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Description 

Education has become an established indicator of social and economic progress by which nations and states calculate their advancement and their rank on the world stage.  Young countries in the Middle East and Gulf region are especially eager to embrace international markers of success and development by adopting the latest strategies, programs and systems to improve their education systems.  Several of the Gulf countries have applied the theory of a “knowledge economy” or “knowledge society”, arguing that knowledge is a marker of Arab and Islamic civilizations of old and hoping that these new theories will lead them to a successful future.  

This course looks at the origins of the ideas of a “knowledge economy/society” and why these ideas are being incorporated into the plans and visions of Gulf States in particular.  What is it about education and development rhetoric that appeals to these emerging political economies?  How is Gulf society and culture being affected by the “knowledge economy” in areas of language, religion, culture and gender? Can the combining of local culture, new education policies and a global economy result in the dream future imagined by the leadership of these states? Through readings on education, religion and globalization from an anthropological perspective, we will explore how education is connected to economic, cultural and social realities.   More recent writings on the gulf region along with an exploration of new medias will help us interrogate how “global” concepts are being integrated into “local” communities and then being pumped back out in new forms. This free form movement defines education today and in order to understand how individuals learn and communicate in the contemporary Middle East and the Gulf, it is essential to redefine how traditional institutions of knowledge production are being integrated with newer modes of learning.
Requirements
Regular class attendance and participation will be required and noted.  Participation in class will be graded based on written responses to reading assignments and class discussion.  Each student will be asked to lead class discussion on a reading of their choice.  The major class project will be worth 50% of your grade, but will be divided into specific assignments. You will be responsible for outlining and researching a paper topic related to culture, education or globalization in the Middle East, with a preference given to the Gulf region.  This will be the long term project for the course and there will be periodic assignments related to this larger project.  The final grade will be composed of the following:
Class Participation/Attendance: 15%

Reading Journal/Leading Class Discussion: 20%

FINAL PAPER PROJECT:

Paper Proposal: 5%

Literature Review of Final Paper: 10%

Outline of Final Paper: 10%

Presentation of Final Project: 10%

Final Paper: 30%
Part 1: Anthropology, Education and Culture

Week 1  (Jan. 15th)  Introduction to Course: Required readings, syllabus and class assignments
Week 2  (Jan. 22nd)  What is Education? Anthropological Theories and Development Discourses
Fägerlind and Saha

1989
Education and Development: the Emerging Confidence in Formal Schooling as an Agent of Change in Education and Development: A Comparative Perspective. 32-64.
Varenne, Herve

2007
Difficult Collective Deliberations: Anthropological Notes Toward a Theory of Education. The Teachers College Record. 109(7):1559-1588.
Vavrus, Frances
2003
Desire and Decline: Schooling Amid Crisis in Tanzania. Introduction. “Education as Panacea.”  pp. 5-23.  New York. Peter Lang Publishing, Inc.
Week 3 (Jan. 29th)  “Culture” in Educational Environments
Adely, Fida

2004
The Mixed Effects of Schooling for High School Girls in Jordan: The Case of Tel Yahya Comparative Education Review , Vol. 48, No. 4, Special Issue on Global Trends in Comparative Research on Gender and Education.  Sutton (November 2004), pp. 353-373
Lave, Jean and Wenger, Etienne 
1991 
Situated Learning. Legitimate Peripheral Participation.  Cambridge: University of Cambridge Press
McDermott, Ray and Varenne, Herve. 

2007
 Reconstructing Culture in Educational Research. In Innovations in Educational Ethnography, G. Spindler and L. Hammond, (eds.). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 3-31.

Suarez-Orosco, Manuelo and Desiree Qin-Hilliard

2004
 Globalization: Culture and Education in the New Millenium. Introduction pp.1-37. University of California Press, Ltd.

Week 4 (Feb. 5th)  Globalization and Education
Altbach, P. G.

1984 
Servitude of the mind? Education, Dependency, and Neocolonialism. In P. G. Altbach & G. Kelly (Eds.), Comparative Education (pp. 469-484). New York, NY: Macmillan.

Habu, Toshie

2000
The Irony of Globalization: The Experience of Japanese Women in British Higher Education. Higher Education Vol. 39, No. 1 (Jan., 2000), pp. 43-66 

Ramirez, F. O., & Boli, J

1987 
The political construction of mass education: European origins and worldwide institutionalization. Sociology of Education, 60, 2–17.
Week 5  (Feb 12th) How to write a paper proposal. Examples of paper proposal ideas.

Part 2: Anthropology and Education in the Middle East 
Week 6  (Feb. 19th) Paper Proposals Due. Islam: A Discursive Tradition with Roots in Education
Asad, Talal

1986
The Idea of an Anthropology of Islam. Occasional Papers Series, Center for Contemporary Arab. Georgetown University.
Eickelman, Dale F. 
1978
 “The Art of Memory.” Comparative Studies in Society and History 20(4): 485-516.

Mahmood, Saba

2005
 Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist subject. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.

Messick, Brinkley
1993 
Calligraphic State: Textual Domination and Histroy in a Muslim Society.         University of California Press. pp. 2-12 
Week 7 (Feb. 26th) Islam and Education in the Middle East
Boyle, Helen 

2004 
Modernization of Education and Kur’ainc Adaptation in Morocco. In Educational Strategies Among Muslims in the Context of Globalization Holger Daun & Geoffrey Walfrod (eds.).. Leiden & Boston: Brill, pp. 123-139.


2006 
Memorization and Learning in Islamic Schools. Comparative Education Review. 50 (3): 478-495. 

Gunther, Sebastian 

2006 
Be Masters in that you Teach and Continue to Learn: Medieval Muslim Thinkers on Educational Theory. Comparative Education Review. 50 (3): 367-88. 

Halstead, J. M. 

2004
 An Islamic concept of education. Comparative Education, 40, 517-529 
Kinsey, D. C. 

1982
 Review: toward a reformulation of Islamic education. Comparative 

Education Review, 26, 297-301. 
Part 3: Education, Religion and Power in the Middle East and the Gulf

Week 8 (Mar. 12th) Education, Religion and Power in the Gulf
Arebi, Sadekka


1994
 Women and Words in Saudi Arabia: The Politics of Literary Discourse. Columbia University Press. New York.

Caton, Steve

1987
Power, Persuasion and Language: A Critique of a Segmentary Model in the Middle East. International Journal Middle East Studies. 19: 77-102.

Eickelman, Christine

1984 
Women and Community in Oman. NYU Press.

Saud, Abeer Abu 

1984
 Qatari Women: Past and Present. London, New York : Longman Press.
Week 9 ( March 19th) Paper Outlines Due.  Ethnographic Representations of Gulf Societies
Ahmed Kanna
2007
Dubai in a Jagged World. Middle East Report , No. 243, The War Economy of Iraq, pp. 22-29. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25164788
Morris, Rachel


2007
There is no ‘U’ in Qatar.  Australian Quarterly.  Vol. 79, No. 6 (Nov. - Dec.), pp. 28-33

Nagy, Sharon

2000
Dressing Up Downtown: urban development and government public image in Qatar. City & Society. 12(1):125-147.

2006
 Making Room for Migrants, Making Sense of Difference: Spatial and Ideological Expressions of Social Diversity in Urban Qatar.  Urban Studies. 43(1): 119-137

Week 10 (March 26th) Education and Culture in the Gulf
Asmi, Rehenuma

2012
Schooling Arabic Along the Oral-Written-English Divide in In Search of Arabic: Language Ideology, Plurality and Reform in Qatar.  Dissertation. Columbia University Teachers College.

Brewer, Dominic, et. al.


2007
 The name assigned to the document by the author. This field may also contain sub-titles, series names, and report numbers.Education for a New Era: Design and Implementation of K-12 Education Reform in Qatar. RAND Qatar Policy Institute. 

Findlow, Sally 

2006
Higher Education and Linguistic Dualism in the Arab Gulf

British Journal of Sociology of Education , Vol. 27, No. 1 (Feb., 2006), pp. 19-36

Mazawi, Andreas

2010 
Naming the Imaginary: “building an Arab Knowledge Society” and the contested terrain of educational reform for development.  Trajectories of Education in the Arab World: Legacies and Challenges. Ed. Osama Abin-Mershed. Center for Contemporary Arab Studies and Routledge. 

Week 11 (April 2nd) How to research and write a Literature Review
Week 12 (April 9th) Literature Review Due.
New Mediums of Education in the Middle East: Fiction, Satellites and Social Media
Al Jazeera Lives Blogs: Social Media and the Arab Revolutions Online. http://blogs.aljazeera.com/
Appadurai, Arjun

1988
Putting Hierarchy in Its Place. Cultural Anthropology. V 3( 1). Place and Voice in Anthropological Theory, pp. 36-49.

Booth, Marilyn 
2010
“The Muslim Woman” as Celebrity Author and the Politics of Translating Arabic: Girls of Riyadh Go on the Road. Journal of Middle East Women's Studies
Vol. 6, No. 3, Special Issue: Marketing Muslim Women (Fall 2010), pp. 149-182 

El-Ariss, Tarek 

2010
Hacking the Modern: Arabic Writing in the Virtual Age. Comparative Literature Studies , Vol. 47, No. 4 (2010), pp. 533-548

Week 13 (April 16th) Presentation of Paper Topics

Week 14 (April 23rd) Last Class. Final Papers Due. 

