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HISTORY 310
Modern Gulf History
Spring 2010
American University of Sharjah
Department of International Studies
Instructor: Tom DeGeorges
Office: Physics 227

E-mail: tdegeorges@aus.edu
Office Telephone: x2380
Office Hours: Monday (1-2pm), Tuesday (10-11am, 3-4pm), Wednesday (4-5pm)
Prerequisite: WRI 102 and junior standing
This class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays
Lecture will be held from 11:00-12:15pm
Room: Physics 118
Course Description: Credit Hours (3-0-3):
Introduces students to the history of the Gulf Arab states in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Examines the traditional economy of the Gulf before oil, traditional forms of rulership, the traditional role of the merchants, British involvement in the region and the impact of oil in the first half of the course.  Surveys the individual histories of the six Gulf Arab states in the second half of the course.
This course is a requirement for International Studies students who are completing the concentration of International Relations as part of their Bachelor of Arts in International Studies degree.  For students whose major is outside of International Studies, this course fulfills a Humanities requirement.
Course Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, a student will be able to:
1. Describe the history of the Gulf from the perspective of at least two countries in the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council).

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the major treaties and agreements that defined the Gulf states’ relations with extra-regional powers.
REQUIREMENTS:

· Attendance is MANDATORY.  We will cover a great deal of materials each day.  Absences will not be tolerated and repeated absence may be cause for expulsion from the course.  If you expect to be absent regularly, DO NOT register for this course.
· Class participation is also expected of you.  You must come to class having read ALL of the assigned reading for that day.  No cell phone use is permitted in class; make sure you turn off your phones, pagers or mobile devices before entering the classroom.  Beverages are permitted in class, but no food is permitted.
· Textbooks must be purchased at the AUS Library bookstore and must be brought to class when the instructor requests.
· Respectful behavior is a requirement.  Controversies and disagreements are an integral part of the historical profession.  However, I expect our classroom discussions to remain orderly and civil.  I will not tolerate any personal attacks on any member of our class.
· Please come and see me if you are having ANY difficulties with the course materials or the assignments.  I will make myself available to meet with you throughout the semester. 
· The AUS Writing Center (http://www.aus.edu/cas/writingcenter) located in the Library also offers tutoring services.  Please take advantage of these resources to improve your writing or to understand the readings more fully! 
· PLAGIARISM: It is imperative that students do their own work.   As the AUS Catalog (2009-2010) states Plagiarism “is to use the work, ideas, images or work of someone else without attribution.  Plagiarism may involve using someone else’s wording—a distinctive name, a phrase, a sentence or an entire passage or essay—without using quotation marks.  It may also involve misrepresenting the sources that were used.  The issue of plagiarism applies to all student assignments.” (22)  Any assignment which is found to be plagiarized will receive the grade of F.
· GROUP WORK ON PAPER ASSIGNMENTS IS NOT PERMITTED.  Please see the instructor for any questions you have on paper assignments.
· Group work for the purposes of exam preparation is allowed and encouraged.
· Graduating seniors will receive NO special treatment in this course and are expected to complete all assignments and exams on a timely basis.
GRADING:

· One Midterm Examination: 20%

· Final Examination: 30%

· Class Participation: 10%
· Two short papers (five typed pages): 15%

The first of these papers will discuss what you know of Gulf history at the beginning of the course.  You do not need citations for this first short paper.  Just describe your impressions of the Gulf region and its history.  At the end of the semester, you will write another short paper explaining how this course enhanced your knowledge of the Gulf region’s history.
· One Research Paper (fifteen to twenty pages): 25%
This research paper will involve your analysis of a topic that interests you within the realm of Gulf history.  You may choose to focus on a topic related to heritage sites (museums, archeological sites, historic monuments) or you may wish to focus on an aspect of the Gulf’s varied ethnic composition, including a study of one or more of the Gulf Arabic dialects.  15% of your grade will be awarded for your written paper.  The remaining 10% of your grade will be awarded for your in-class presentation of your research.
Grading Criteria:
Study in history at the college level in this course means that a student will move beyond summarizing events in the past.  While students in high school may have written summaries or even memorized sections of books to earn a satisfactory grade, such methods will not be acceptable in this class.  Writing assignments in this course (whether take-home or in-class) will require the student to interpret historical events in such a way as to prove a point of view or argument expressed in a thesis statement.  Using historical evidence (both “primary” and “secondary” sources) to prove one’s argument is essential to any successful essay.  Essays that receive high grades in this course will have strong, clear arguments and paragraphs with cited evidence from course readings to support these arguments.  Lack of coherence in writing essays, poor grammar, absence of a clear thesis statement or argument, and lack of any cited materials from the course textbooks will result in essays that receive low or failing grades.

REQUIRED READING (These readings are available for purchase at the AUS Library Bookstore):
Rosemarie Said Zahlan. The Making of the Modern Gulf States (Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Oman) (Revised Edition) (London: Ithaca Press, 1998)
Lawrence G. Potter, ed. The Persian Gulf in History (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009)

The following books will be on reserve at the AUS Library:

Madawi al-Rasheed, ed. Transnational Connections and the Arab Gulf (London: Routledge, 2005)

Jill Crystal. Oil and Politics in the Gulf: Rulers and merchants in Kuwait and Qatar (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990)
Dionisius A. Agius. In the Wake of the Dhow: The Arabian Gulf and Oman (Reading: Ithaca Press, 2002)
LECTURE AND EXAM SCHEDULE:

PART I: ANCIENT GULF HISTORY
January 18: Introduction to the course and review of syllabus
January 20: Dilmun and Ancient Trading Networks
D.T. Potts. “The Archaeology and Ancient History of the Persian Gulf” (Potter, 27-56)

January 25: Persian Imperial Rule Before Islam (Sassanian Empire)
Touraj Daryaee. “The Persian Gulf in Late Antiquity: The Sasanian Era (200-700 C.E.) (Potter, 57-70)

FIRST SHORT PAPER DUE

January 27: The Coming of Islam to the Gulf Region
Donald Whitcomb. “The Gulf in the Early Islamic Period: The Contribution of Archaeology to Regional History” (Potter, 71-87)

PART II: ISLAMIC SOCIETY IN THE GULF (1400-1600 C.E.)
February 1: Mohammad Bagher Vosoughi. “The Kings of Hormuz: From the Beginning until the Arrival of the Portuguese” (Potter, 89-104)
February 3: Rudi Matthee. “Boom and Bust: The Port of Basra in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries” (Potter, 105-127)
PART III: AJAMI HERITAGE IN THE GULF AND BAHRAIN
February 8: Arabs on the Northern Shore of the Gulf
Shahnaz Razieh Nadjmabadi. “The Arab Presence on the Iranian Coast of the Persian Gulf” (Potter, 129-145)

February 10: Merchant families and Urban Space
Nelida Fuccaro. “Persians and the space of the city in Bahrain, c. 1869-1937” (Madawi al-Rasheed, 39-58)
February 15: Transnational Merchant Families in the Gulf
James Onley. “Transnational merchants in the nineteenth-century Gulf” (Madawi al-Rasheed, 59-89)

February 17: MIDTERM EXAMINATION
PART IV: THE IMPACT OF EUROPEANS AND OTTOMANS UPON THE GULF REGION
February 22: The Portuguese
Joao Teles e Cunha. “The Portuguese Presence in the Persian Gulf” (Potter, 207-234)

February 24: The Dutch 
Willem Floor. Dutch Relations with the Persian Gulf (Potter, 235-259)
March 1: The Ottomans
Frederick Anscombe. “The Ottoman Role in the Gulf” (Potter, 261-276)
March 3: Great Britain
J.E. Peterson. Britain and the Gulf: At the Periphery of Empire (Potter, 277-293)
PART IV: INDIAN OCEAN CONNECTIONS AND HERITAGE

March 8: The Origins of the Gulf’s Multiethnic Heritage

M. Redha Bhacker. “The Cultural Unity of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean: A Longue Duree Historical Perspective” (Potter, 163-173)

March 10: Gulf Connections with Africa
Abdul Sheriff. “The Persian Gulf and the Swahili Coast: A History of Acculturation over the Longue Duree” (Potter, 173-189)

March 15: Gulf Connections with India
Patricia Risso. “India and the Gulf: Encounters from the Mid-Sixteenth to the Mid-Twentieth Centuries” (Potter, 189-206)
PART VI: STATE FORMATION IN THE GULF REGION AFTER 1900

March 17: Shaping Modern States in the Gulf: An Overview

Zahlan, pp. 19-31 and pp. 83-93
[SPRING BREAK: MARCH 18-MARCH 25]

March 29: The United Arab Emirates
Zahlan, Chapter 7

Roland Marchal. “Dubai: global city and transnational hub” (Madawi al-Rasheed, 93-110)
March 31: Oman
Zahlan, Chapter 8

Dionisius. A. Agius. In the Wake of the Dhow: The Arabian Gulf and Oman (Chapters 2 and 3)
[APRIL 1: DEADLINE TO WITHDRAW FROM COURSE WITHOUT PENALTY]
April 5: Royal Families in Kuwait, Qatar, and Bahrain
Zahlan, Chapter 6

April 7: Kuwait’s Experiment with Representative Government
Zahlan, Chapter 3

April 12: Bahrain’s Management of Ethnic Diversity
Zahlan, Chapter 4

Chrystal, pp. 112-129

April 14: Qatar and the Oil Era
Chrystal, pp. 129-170
April 19: Saudi Arabia’s Role in the Gulf
Zahlan, Chapter 9

April 21: FILM: GULF VOICES

[RESEARCH PAPER DUE]

PART VII: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE GULF (THE 21ST CENTURY)
April 26: Modern Gulf Identities and Loyalties

William O. Beeman. “Gulf Society: An Anthropological View of the Khalijis-Their Evolution and Way of Life” (Potter, 147-159) Lawrence G. Potter. “Introduction” (Potter, 1-24)

[RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS]

April 28: The Shift to Oil Economies by the late 20th Century

Crystal, 187-205
[RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS]

May 3: The Role of the United States in the Gulf Region

Gary Sick. “The United States and the Persian Gulf in the Twentieth Century” (Potter, 295-310)

[RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS]

May 5: The Formation of the Gulf Cooperation Council and Regional Challenges in the Late 20th century

Zahlan, Chapter 10

[RESEARCH PAPER PRESENTATIONS] [SECOND SHORT PAPER DUE]

[FINAL EXAM PERIOD: May 8-May 15]
Tom DeGeorges
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