Department of History
History 315

Spring 2012
Modern History of the Gulf
Instructor: David Commins

Office: 205 Denny Hall

Office Hours:  Monday 2:30-3:30; Thursday 9:30-11:30; by appointment 

Telephone: x1015

email: commins

Course Description
The course examines the modern history of the Gulf since 1500, with an emphasis on the Arab lands along the southern shore, as well as some attention to Iran’s historical and contemporary role in Gulf affairs.  We will focus on political, economic, and social development, regional security, and geostrategic issues.  The course begins with a review of ancient and medieval economic, social and political patterns in order to understand what makes the modern age different than earlier centuries.  We then examine early European activity, the roots of today’s ruling Arab families, and the era of British domination before devoting the last few weeks of the semester to historical events since 1971, when the smaller Arab sheikhdoms became independent.  
This is a very challenging course in terms reading assignments and graded work, so you will need to allocate a lot of time to keeping up with the course.  You can best manage your time if you review the syllabus, reading assignments, and due dates for assignments.  

Classes will usually blend lecture with discussion of reading assignments.  Worthwhile discussion depends on your completing assignments and giving them some thought so that you come to class with questions and have enough familiarity with the material to pose and respond to questions.

Required Texts 
David Commins, The Gulf States
Course Documents and External Links on Moodle

Resources 
Gulf 2000 is a valuable online resource for contemporary affairs
Oxford Islamic Studies Online is a rich database of reference articles about Islam, available through Waidner-Spahr library
Historical Abstracts is a database of scholarly articles (not including the United States) for history since 1500

(Additional Resources will be posted on Moodle)

Learning Goals and Course Requirements
Learning goals are defined to meet criteria for the Comparative Civilization requirement, the Middle East Studies program, and the History Department.  

As a Comparative Civilization and Middle East Studies course, you will develop core knowledge about enduring patterns in the history of the Gulf, the emergence of modern political structures, integration into the global economic and political order, and the impact of petroleum on politics and society. 
As a course in the History Department, you will develop a historical perspective that will help orient your thinking in terms of causes, consequences and chronology, and will promote deeper understanding about and empathy for people who lived in other periods and places.

You will learn research skills to locate essential historical information and you will learn how to assess and categorize various types of primary and secondary sources.

You will develop effective writing and communication skills by learning how to formulate and support plausible historical interpretations in essays where you express yourself clearly and convincingly.  
As a 300-level course in the History Department, this class introduces you to historical perspectives and the ways historians interpret the past. 

The means for demonstrating your achievement of these goals include the following course requirements:

Map Quiz  


Midterm Exam  

Final Exam  


Short Essay
Research Paper
Participation 
The map quiz counts for 5% of the course grade.

Exams count for 25% of the course grade and will test your grasp of significant trends, ideas and personalities.  The exams will have two parts: essays and short identification of terms.  When grading exams, I look for three qualities: accuracy, specificity, and interpretation.  You should look at sample exam answers from other courses that will be posted to Moodle.
Analytical pieces count for 25% of the course grade.  They are designed for you to demonstrate critical thinking in assessing historical evidence and scholarly arguments.  In grading them, I evaluate the quality of thought, appropriate use of detail to illustrate ideas, and clear, correct writing.  For more detail on my standards for writing, consult the “Approach to Writing” on Moodle.
The research paper (roughly eight to ten pages) counts for 25% of the course grade.  It is designed for you to demonstrate research skills (locating sources) and critical thinking (evaluation of scholarly arguments and evidence). 

Participation counts for 20% of the course grade.  It entails regular attendance, preparation for class by completing reading assignments, demonstrating familiarity with course material.  I consider comments and questions submitted via e-mail as evidence of engagement with the course material.  (See Document on Evaluating Participation posted on Moodle)

COURSE POLICIES
Attendance and Preparation

You are expected to attend every class.  Illness is an acceptable excuse for an absence when it is documented with a note from the Health Center or a medical doctor.  
More than three unexcused absences will result in a lower course grade.

You are expected to come to class on time. 

You are expected to be prepared to comment on readings and demonstrate familiarity with them.  If you are shy about volunteering to speak in class, I will still call on you.  In addition, you may submit written comments and questions by e-mail.
No texting in class: Not only is it rude, it will count as an absence and detract from your course grade.
Academic Misconduct

You are expected to know the College's definitions of plagiarism found on the inside cover of "Student Records, Rights, and Responsibilities."  Any instance of plagiarism will result in an F grade and withdrawal from the course; it may also entail further administrative action by the College.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

The Department of History makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Every professor is available to discuss the implementation of academic accommodations for students with documented disabilities.  Students requesting accommodations must first register with Disability Services to verify their eligibility. After documentation review, Marni Jones, Director of Learning Skills and Disability Services, will provide eligible students with accommodation letters for their professors. Students must obtain a new letter every semester and meet with each relevant professor prior to any accommodations being implemented.  These meetings should occur during the first three weeks of the semester (except for unusual circumstances), and at least one week before any testing accommodations. The Office of Disability Services is located in Biddle House. For appointments call Stephanie Anderberg at 245-1734. 

For more information, see the Disability Services website http://www.dickinson.edu/student-life/resources/disability-services/  or email disabilityservices@dickinson.edu.
Schedule of Classes

This is a new course, so the list of topics and reading assignments may change as the semester progresses.
(Reading assignments are listed under the date for each class)

Week 1:  Ecology, Economy and Society
January 23
The Gulf Today 
Google Earth: Explore the Gulf and the surrounding region
January 25
Ecology, Economies, Social Patterns: Sea, Date, and Camel 


Critical Analysis I---Wilson’s Periplus (Assignment on Moodle, Due Jan 27) 
The Gulf States, Introduction

Christopher Edens, Dynamics of Trade in the Ancient Mediterranean “World System”
Robert Carter, The History and Prehistory of Pearling in the Persian Gulf, 139-145, 162-168

Dale Lightfoot, The Origin and Diffusion of Qanats in Arabia

January 27
Social Organization: Tribes, Sheikhs, and Hierarchies
Arnold Wilson, A Periplus of the Persian Gulf
James Onley and Sulayman Khalaf, Shaikhly Authority in the Pre-Oil Gulf, 189-202
Week 2: From Ancient Times to the Rise of Islam: Political Power and Religious Legacies
January 30 
Pre-Islamic Patterns
Map Quiz
Critical Analysis II (Assignment on Moodle, Due February 3)

The Gulf States, 13-24

February 1
Islamic Era and Sects 
February 3
What to look for in history articles 

Hamad Bin Seray, The Arabian Gulf in Syriac Sources, 205-209, skim the rest

R. A. Carter, Christianity in the Gulf during the first century of Islam, 71-72, 103-106, skim the rest

Touraj Daryaee, The Persian Gulf Trade in Late Antiquity, pp. 1, 5-8, 15-16, skim the rest

Derek Kennett, The Decline of Eastern Arabia in Sasanian Period, read 86-89, ‘Sasanian Decline,’ ‘Summary’ on 106 to end of article, skim the rest

Farouk Omar, Urban Centres in the Gulf during the Early Islamic Period
Donald Whitcomb, The Archaeology of al-Hasa Oasis in the Islamic Period, 95-96, 104-105, skim the rest
Week 3: Early Islamic Era to the Early Modern Era, 800-1600: Continuities and ruptures in trade
February 6
The Early Islamic Era
The Gulf States, 24-31

David Whitehouse, Maritime Trade in the Gulf 
S. M. Stern, Ramisht of Siraf

Robert Carter, The History and Prehistory of Pearling in the Persian Gulf ,145-148
Travels of Marco Polo, pp. 63-69 

Travels of Ibn Battuta, pp. 63-68 

February 8
Portugal’s Empire

The Gulf States, 32-41

Sanjay Subrahmanyam, The Birth-Pangs of Portuguese Asia
List of Research Topics
February 10
The Ottoman and Safavid Empires
Abdul Aziz M. Awad, The Gulf in the Seventeenth Century
Jon Mandaville, The Ottoman Province of al-Hasa in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries
Week 4:  Imperial Rivalries and Local Powers in the 1600s
February 13
Safavids and Ottomans: Bandar Abbas and Basra
The Gulf States, 41-50

Rudi Matthee, Between Arabs, Turks and Iranians: The Town of Basra, 1600-1700

February 15
Dutch and English Trading Empires
February 17
Oman and the Lower Gulf 
Week 5: Emergence of Modern Dynasties in the 1700s
February 20
The Utub Tribes
The Gulf States, 51-72

February 22
The First Saudi Emirate

Research Topic and List of Sources
February 24
Oman and the Lower Gulf
Critical Analysis III (Assignment on Moodle Due March 2)

Abdul-Aziz El-Ashban, The Formation of the Omani Trading Empire under the Ya’aribah Dynasty
Robert Carter, The History and Prehistory of Pearling in the Persian Gulf, 149-151

Willem Floor, The Iranian Navy in the Gulf during the Eighteenth Century

Week 6:  Incorporation and Resistance to Western Global System in the early 1800s
February 27
Piracy and Pacification

The Gulf States, 72-75

Calvin Allen, The State of Masqat in the Gulf and East Africa,1785-1829
Patricia Risso, Cross-Cultural Perceptions of Piracy

L. E. Sweet, Pirates or Polities?  
Robert Carter, The History and Prehistory of Pearling in the Persian Gulf ,151-153

February 29
The Revival of Saudi Power 

The Gulf States, 76-96

March 2
Oman and the Trucial States 

James Onley and Sulayman Khalaf, Shaikhly Authority in the Pre-Oil Gulf, 202-206
Lewis Pelly, Visit to Lingah, Kishm, and Bundar Abbass
John Gordon Lorimer, Gazeteer of the Persian Gulf

David George Hogarth, The Penetration of Arabia

E. C. Ross, Report on the Administration of the Persian Gulf Residency

Robert Hughes Thomas, Historical and Other Information connected with Oman

Week 7: Sealing Britain’s Informal Empire, 1850 to 1920
March 5
Ottoman Revival and Qajar Persia
The Gulf States, 96-119
March 7
Midterm Exam
March 9
Kuwait and Qatar: Sheikh Mubarak

SPRING BREAK

Week 8: Oil, Labor and the Birth of Modern Politics, 1920 to 1956
March 19
Saudi/Ibn Saud and the British Gulf
The Gulf States to 1956
Eran Segal, Merchants’ Networks in Kuwait

March 21
Oil and Labor 
Report on Updated, Expanded List of Sources
Khuri, Tribe and State in Bahrain, 134-140, 197-214 

March 23
Majlis Movements
Critical Analysis IV (Assignment on Moodle Due March 26)

Fatma Al-Sayegh, Merchants’ Changing Role in a Changing Society: The Case of Dubai, 87-96

Kamal Osman Salih, The 1938 Kuwait Legislative Council

Week 9: The Arab Cold War, 1956 to 1971
March 26
Wars in Oman 

The Gulf States to 1971

Luciani, Giacomo, Allocation vs. production states: A theoretical framework

Karl, Terry Lynn, The perils of the petro-state

March 28
Saudi Arabia’s Vulnerability and Influence 
March 30
End of British Protectorates: Kuwait, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar
Week 10: Consolidating the Rentier State, 1971 to 1980
April 2

Oil Boom

The Gulf States, 197-230
April 4

Expatriate Workers
Nasra M. Shah and Sulayman S. Al-Qudsi, The Changing Characteristics of Migrant Workers in Kuwait 
Karen Isaksen Leonard, South Asians in the Indian Ocean World: Language, Policing and Gender Practices in Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates

April 6

1979 as a Turning Point 
Week 11: Regional Insecurity and Political Contestation I, 1980 to 1991
April 9

Iran-Iraq War
The Gulf States, 231-248
Gary Sick, Trial by Error: Reflections on the Iran-Iraq War

April 11
Politics in GCC States
K. Celine, Kuwait Living on its Nerves

April 13
Kuwait Crisis

Shafeeq Ghabra, The Iraqi Occupation of Kuwait: An Eyewitness Account
Michelle Hoffman, Taking Stock of Saddam’s Fiery Legacy in Kuwait
Week 12: Regional Insecurity and Political Contestation II, 1991 to 2001
April 16
Sahwa in Saudi Arabia
The Gulf States, 250-254, 260-265, 269-272, 277-291  

Joseph Kechichian, The Rise of Political Islamism in Saudi Arabia

April 18
US Dual Containment and GCC

F. Gregory Gause, The Illogic of Dual Containment

April 20
Pressures for Political Reform

J. E. Peterson, Succession in the States of the Gulf Cooperation Council

Week 13: Regional Insecurity and Political Contestation III, 21st century 
April 23
The Specter of Terror 
Research Paper Due
The Gulf States, 254-260, 265-269, 272-277  

Thomas Hegghammer, Terrorist Recruitment

April 25
Invasion of Iraq

April 27
Arab Spring

Anoushirvan Ehteshami, Reform from Above: The Politics of Participation in the Oil Monarchies
International Crisis Group, Report on Bahrain

Paul Salem, Kuwait: Politics in a Participatory Emirate
Week 14: Sustainability---Oil, Population, and Water in Arid Rentier States
In the last week of the semester we will focus on the sustainability of contemporary economic, political and demographic structures that are dependent on high levels of oil production and a huge expatriate labor force.  Questions to ponder include water supply, efforts to expand non-petroleum sectors of the economy, and the future of artificial islands.
J.E. Peterson, Life after Oil: Economic Alternatives for the Arab Gulf States
Walter Youngquist, The Post-Petroleum Paradigm---and Population
