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	ECCE HIS 375: Conflict in the Middle East

	
	Credit Hours: 3

	
	Term Year: Fall 2013

	
	Class time and location: W 2-4:30pm, FRH 154

	

	Instructor:
	Dr. Barnwell

	Office Hours:
	W 11-12, Th. 4-5:30, or by appointment

	Office:
	UHB 3070

	Phone:
	217-206-7420

	Email:
	kbarn2@uis.edu



Course Description

Why does the Middle East always seem to be in the midst of war? Who has been doing the fighting? And why? What impact does war and conflict have on the people of the Middle East? How do people in the Middle East experience and remember conflict? These questions and others will be at the center of our course as we take a chronological and thematic approach to the major conflicts of the twentieth century, including the various Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-Israeli wars, the Lebanese Civil War, the Iran-Iraq War, and the first US-Iraq War. While the current US-Iraq War does not qualify as history yet, I hope we will be able to discuss some of the roots of the war and consider the debates over the current war in relation to the historical context of conflict in the region. 

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes
1. To gain an understanding of the underlying causes of conflict between countries in the Middle East
2. To acquire a greater sense of the local, regional, and global factors that have shaped the conflicts in the Middle East.
3. To consider the ways in which conflict has impacted individuals in the region. 
4. To approach the conflicts in the Middle East from a variety of perspectives, rather than from the “Us” and “Them” dichotomy that frequently is used to understand events in the Middle East.
5. To improve written communication skills in both informal discussions and formal writing. 
6. To learn to approach readings actively and critically by recognizing the motivations and arguments both implicit and explicit in a variety of source materials.

Expectations 

The success of this course depends on an atmosphere of mutual respect.  Out of respect for myself and your fellow students, I expect everyone to participate in discussion  In return, students should expect me to come to prepare and present course materials on time, to return graded assignments promptly (within 1 week), and to convey information clearly and coherently.  Additionally, I recognize that some of the topics in this course can elicit strong opinions and emotions; because I would like this class to serve as a forum for candid discussion where appropriate, it is important that everyone remain respectful of others’ opinions.  

UIS Academic Integrity Policy

The UIS policy on Academic Integrity states in part: “Academic integrity is at the heart of the university’s commitment to academic excellence. The UIS community strives to communicate and support clear standards of integrity…. Violations of academic integrity demean the violator, degrade the learning process, deflate the meaning of grades, discredit the accomplishments of past and present students, and tarnish the reputation of the university for all its members. Academic sanctions range from a warning to expulsion from the university, depending on the severity of your violation and your history of violations. Whatever the sanction, I will file a report of academic dishonesty to the Office of the Provost. You are responsible for understanding and complying with the policy, which is available at www.uis.edu/academicintegrity.htm. 

On plagiarism, in particular: UIS Academic Integrity Policy defines plagiarism as: “intellectual theft: the plagiarist presents work done by others as his or her own, in writing or orally. Plagiarism is failure to properly and appropriately reference and acknowledge the ideas and words of others. This includes website material used in written, oral, or multi-media presentations.” Words and ideas that are not your own must be credited to the author—whether you are quoting directly or paraphrasing. When quoting directly, you must use quotation marks, quote accurately, and provide the bibliographic information in a footnote. When paraphrasing, you summarize the idea from the source using your own words, and must still provide the bibliographic information as you would with a direct quote. 
If caught plagiarizing a student will receive a 0 (zero) for the assignment and may receive a failing grade for the semester. For more on how to avoid plagiarism, contact me with questions and/or visit the Center for Teaching and Learning at www.uis.edu/ctl/ for information. 

Required Texts 

· William Cleveland and M. Bunton.  A History of the Modern Middle East, 4th ed. 2008.
· James Gelvin.  The Israel-Palestine Conflict: One Hundred Years of War.  2007.
· Dilip Hiro.  The Longest War: The Iran-Iraq Military Conflict.  1990.   
· Sandra Mackey.  Lebanon: A House Divided.  1991.     
· Readings posted to Blackboard.

The books listed above are available through the campus online store as well as at any of the major book sellers. I have tried to keep the books affordable and relevant to the course.  Most, if not all of them, are in frequent demand and you should be able to locate used copies for use in the class and sell them back fairly easily if you so desire at the end of the course. You will need to print out and bring with you the BB readings in order to participate in course discussions and reference evidence where needed. 
Course Requirements
Student participation is absolutely essential, both for your own learning, and for that of your classmates. Students will be required to participate regularly and constructively in class discussions. Students are also required to stay up to date on their readings. We are covering several complex topics, all of which build on one another chronologically; falling behind for one or two weeks could make it very difficult, if not impossible, to catch up. I will provide advice for what to focus on in readings and how to read materials effectively. If you find yourself falling behind, or having trouble understanding, contact me soon so that we can work out the best way to get you back on track. 
This course will make use of Blackboard in order to provide access to reading materials and other media. It is your responsibility to check Blackboard and your UIS email daily for updates and information regarding our course.

The Barnwell Rule: Phones must be silent and put away during class. If your phone goes off in class, even on vibrate, you will be asked to leave and will be unable to participate in any activities, etc., for the remainder of the class period. You may also be penalized for attendance/participation. Likewise, if my phone goes off, class is over for the day. 
Methods of Evaluation
1. Attendance and Participation: You need to come to class on time and prepared to participate in discussion. You need to attend the entire class; leaving during the break will result in a penalty. 
2. News articles and summaries: Students are required to submit one news article analysis each Wednesday at the beginning of class.  The analysis should include: 1) the link citation for the article; 2) a brief summary of the article (2-3 sentences); 3) a comment on the author’s perspective; 4) a comment on how this article relates to the themes discussed in the course.  See the course handout for further information.
3. Students will be assigned a discussion session to serve as facilitators for the required readings. Your presentation must include: 1) a written summary and analysis of the major ideas in the readings; 2) a series of three (3) questions intended to generate discussion among your classmates emailed via Blackboard no later thanFriday at 11:59pm before the class session for which you are serving as discussant; 3) act as discussion leader in class on your assigned day. 
4. During each week when you are not directing discussion, you are responsible for submitting a response to three (3) of the questions presented by the discussants to the online discussion board for the week. Responses will be graded on their thoughtfulness and relevance to the questions asked. 
5. This practice at writing will give me an opportunity to view and comment on your written work in advance of the larger paper assignment, which will be an analytical essay of 7-10 pp. in length relating to one of the major themes of the course.  Students will write on one topic out of 3-5 questions that I will provide.  For this essay, your grade will be based on the clarity and sophistication of your argument, your use of course materials, your ability to present evidence that substantiates your argument, and the technical quality of your writing.  (I know, I know.  This is a HISTORY class; but your ability to communicate clearly and effectively is based on your ability to present your ideas in a professional and convincing manner, so you’re going to have to proof read, revise, and check your to/too/two’s).  In the course documents, I will provide a rubric, which you should look at before, during, and after the preparation of your essay.  This should help demystify the grading process.
Grading
1) Attendance: 10%
2) News article summaries/responses: 15%
3) Discussant week: 30% (15% x2)
4) Responses to discussion questions: 20%
5) Major essay: 25%






Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability.  A documented disability can include:  physical, psychological, chronic health, vision, hearing, learning, traumatic brain injury, Asperger’s Syndrome and/or autism, cognitive, and A.D./H.D.D.   Please notify the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course. While O.D.S. does accept late applications, accommodations are not retroactive. All accommodations must be approved through the Office of Disability Services (ODS) (217-206-6666), HRB 80. 
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A= 93-100%
A-= 90-92%
B+= 87-89%
B= 83-86%
B-= 80-82
C+= 77-79%
C= 73-76%
C-= 70-72%
D+= 67-69%
D= 63-66%
D-= 60-62%
F= =/<59%


+√ / √ / -√ (98%/88%/78%) will be used for grading news article summaries and responses to weekly discussion questions.  

Tentative Course Schedule
	Week
	Topic
	Assignment

	Unit 1: The creation of modern nation states in the Middle East and the origins of the struggle for Palestine, ~1900-1948

	1—8/28
	Introduction to course
Lecture: Nationalism at the end of the Ottoman Empire; Ottoman Palestine
	

	2—9/4
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: Europe and the Jews 
	· Required reading:
Gelvin, pp. 1-45; BB readings
· Recommended background reading: Cleveland 221-24
· Due: Analysis #1; Responses #1

	3—9/11
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: World War I and the Palestine Mandate 
	· Required reading:
Gelvin, pp. 46-91; BB readings
· Recommended background reading: Cleveland 149-70, skim 179-214, 221-41
· Due: Analysis #2; Responses #2

	4—9/18
	Discussion of readings  
Lecture: Partition and the state of Israel
	· Required reading:
Gelvin, pp. 92-143; BB readings
· Recommended background reading: Cleveland 241-51
· Due: Analysis #3; Responses #3

	Unit 2: The Arab-Israeli Conflict—Israel and Arab nationalism, 1948-1977

	5—9/25
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: Israel and the creation of the new Arab nationalism

	· Required reading:
Gelvin, pp. 144-64; BB readings
· Recommended background reading: Cleveland 280-321
· Due: Analysis #4; Responses #4

	6—10/2
	Lecture: 1964-1977
Fifty Years of War (selections) 

	· Required reading: 
BB readings 
· Recommended background reading:
Cleveland, 322-43, 369-79
· Due: Analysis #5; Response #5

	Unit 3: Lebanon—A local, regional, or international conflict? 

	7—10/9
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: Creation of Lebanon

	· Required reading: 
Gelvin, 165-95, BB readings
· Recommended background reading: 
Cleveland, 201-14, 301-04, 310-14, 332-39
· Due: Analysis #6; Response #6

	8—10/16
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: The participants and the war
	· Required reading: 
Mackey, 1-80
· Recommended background reading:
Cleveland 380-92
· Due:  Analysis #7; Response #7

	9—10/23
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: War and the individual (The Shouting Valley)

	· Required reading: 
Mackey, 95-158; BB readings 
· Due:  Analysis #8; Response #8

	Unit 4: The Iran-Iraq War and the roots of the US-Iraq Wars

	10—10/30
	Discussion of BB materials 
Lecture: Roots of the Iran-Iraq conflict
Readings: Hiro, 1-70; BB readings
	· Required reading: 
Mackey, 222-47, BB materials 
· Recommended background reading:
Cleveland, 189-97, 304-07, 424-31
· Due:  Analysis #9, Response #9

	11—11/6
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: The conflict

	· Required reading: Hiro 1-70, BB readings
· Recommended background reading:
Cleveland, 431-37, 445-61
· Due:  Analysis #10; Response #10

	12—11/13
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture:  The outcome of the war and the social consequences
	· Required reading: 
Hiro, 71-152, BB readings 
· Due:  Analysis #11; Response #11

	13—11/20
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: Looking forward to the first US-Iraq War
	· Required reading: 
Hiro, 153-240, Cleveland 509-15
· Due:  Analysis #12; Response #12

	14—11/27
	No class: Fall/Thanksgiving Recess

	15—12/4
	Lecture: The Intifada and Oslo; The disintegration of the PLO

	· Required reading: 
· Recommended background reading:
· Cleveland 469-85, 
· Due:  Analysis #13; Response #13

	[bookmark: _GoBack]16—12/11
	Discussion of readings 
Lecture: One step forward, two steps back
	· Required reading: 
Gelvin, 229-55; BB readings 
· Due: Analysis #14; Response #14 
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