aug 28. 
- Reading Assignment (for Sept 4): Charles Lindholm, “Ways of Living” in The Islamic Middle East, p. 18-32. 
Sept 4 Ecology and Geography - Ways of Living in the Islamic Near East Reading Assignment for  The Islamic Middle East, Traditions of Authority and Freedom, 33-48. 
Sept. 6: The “Middle World” before Islam. “Jahiliyya,” Prophecy and Authority. Read Lindholm 65-81 for Sept 15.  
Sept. 11-13: Lecture: The Life of Muhammad the Prophet and the Islamic Conquests 
Sept 18-20: Gather as groups outside of class. Email instructor with questions. Prepare for group “conference” presentations. 
Sept. 25: Group 1: “The Prophetic Age,” Lindholm 65-81. 
Sept. 27:  Class Lecture/activity. The Umayyads. Read Lindholm, 84-100 for Sept. 22. 
Oct 2  : Group 2: “Early Struggles for Authority.” Read Lindholm, 105-112 for Sept. 24. 
Oct 4 : Group 3: “Sacred and Secular Rulers.” 
Oct 9 : Lecture: The Abbasids. Read Lindholm, 140-150 for Oct. 11. 
Oct. 11: Group 4: “The Essentials of Islam.” Read Lindholm, 151-178 for Oct 16. Assignment: Research recent news stories news.google.com, news.bbc.co.uk, the New York Times and other sources about Karbala, Najaf and other Shi’ite centers of pilgrimage in Iraq and/or regarding violence in Pakistan or the wider Middle East. Please bring at least 2 different news stories related to Shi’ite centers of pilgrimage and violence in Iraq/Middle East since the first Gulf War. (This will count for a percent of the participation grade)
Oct. 16:  Lecture – “Shia and Sunni” Discussion of news articles. 
Oct. 18: Prepare for Midterm. Questions and Handouts. What is a thesis?  Read Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddimah,  Introduction and p 1-32 for Oct. 23. 
Oct. 23: MIDTERM – Read Lindholm 49-65 and Ibn Khaldun 1-32. What is the Fulbright? How do scholars do research? 
Oct. 25: No class. Fulbright Commission Duties: will be reviewing Fulbright Scholarship applications in Washington DC. Read introduction to Muqaddimah. 
Oct. 30: Lecture - Ibn Khaldun, History and Segmentary Theory: Read Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddimah in preparation for Group 5-6 (Pages to be determined in class). 
Nov 1: Group 5-6: – Ibn Khaldun Parts I and II. Alternate final essay topics due. 

Nov 6: Groups 7-8: – Ibn Khaldun Parts III and IV. Questions for final essay discussed in class.

Nov 8: Class Lecture - Medieval Islam.
Nov. 13: Thesis Paragraph for final essay due. Lecture – Art, Architecture and Culture. 
Nov. 15: Sinbad’s Islam: Religion of the Desert or Religion of the Sea? Lecture.  Read “Acculturation as an Explanatory Concept” handout in class for next class.  
Nov. 20: Al-Andalus Lecture. Read Lindholm 181-194, 120-131 for next class
Nov. 22:  Sufism/Otttomans Lecture. Read Chapter (The Ottoman Gulf) Final Essays Due
Nov. 19: Final Essays Due – Discussion of final papers
Nov. 27-29: Thanksgiving 
Dec. 4: Approaching the Modern - the Example of Qatar. Read Excerpt (Treaty of 1868)  
Dec. 6: Final Essays Returned. 
Required Texts: 
Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, Princeton, 1989. 
Charles Lindholm, The Islamic Middle East: Tradition and Change (Revised Edition), Oxford, 2002. 
Suggested Readings  
Jonathan Berkey, The Formation of Islam: Religion and Society in the Near East 600-1800, Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah: an Introduction to History, trans. Franz Rosenthal, ed. N. Dawood, Princeton University Press, 1989. 
María Rosa Menocal, The Ornament of the World, Boston: Black Bay Books, 2002. 
Robert Irwin, Night and Horses and the Desert: An Anthology of Classical Arabic Literature, New York: Anchor Books, 1999. 
Patricia Crone and Martin Hinds, God’s Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam, Cambridge University Press, 1986. 
Stephen Humphreys, Islamic History: A Framework for Inquiry, Princeton University Press, 1991. 
Hugh Kennedy, Muslim Spain and Portugal: A Political History of al-Andalus, London: Longman, 1996. 
H.T. Norris, The Berbers in Arabic Literature, Essex: Longman, 1982. 
David Morgan, Medieval Persia, 1070-1797, London: Longman, 1998.
Bibliography:
On Muhammad see:
Watt, W.M., Muhammad, Prophet and Statesman (Oxford, 1964): a traditional account (summarized in the entry on Muhammad in the Encyclopaedia of the Qur'an), which is used by most writers on Muhammad.
For the problems with Watt’s account see:
Crone, P., Slaves on Horses (Cambridge, 1980), introduction, or P. Crone, Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam (Oxford, 1987), chapter 10, and, more readably, F.E. Peters, "The Quest of the Historical Muhammad", International Journal of Middle East Studies, 23 (1991), 291-315.
On the history of the caliphates see:
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Watt, W.M., The Faith and Practice of al-Ghazzali (London, 1953): a translation of al-Ghazzali's autobiography, a Muslim equivalent of the Confessions of Augustine.



Coursework

Final Essay 1 (2000 words – 5000 words for honors students): Choose 1 question or propose a question to me by Nov 1. 
- What are the most important reasons for the ideal of egalitarianism in Middle Eastern society and history? 
- What, specifically, did Ibn Khaldun mean by ‘asabiyya? What did he not mean? 
- What are the problems faced by a biographer of Muhammad the Prophet? 
- What are the limitations and possibilities of a segmentary society? 
- Was the origin and development of the divide between Shia and Sunni caused primarily by differences in religious doctrine or by social factors? 
- Why was the Caliphate important to Muslims? 
- What does Ibn Khaldun mean by the “inner meaning of history”? 
- Why and how was Islam adapted by different cultures throughout history? 
- What is the primary reason for the rise of Sufism? 
- What is the primary reason for the conflict between Sufis and Islamists? 
Midterm 

Students will answer the questions in a brief essay. There will also be a short section on terms and definitions. The final and midterm will be graded according to the clarity and originality of the thesis, the structure of the essay and the number of references to specific dates, events, persons and other forms of historical evidence used to support the student’s thesis. 

Participation et cetera

Participation is strongly encouraged, especially during discussion and seminar sessions. 

Special Needs: Any student with special needs should consult with me early in the class. Appropriate accommodations will be made. 

NOTE: Late essays will loose 5% credit for each class day they are late unless there are proven emergency circumstances. You may contact me for an extension well before the due date under exceptional circumstances. 
Make up Exams: You can make up exams only in emergency circumstances. Please inform me if you need to make up an exam or quiz. 
Grading system: 
98-100% A+
93-98 A
90-93 A- 
88-90 B+ and so on 









